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Of all the topics a comprehension passage can be built on, the environment is the most common, and
for a simple reason: it touches everything. At its centre lies climate change. When we burn coal, oil and gas for
energy, we release greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and methane. These gases act like a blanket around
the planet, trapping the sun’s heat and slowly raising the earth’s temperature. The results are already visible
— glaciers melt, sea levels rise, storms grow fiercer, and rainfall becomes unpredictable. As the climate shifts
faster than living things can adapt, countless species are lost, and this steady erosion of biodiversity weakens
the whole web of life on which we depend.

Alongside climate change runs a wider crisis of pollution. The air of large cities is thick with tiny particles
that shorten lives; rivers and lakes are poisoned by sewage, chemicals and mountains of plastic that never fully
break down; and fertile soil is exhausted by overuse. The root of much of this is a ‘take, make and throw away’
way of living, in which resources are used once and discarded. In response, thinkers now speak of a ‘circular
economy’, in which waste is reused, repaired and recycled so that little is truly thrown away.

The deepest tension in the subject is between economic growth and the health of the planet. Factories,
roads and cities bring jobs and prosperity, but often at the cost of forests, clean air and water. Yet the two need
not always be enemies. Renewable sources of energy such as solar and wind are now cheaper than ever; forests
and oceans act as ‘carbon sinks’ that absorb some of what we emit; and wiser policy can reward those who
pollute less. There is also a question of justice, for it is very often the poorest — who consume and pollute the
least — who suffer the worst of floods, heat and foul air. The tools to respond already exist. What the crisis truly
demands is not a new invention, but the collective will to act before the damage becomes impossible to undo.

o ool W SIMRYA 3OS o1 Fehdl ©, S0 UAieRel Fad T €, 3R SHel HRU WAl € - I8 e W9 4 9el B 36
®% § ® oy qNed-| e 86 Soll o oIy hige, 961 iR T S ®, df A SEeiieEEe SR Hion S Wiiesy 19 ko
T 3 T godt & 9 N Uk FHIA i W& HMH HAl & AR G BT TH HI Akt o=l H1 qq9H R-+R agrdt 1 596
o a1t @ fem ®© & - TOfRER fUee © B, 995 %1 W 9 @I E, BH o 8 ®© 8 iR aut erffyed € v 81 s Sy
Tal St W oRerdt © o offe SEeh R @ol TEl UM, df e Yeiidal oW el Sl €, SR Sa fafaed w1 ae ed Sfed & @
el I AR HT 2l 2

ST IREdT & G-TY YU k1 Tk Sl Ghe ol Feidr €1 o Vel i el 7 GeH wUi A 9t ¥ S Sfied sR1
| ; Al iR gl wet, Wl SR Wi % o0 o el B gl §; SR SuSlS gl orcufush SUAN W ok Yh! € THH!
S § g ell, ael 3R Wbl Al Stemsrelt, e SEEE T aR SHEd S0 heh 18U S 2| 39 ST § 379 fagM ‘=i
srefereee’ i o1 Hid €, T #el ol aR STEnT, qOd 3R YAEhT e S

79 fITg 1 @ Teq qe Nl T iR gesl & e & die B @M, 9gh IR Y IR SR Ty o €, W
IR ST, Tes el 3R Ul ot shidd W R o <A gdwn g TE €)1 9R SR ved Sl el el o ved @ wwEd ¥
STt 3R WETRR ‘e T’ i e HM H B; 3R Sed A S qWepd Y Gehdl © S HH YU HId ¢ Th A H1 G
off T, Fifr TR g T AN - S TaE FHH YU FW@ § - o1, TH AR o g w1 e aifuss ke e &) gHee &
YA Teed W HISE €; The il dhael [Hoeht w1 i i S wIey, THY e T erfd sTquoie @ Sy

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Mitigate To make a problem or bad effect less serious HH T, BCHh! hHTT
Deplete To use something up until little is left AT T <A1, T T AT
Degradation The process of something being damaged or made | &u1, fare

worse
Pristine Completely clean and untouched TehsH =, 3Tl
Adverse Harmful or unfavourable Yfdehel, BRI
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Resilience The ability to recover after damage or difficulty TEelerdT, S hi &9l
Sustainable Able to continue for a long time without harm feartas, <efertfeten
Emit To give out (gas, heat, light) ST T, BIST
Scarce Available only in small amounts 39, ®H
Fragile Easily broken or damaged AR, AT
Irreversible Impossible to undo or reverse AYREd, 7 sged Ay
Replenish To fill up or restore a supply again fre 9 o, qAgfd &
Habitat The natural home of a plant or animal Yrehider SAam
Rampant Spreading fast and out of control A=A, dermm
Contaminate To make something impure or dirty 3Yd K
Finite Limited; having an end wfta, aRfaa
Dwindle To become smaller or fewer over time Ted S, fase
Catastrophic Causing sudden, great damage IERINEAR
Conserve To protect and use carefully TR T, =
Thrive To grow strong and healthy THAT-THeA T
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-
Greenhouse gas A gas (like co? or methane) that traps the sun’s heat | fiFeRg
Carbon footprint The total amount of greenhouse gas an activity | sEA Hefife
causes
Biodiversity The variety of all living things in an area ECACIEE
Ecosystem A community of living things together with their sur- | witfeeifaent a3
roundings
Carbon sink A forest or ocean that absorbs and stores carbon EACEREED
Renewable energy Energy from sources that never run out, like sun | Feieruig i
and wind
Fossil fuel Fuel formed underground long ago — coal, oil, gas | Siamwd geM
Deforestation The large-scale cutting down of forests ERIR:GE]
Emissions Gases released into the air, especially harmful ones | 3=
Ozone layer A layer of gas that shields earth from harmful uv | 3si9 Wa
rays
Global warming The gradual rise in the earth’s average temperature | e a9
Climate change A long-term change in the world’s weather patterns | Searg afed=
Circular economy A system that reuses and recycles so little is wasted | Tig 1w
Particulate matter Tiny solid particles in the air that harm the lungs T&H H
Sustainability Meeting today’s needs without harming future gen- | feerar, uRoizar
erations
Biodegradable Able to be broken down naturally by bacteria Sa- R
Conservation The careful protection of nature and resources TRJUT
Depletion The using up of a natural resource &7, qHI
Carbon credit A permit allowing a set amount of emissions FTEA e
Smog A mix of smoke and fog that pollutes city air o, T
Acid rain Rain made acidic by air pollution T At
Wetland Water-soaked land that is rich in wildlife STIZ‘\‘?I&I
Desertification Fertile land slowly turning into desert TEEIATR 0T
Food chain The order in which living things feed on one another | @& g@an
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Endangered species A kind of animal or plant at risk of dying out TehaU& gsilid
Afforestation Planting trees to create a new forest EEUl
Groundwater Water stored in the soil and rock underground T
Ecological footprint The demand a person places on nature TRfdes 95
Effluent Liquid waste released into rivers or the sea CIRRIE]
Carbon neutral Adding no overall carbon to the atmosphere HTET qSEYd
Greenhouse effect The trapping of the sun’s heat by gases in the air a8 g9
Sustainable development | Growth that meets today’s needs without harming | ¥ad fae™
the future
Biosphere The part of the earth where living things exist SIELES]
Pollution The presence of harmful substances in the environ- | ggwor
ment
Recycling Treating waste so that it can be used again REEED!
Ozone depletion The thinning of the protective ozone layer TSI &R

A river, it is said, cannot be owned, and perhaps that is its curse. Because it belongs to everyone, it is cared
for by no one. The town upstream draws off clean water for its homes and returns it as sewage; the factory on
the bank treats the current as a free drain for its waste; and the city downstream, receiving what the others have
spoiled, does the same to those below it. Each acts sensibly for itself, and the sum of all that private sense is a
poisoned river; it is the oldest trap of anything held in common, that what everyone may use, no one will trouble
to protect. No single act seems large enough to matter, and so each is repeated without shame, until the river
that once carried fish carries only froth. The remedy is not mysterious. Where towns have been made to clean
their water before returning it, and factories fined for what they pour, rivers have recovered within a few years.
What is missing is not the method but the will — the simple insistence that whoever takes from a shared thing

must return it unspoiled.

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Q1. Why, according to the passage, is a river poorly cared for?

Because it belongs, it is cared for by no one

(a) It is too large to clean (b)
(c) It carries too many fish (d) Itis owned by one factory
Q2. ‘A free drain for its waste’ describes how the factory treats the river as -
(a) a source of clean water (b) a home for fish
(c) a place to dump waste at no cost (d) a tourist spot
Q3. What happens to the river by the end of the passage?
(a) it carries only froth (b) it becomes a lake
(c) it dries up (d) itis fenced off
Q4. Rivers have recovered where towns and factories were -
(a) left alone (b) made to clean and were fined
(c) given more water (d) closed down
Q5. The author says what is missing is -
(a) a new method (b) more factories
(c) more rivers (d) the will to act

A ‘free drain’ means a costless place to discharge waste.
The passage states the river ‘carries only froth’ once it is spoiled.

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1. (B)
Q2. (O
Q3. (4)
Q4. (B)
Q5. (D)

The closing lines say the method exists; only the will is missing.

The opening line explains that because a river belongs to all, no single person feels responsible for it.

Recovery followed rules: cleaning water before return and fining polluters.

'/‘J ]l Comprehension capsule by Prashant Solanki Sir




For years, solar power was dismissed as a dream for the rich — clean, certainly, but far too expensive to
matter. That objection has quietly collapsed. The price of a solar panel has fallen so far and so fast that in much
of the world sunlight is now the cheapest source of new electricity, cheaper even than coal. What might have
taken decades to imagine happened, instead, in a single generation, as panels once built by hand in laboratories
began rolling off vast factory lines by the million. The change is most striking not in wealthy cities but in villages
that the electric grid never reached. A single rooftop panel can now light a home, charge a phone and run a fan
where, a decade ago, there was only the kerosene lamp. Difficulties remain — the sun does not shine at night,
and storing power in batteries is still costly. But the direction is no longer in doubt. The question has shifted

Environment & Ecolo
Lronmen

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

from whether clean energy can compete to how quickly the old, dirty machinery can be retired.
Q1. Solar power was once dismissed as -

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

QS.

(a) dirty and unreliable (b) a dream for the rich

(c) impossible to build (d) harmful to health

Why has that objection ‘collapsed’?

(a) panels have become very cheap (b) the sun shines more

(c) coal ran out (d) batteries are free

The change is most striking in —

(a) wealthy cities (b) villages the grid never reached
(c) large factories (d) coal mines

Which difficulty is still admitted?

(a) panels are ugly (b) villages refuse power

(c) sunlight is harmful (d) storing power at night is costly
The main question has now shifted to -

(a) whether clean energy can compete (b) how to build kerosene lamps
() who owns the sun (d) how fast dirty machinery can be retired

05

(B)
(A)
(B)
(D)
-_(D)

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1.
Q2.
03.
04.

The first line calls it ‘a dream for the rich’ — clean but too costly.

The price of panels fell so far that solar is now often the cheapest new power.
The passage highlights off-grid villages, not rich cities.

It notes the sun does not shine at night and battery storage remains expensive.
The close says the real question is how quickly old, dirty power can be retired.
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Few forces have reshaped human life as swiftly as science and technology. Behind the daily conveniences
we take for granted — the phone in the pocket, the light at the switch, the vaccine in the arm — lies a single
powerful idea: the scientific method. Rather than trusting authority or habit, science asks a question, forms
a possible answer or hypothesis, tests it by experiment, and keeps only what the evidence supports. It is less
a fixed body of facts than a disciplined way of learning from the world, always ready to revise itself when new
evidence appears.

Technology is science put to use, and its pace today is astonishing. Computing power roughly doubles every
couple of years, and with it comes a wave of tools that would once have seemed like magic. Artificial intelligence
now writes, translates and even diagnoses illness; the internet links billions of people; and a smartphone places
a library, a bank and a marketplace in a single hand. Behind all of it runs a quiet architecture of algorithms,
data and networks that most users never see.

Yet every powerful tool cuts both ways. Automation raises output but threatens the jobs it replaces;
social media spreads knowledge but also rumour and hatred; and the vast collection of personal data brings
convenience at the cost of privacy and the risk of constant surveillance. A ‘digital divide’ separates those who
can reach these tools from those who cannot, widening old inequalities. History suggests a steadying truth: no
technology is good or bad in itself. The printing press spread both wisdom and propaganda; the same atom lights
cities and builds bombs. What finally matters is not the tool, but the purpose it is turned to and the care with
which a society chooses to govern it.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Obsolete No longer used because something newer exists srg=ferd, g

Amplify To make larger, stronger or louder ECRINGIERCTG

Disrupt To change or interrupt something completely S-S HAl, A Al
Pervasive Present everywhere; very widespread T, SAYH
Sophisticated Advanced and complex in design aishd, 3+1d

Feasible Possible to do or achieve Hagr, Tad
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problem

Redundant No longer needed or useful STERIh, Hlelq

Robust Strong and unlikely to fail EEC RS
Unprecedented Never known or done before FYAgE

Versatile Able to be used in many ways TSN, TS
Intuitive Easy to use or understand without training g, 39

Integrate To combine parts into one whole Tehishd AT, el
Enhance To improve the quality or value of @I, 3 Al
Harness To control and put to good use ST | o, | s
Proliferate To increase or spread rapidly ISt | e

Empirical Based on observation and experiment, not theory STNES, YT
Breakthrough An important sudden advance or discovery TS IUCT, Aherdl
Optimise To make something as effective as possible STIeRfeId LT, Farad
Emerging Newly appearing and developing SET g3, T
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Algorithm A fixed set of steps a computer follows to solve a | TeifE, o fafu

Artificial intelligence

Machines built to imitate human thinking

FHM gfewa

Data Facts and information stored for use Aiere, 2
Encryption Turning data into a secret code to keep it safe HEAEH, UhM
Automation Getting machines to do work once done by people | =T
Cybersecurity Protecting computers and data from attack RSIEERERSEESI|
Cloud computing Storing and using data over the internet FARE HFET
Machine learning Computer systems that improve by learning from | #3i= &+

data
Software The programs that tell a computer what to do TR
Hardware The physical parts of a computer or machine ECERR
Network A group of connected computers or devices Ercra
Scientific method Testing ideas by observation and experiment ERIGERCIC]
Hypothesis A proposed explanation that can be tested qReeTA
Genome The complete set of genes in a living thing M, AT ST
Digital divide The gap between those with and without technology | fefSea faamH
Robotics The science of designing and using robots RElIEC
Bandwidth How much data a connection can carry at once a?,ﬁ's'}‘r
Innovation The act of turning a new idea into real value IR
Bug A mistake or fault in a computer program 1, qfe
Open source Software whose code is free for anyone to use AT Iy
Virtual reality A computer-made world that feels real STt araferehar
Nanotechnology Building things at the scale of atoms I grenfiEnt
Biotechnology Using living cells to make useful products ECRIGIUED]
Database An organised collection of stored data 2IEY
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Server

A central computer that supplies data to others

Interface

The point where a user interacts with a machine

Automation bias

Trusting a machine’s answer too readily

chips

Data privacy Keeping a person’s information safe and controlled |21 o=tz
Obsolescence The state of becoming out of date 3T

Internet of things The linking of everyday devices to the internet I 3F forrg
Big data Extremely large sets of data analysed for patterns | fe 221, 98a ke
Blockchain A secure, shared digital record of transactions ATRET

Quantum computing Computing that uses the rules of quantum physics | =aieq wgfen
Semiconductor A material that partly conducts electricity, used in | 1=

Operating system

The software that runs a computer

Augmented reality

Digital images laid over the real world

Hafifd arfaear

Every few months a new device promises to save us time, and in a narrow sense each one keeps its word.
The washing machine did the laundry; the search engine found the fact; the messaging app delivered the note
in an instant. Each of these promises, taken on its own, was perfectly true, and each machine did faithfully save
the very minutes it swore it would. Yet somehow the hours these tools were meant to free up have not appeared.
The reason is subtle. It has less to do with the machines themselves than with the quiet way they raise what is
expected of us. A tool that makes a task easier does not simply remove the task; it also raises what is expected of
us. When letters took days, a slow reply was forgiven; when messages arrive in seconds, an answer is demanded
at once, and we find ourselves tied to the very device that was to set us free. The lesson is not that the tools are
useless, but that convenience has a hidden price, and that time saved in one place has a way of quietly filling

up in another.

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Q1. In a ‘narrow sense’, each new device -
(a) fails at its task
(c) wastes our money
Q2. Why have the freed-up hours not appeared?
(@) the tools are too slow
(c) easier tasks raise what is expected of us

Q3. When messages arrive in seconds, a reply is -

(a) demanded at once
(c) never expected

(@) a clear benefit
(c) a scientific law
Q5. The main idea is that convenience -

(@) is always harmful

(b) does keep its promise
(d) breaks quickly
(b) people stopped working
(d) the devices are costly
(b) forgiven if slow
(d) sent by letter

Q4. ‘Tied to the very device that was to set us free’ is an example of -
(b) an irony
(d) a joke
(b) saves no time at all
(d) carries a hidden price

(c) should be refused

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage grants that each tool does the specific job it promised.

Q2 (C) A tool that eases a task also raises expectations, so the time is not truly freed.
Q3 (A) Instant delivery makes an immediate answer expected.

Q4 (B) The tool meant to free us ends up binding us — an ironic outcome.

Q5 (D) The close states convenience has a hidden price; saved time fills up elsewhere.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

There is a growing unease about how much machines now decide for us. An algorithm suggests what we
watch, what news we see, and increasingly whether we are offered a loan or a job. Quietly, and without anyone
ever deciding to hand them such power, these unseen systems have come to shape the course of ordinary lives,
sorting people into the approved and the refused. Its defenders point out, fairly, that a well-built system can
be faster and less biased than a tired human clerk. But there is a catch that is easy to miss. A human decision
can be questioned; one can ask the officer why, and appeal. A decision buried inside a complex program often
cannot be explained even by those who built it, and so it cannot truly be challenged. The danger, then, is not
that machines will think like us, but that we will accept their verdicts without the questioning we would demand
of any human in the same seat. A judgement that cannot be explained should not, whoever makes it, be the
final word.

Q1. What growing unease does the passage describe?

(a) machines breaking down (b) the cost of computers
(¢) how much machines decide for us (d) the speed of the internet
Q2. What fair point do the defenders make?
(a) machines never fail (b) a good system can be fast and less biased
(c) humans are useless (d) algorithms are cheap
Q3. The ‘catch’ is that a machine decision often -
(a) is always wrong (b) costs too much
(c) is too slow (d) cannot be explained or challenged
Q4. The real danger, the author says, is that we will -
(a) accept verdicts without questioning them (b) stop using machines
(c) think like computers (d) build faster clerks

Q5. The author concludes that an unexplainable judgement -
(a) should be the final word (b) should not be the final word
(¢) is always fair (d) is always faster

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (C) It opens with unease about how much machines now decide on our behalf.

Q2 (B) Defenders note a well-built system can be faster and less biased than a tired clerk.

Q3 (D) A decision inside a complex program may be unexplainable, so it cannot be challenged.

Q4 (A) The danger is accepting machine verdicts without the questioning we would demand of a human.
Q@5 (B) The last line: such a judgement should not be the final word, whoever makes it.
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An economy is, at heart, a giant system for answering one question: who gets what, and how. Households
offer their labour and want goods and services in return; firms produce those goods in the hope of profit; and
prices, rising and falling with supply and demand, act as signals that guide resources to where they are most
wanted. When money is plentiful and people feel confident, they spend, firms grow, and jobs multiply. When
confidence falls, spending shrinks, output drops, and unemployment climbs. This restless rise and fall is the
natural rhythm of any market economy.

Left entirely to itself, that rhythm can turn violent, so governments and central banks try to steady it. A
central bank raises or lowers interest rates — the price of borrowing money — to cool an overheating economy
or to warm a cold one. This is monetary policy. The government, meanwhile, adjusts its taxes and its spending,
its fiscal policy, to support demand when private spending is weak. Banks sit at the very centre of the machine,
gathering the savings of many and lending them to those who wish to build, buy or invest, turning idle money
into activity.

No modern economy stands alone. Through trade and finance, globalisation has tied nations so closely that
a shock in one large market is felt within hours in others. Within each country, the fruits of growth are rarely
shared evenly; inequality tends to widen, and a vast ‘informal’ workforce labours without contracts, savings or
protection. The system is powerful but fragile: too much borrowing can inflate bubbles that suddenly burst,
and a loss of trust can freeze lending overnight, as financial crises have repeatedly shown. Modern economics
therefore walks a tightrope between goals that pull against one another — growth that lifts living standards,
stability that keeps the machine from breaking down, and a basic fairness without which prosperity means very
little.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Surplus An amount left over after needs are met arferery, S
Deficit A shortfall; when spending is more than income 1T, SHHT
Volatile Changing quickly and unpredictably sAfeer, sAfAfv=a
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Lucrative Earning a lot of money; very profitable TR, T aTel
Incentive Something that encourages a person to act EISIEE]

Prudent Careful and sensible, especially with money foeryul, T
Stagnant Not growing or moving; still 37 gaA1, TR
Curb To control or limit something RERIMERIESRETG!
Subsidy Money the government gives to lower a cost qfewel, STIEH
Fluctuate To rise and fall irregularly FAT-de, SAX-<G
Accumulate To gather or build up over time Hiad T, ghg T T
Viable Able to work or succeed =ae, ferts
Austerity Strict cuts in public spending THa=afom, Fer Ferdt
Affluent Having plenty of money; wealthy O, o

Plummet To fall very quickly and steeply asit 9 i

Soar To rise very quickly and high St | g
Stimulate To encourage growth or activity Treatfed T, S 3
Scarcity A shortage; not enough of something A9E, HH

Frugal Careful and thrifty with money T, faqeae
Windfall An unexpected gain of money S PN IRGIE

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Inflation A steady, general rise in the prices of things HEEhTTd

Gdp The total value of all goods and services a country makes | §&al =gl 3 (SHEdT)
Interest rate The extra amount paid for borrowing money E2 SIS
Recession A period when the economy shrinks for months Ty

Fiscal policy The government’s plan for taxes and spending TSt ifd
Monetary policy A central bank’s control over money and interest Tifsw Aifa
Liquidity How easily an asset can be turned into cash GRSl
Collateral Property pledged as security for a loan Hufydes, Tt
Microfinance Very small loans given to poor borrowers g&H for
Capital Money or assets used to produce more wealth tIGﬁ

Demand and supply The two forces that together set a price i1 & amgfd
Credit Money borrowed now to be repaid later BT, IHR
Depreciation A fall in the value of an asset or currency HoTg™
Globalisation The growing links between the world’s economies EECicTu|
Informal sector Work that is unregistered and unprotected IR &5
Fiscal deficit The gap between government spending and its income | qSRINT =TT
Per capita income The average income earned per person gfa =afeq sma
Privatisation Transferring a business from state to private hands IREIETY]
Stagflation High inflation and weak growth at the same time B ES A INSIE R
Budget A government’s plan of income and spending EN A
Exchange rate The value of one currency against another fafma R
Stock market A market where company shares are traded IR NIR
Bond A loan to a government or firm that pays interest qs

Tariff A tax charged on imported goods SIRICE T
Monopoly Control of a whole market by a single seller THITHHR
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Unemployment rate The share of willing workers without jobs ELSEIETS

Purchasing power How much a unit of money can actually buy %9 v

Balance of trade A country’s exports minus its imports YN G

Black money Income hidden from the tax authorities EAGIICE]

Repo rate The rate at which the central bank lends to commercial | 31 €T
banks

Reverse repo rate The rate at which the central bank borrows from banks |fad 4 =T

Cash reserve ratio

The share of deposits banks must keep with the central
bank

ehe, ARfET ST (CRR)

Statutory liquidity ratio

The share of deposits banks must hold in safe liquid as-
sets

wifaferes deAd  STU
(SLR)

Non-performing asset

A loan on which repayment has stopped; a bad loan

R-foufea wfeafa (NPA)

Deflation

A general fall in prices, the opposite of inflation

K ereeain

Goods and services tax

A single indirect tax on the supply of goods and services

I @ a1 A (GST)

Foreign direct investment

Investment made by a foreign firm or person in a country

g faseft fe@ (FDI)

Central bank The bank that controls a country’s money and its banks | #&% &
Bull market A market in which prices are rising qSt T SR
Bear market A market in which prices are falling T w1 TSR
Balance of payments The record of a country’s dealings with the rest of the | 9JTdH wdeH
world
Devaluation A deliberate lowering of a currency’s value AT
Disinvestment The sale by the government of its stake in a firm ICIBEE]
Direct tax A tax paid directly on income or wealth TJIe hT
Indirect tax A tax on goods and services, paid through the price 3TgTe] HL

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Inflation is often described as a thief, and the image is a fair one, for it steals quietly and from the least
protected. When prices rise steadily, each rupee buys a little less than it did, and money kept in a drawer slowly
loses its worth without a single note being taken. The theft leaves no fingerprints and names no culprit, which is
exactly why it is borne so quietly; a family may grow slowly poorer for years without ever being able to say who
has robbed them. The rich are shielded, for their wealth sits in land, shares and gold, which tend to rise with
prices. It is the poor and the salaried, whose earnings are fixed and whose savings are small, who feel the loss
most sharply. A little inflation is thought to be healthy, a sign of a growing economy; but when it runs too fast,
it eats away at trust itself, and people rush to spend before their money shrinks further. The task of the central
bank is to keep this thief on a short leash — present, but never allowed to run wild.

Q1. Why is inflation compared to a thief?

(a) it is illegal

(c) it is easy to catch

(b) it steals value quietly from savings

(d) it helps the poor

Q2. Who is shielded from inflation?
(a) the salaried (b) the poor
(c) the rich, whose wealth is in land and gold (d) children
Q3. Who feels the loss most sharply?
(a) landowners (b) the poor and the salaried
(c) shareholders (d) bankers
Q4. A little inflation is seen as -
(a) a healthy sign of growth (b) always dangerous

(c) proof of theft

(d) a fall in prices
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Q5. The central bank’s task is to -
(a) remove money (b) keep inflation controlled, not wild
(c) raise prices fast (d) protect only the rich

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) Rising prices quietly reduce what money can buy, like a thief taking value unseen.
Q2 (C) The wealthy hold assets like land and gold that rise with prices, protecting them.
Q3 (B) Those with fixed earnings and small savings suffer most.

Q4 (A) The passage says mild inflation is thought healthy, a sign of a growing economy.
Q5 (B) It must keep the ‘thief’ on a short leash — present but never running wild.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

When a factory closes, the loss reported in the news is the loss of jobs, and that is real enough. But the
deeper damage spreads outward in circles that no headline records. The workers who lose their wages stop
spending, and so the tea stall, the tailor and the grocer nearby lose their custom too. The wage that is no longer
earned is also, at once, the wage that is no longer spent, and so the loss ripples outward from the factory gate
into every shop and street that leaned upon it. Children may be taken out of school; a family’s savings, built
over years, drain away in months. Worst of all is what economists dryly call the loss of skill: a machinist who
sits idle for two years does not simply wait, he slowly forgets, and the country loses not only his present work
but his future value. This is why unemployment is treated as more than a private misfortune. It is a wound to
the whole community, and a cost that is paid long after the factory gates have rusted shut.

Q1. The ‘deeper damage’ of a factory closing is that -
(a) the loss spreads to nearby businesses too (b) only owners suffer
(c) prices rise (d) the news ignores it
Q2. What may happen to a family’s savings?

(a) they grow (b) they drain away in months
(c) they are taxed (d) they are hidden
Q3. The ‘loss of skill’ means an idle worker -
(a) slowly forgets his craft (b) earns more
(c) changes jobs easily (d) trains others

Q4. Unemployment is treated as more than a private misfortune because it -
(a) isillegal (b) raises wages
() wounds the whole community (d) helps grocers
Q5. The tone of the passage is best described as -
(a) cheerful (b) indifferent
() mocking (d) serious and concerned
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) Lost wages mean less spending, hurting the tea stall, tailor and grocer nearby.
Q2 (B) The passage says savings built over years can drain away in months.

Q3 (A) A machinist idle for years forgets, losing his future value.

Q4 (C) Its costs ripple through the community, not just the individual.

Q5 (D) The passage soberly weighs the wide, lasting harm of unemployment.
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A constitution is the rulebook of a nation — the document that decides who holds power, how they come to
hold it, and what limits they must respect. In a democracy, that power is said to flow from the people themselves,
who choose their representatives through elections held at regular intervals. The genius of the design is that
no single person or group is allowed to hold all the power at once. Instead it is divided: a legislature makes the
laws, an executive carries them out, and an independent judiciary interprets them and decides when they have
been broken.

At the heart of a free society sit the fundamental rights of its citizens — the right to speak and write freely, to
follow any faith or none, to gather, and to be treated equally before the law. These rights matter most precisely
when they are inconvenient to those in power, and so the courts exist to defend them, if need be against the
government itself. A related idea, the rule of law, insists that everyone, however high, stands beneath the law
rather than above it. Power, in a healthy state, is not a personal possession but a public trust.

Yet a fine constitution on paper guarantees nothing. It comes alive only through institutions that actually
function and citizens who actually take part. A free press, an active civil society and honest officials are the
machinery that keeps the promise. Where they weaken, the promise hollows out: corruption drains public
money, weak enforcement lets the powerful escape, and public apathy leaves the field to the few. Populism
poses a subtler danger, flattering the majority while trampling the minority whom the constitution was written
to protect. Good governance, in the end, is not a monument built once and admired forever. It is a daily practice
— decisions taken in the open, leaders answerable for what they do, and a public that refuses to let power forget
who it belongs to.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Sovereign Having supreme power and full independence Hyy, Hared
Accountable Required to explain and answer for one’s actions SareRE, STEET
Legitimate Allowed by law; rightful and valid e, =AIETd
Impartial Not favouring any side; fair Troqe

Arbitrary Based on personal whim rather than reason or rule T, TSR
Uphold To support and keep in force AN TG, THLA HET
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Enact To make something into a law sAfufafad 3, wEE S A
Transparent Open and easy to see through; not hidden R iEcail

Coerce To force someone by threat or pressure g HET, A9 STl
Mandate The authority given by voters to act SR, feR
Dissent Open disagreement with an official view qeqfd, fady
Tyranny Cruel and unjust use of absolute power AR, TRz
Advocate To speak or argue in favour of something q&y T, IehRTerd Rl
Partisan Strongly supporting one party or side &I, JeTd
Repeal To officially cancel a law & T, ® Rl
Ratify To give formal approval to STHIEA &, gfte T
Nepotism Unfair favour shown to one’s relatives I ES | I
Consensus General agreement among a group g, W FeAfa
Autonomous Self-governing; independent W, Tt
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Constitution The supreme law that governs a country gfaum

Legislature The body that makes the laws [ERIRED

Executive The branch that carries out and enforces laws EapEICa)
Judiciary The system of courts that interprets law UTfeART
Fundamental rights The basic freedoms guaranteed to all citizens Tifeter 1R
Federalism A system sharing power between centre and states RSl

Separation of powers Dividing government into independent branches vifeRTa ST geraRhol
Democracy A system of rule by the people through voting GICTE
Amendment A formal change made to a law or constitution E NG

Rule of law The principle that all are equally bound by law fafa =1 o=
Suffrage The right to vote in elections HaTfeeRr
Bureaucracy The body of appointed government officials EIETNIE
Secularism The state treating all religions equally SRy eTar
Electorate All the people entitled to vote HA Tl e
Judicial review Courts checking whether laws are valid It gHeT
Majoritarianism Rule by the majority without protecting minorities TEHEARAR

Welfare state A state that provides for its citizens’ basic needs FHATH T
Coalition An alliance of parties formed to govern together LEERE
Referendum A direct public vote on a single question S G9UE
Ombudsman An official appointed to check misuse of power KIEXIS

Veto The power to reject a proposed decision foenfierr
Impeachment A formal charge to remove a high official HeTfamT

Civil liberties The basic personal freedoms of a citizen AR Ty
Manifesto A party’s public statement of its aims RIEIEE]
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Constituency The area represented by one elected member fratem &=
Proportional representa- | Seats shared in line with votes won sAraTfaes fafafuc
tion
Quorum The least members needed for a valid meeting TTorgfct
Plebiscite A direct vote of the whole people ERLK
Autonomy The right of a region to govern itself R IR
Public opinion The shared views of the people SHd, SR
Preamble The opening statement of a constitution’s aims TS
Directive principles Guidelines to the state for making its policy ifq feeer 9=
Fundamental duties The basic duties expected of every citizen Tifes wde
Ordinance A law issued by the executive when the legislature is | 37eaRw

not sitting
Bicameral Having two houses of legislature fgaea
Cabinet The group of senior ministers who run the government | Gf5Hsa
Writ A formal court order that protects a right fie, =rmrRe

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

The right to free speech is easy to praise and hard to keep, for it is tested not by the words we like but by
the words we cannot stand. Anyone will defend a pleasant opinion; the real question is whether a society can
tolerate the speech that offends it, short of the point where words become a genuine call to violence. It costs us
nothing to grant freedom to the ideas we happen to share; the only test that means anything is whether we will
grant it as readily to the ideas we find foolish or wrong. History gives a clear warning. Wherever a government
has been allowed to silence its critics — always, at first, for the noblest reasons, to keep order or protect feelings
— the power has never stopped at the target for which it was granted. The same law written to silence a hateful
voice is soon turned upon an inconvenient one. This is why the wisest constitutions guard speech so jealously,
and why they place the burden not on the speaker to justify his words, but on the state to justify any attempt

to silence them.

Q1. Free speech is truly tested by -

(a) the words we like
(c) pleasant opinions

(b) the words we cannot stand

(d) official speeches

Q2. Governments usually begin silencing critics -
(a) openly and cruelly (b) for the noblest reasons

(c) to raise money

(d) by accident

Q3. What warning does history give?
(a) the power never stops at its first target (b) critics are always wrong
(c) speech is harmless (d) order is impossible
Q4. Where is the only limit on speech placed?

(a) at offensive words

(b) at unpleasant opinions

(c) at criticism of leaders (d) at a genuine call to violence

Q5. Wise constitutions place the burden on -
(a) the speaker to justify his words (b) the state to justify silencing them
(c) the courts to stay silent (d) the people to agree

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage says the test is tolerating offensive speech, not agreeable speech.
Q2 (B) Such power is first taken ‘for the noblest reasons’, like keeping order.
Q3 (A) A law made to silence one voice is soon turned on inconvenient ones.
Q4 (D) The passage allows limits only where words become a real call to violence.
Q5 (B) The state, not the speaker, must justify any attempt to silence speech.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

Corruption is often imagined as a few greedy officials taking bribes, but its true cost is far larger and falls,
as usual, on those least able to bear it. When a road is built with stolen funds, it is laid thin and cracks within
a season; when a post is sold rather than earned, the buyer must recover his price, and does so at the public’s
expense. Each small theft may seem victimless, yet together they drain the schools, hospitals and clean water
that a budget was meant to provide. What is stolen is never merely money on a page; it is the classroom that was
never built, the medicine that never arrived, the clean water that never reached the village. The deepest damage,
however, is not to any single project but to trust. Where people believe that honesty is punished and cunning
rewarded, the honest grow weary and the system rots from within. The cure is rarely a single grand law. It is the
slow, unglamorous work of open accounts, free scrutiny, and the steady certainty that the powerful, too, will be

caught.
Q1. The ‘true cost’ of corruption falls mainly on -
(a) those least able to bear it (b) greedy officials
(c) the wealthy (d) foreign countries
Q2. A road built with stolen funds -
(a) cracks within a season (b) lasts longer
(c) is never built (d) 1is free
Q3. When a post is ‘sold rather than earned’, the buyer -
(a) works for free (b) recovers his price at the public’s expense
(c) refuses the job (d) trains others
Q4. The deepest damage of corruption is to -
(a) trust (b) roads
(c) foreign trade (d) the weather
Q5. The cure, the author says, is -
(a) one grand law (b) open accounts and steady scrutiny
(c) harsher speeches (d) ignoring the problem

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A)
Q2 (A)
Q3 (B)
Q4 (A)
Q5 (B)

The passage stresses the cost falls on the poor and vulnerable.

Stolen funds mean a thin road that cracks quickly.

The buyer recoups his payment by exploiting the public.

Beyond any project, corruption destroys public trust.

It is the slow work of transparency, scrutiny and certain accountability.
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Every society is bound together by an invisible web of shared rules, roles and relationships. These give life
its order and meaning — but no society is free of strain. Wealth divides the rich from the poor; discrimination
sorts people unfairly by gender, caste, religion or race; and the rush of people into fast-growing cities crowds
millions into places that cannot yet house or serve them. Underneath these divisions lie two great resources,
education and health, which are shared so unevenly that they largely decide who will rise in life and who will
be left behind.

Societies do change, but the change tends to come slowly and often painfully — through reform passed into law,
through protest that forces attention, or through the quiet shifting of attitudes across generations. As a society
modernises, its old certainties loosen. Families grow smaller and scatter across cities and countries; women enter
workplaces and roles once closed to them; and customs long taken for granted are suddenly open to question.
Some mourn what is being lost, while others celebrate new freedoms — and both feelings are usually present
at once.

The hardest truth about social change is that law can only do part of the work. A law can forbid an injustice,
but it cannot by itself remove the prejudice in a mind or the habit in a community. That deeper change is
cultural, and it is slow: it means replacing suspicion with empathy, and exclusion with a genuine sense that
every member belongs. Technology now adds its own twist, connecting people across the world while sometimes
isolating them from the neighbour next door. In the end, a society is best judged not by the wealth of its richest
or the height of its towers, but by the dignity and security it is willing to guarantee to its weakest members.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Prevalent Common; widespread at a particular time gafed, 9
Marginalised Pushed to the edges of society and ignored BIRTT 9 eehel T, Suferd
Inclusive Open and welcoming to every kind of person B ICHl

Stigma Strong social disapproval attached to something HcAdh, SEATHT

Disparity A great and unfair difference between things STATT, Tasman
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Empower To give someone power and control over their life IR HEAl
Plight A difficult and unfortunate situation gaen, faufq
Prejudice An unfair opinion formed before knowing the facts 1@1"!;1‘5’

Alienation A feeling of not belonging or being cut off ST, ST
Uplift To raise to a better condition M T, JHW I3
Vulnerable Easily harmed or hurt; needing protection STfera, wegAeia
Grievance A real or imagined cause for complaint TrerTad, firen
Equitable Fair and just to everyone IEETd, 9HH
Oppress To keep down by unjust and harsh treatment T AT, IS Al
Destitute Without money, food or a home; very poor Tt saemr
Emancipate To set free from restraint or bondage Yl HET
Conform To behave the way most others do I BT, & ST
Upheaval A great and sudden change or disturbance IYA-4UA
Cohesion The state of sticking or holding together Thedl, Hafad
Deprived Lacking the basic things needed for life e
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Urbanisation The movement of people into growing cities MFRETI
Inequality The unequal sharing of wealth or opportunity 3Tl
Discrimination Treating a group unfairly because of who they are JEqTg
Demography The statistical study of human populations SELCIECEA
Migration People moving from one place to settle in another a9

Social mobility The ability to move up or down social classes RS IS CARIRMIGG)
Gender equality Equal rights and status for all genders it THMT
Welfare Help given by the state to those in need FHAT, -Gl
Literacy The ability to read and write ESIEREG]|
Stereotype A fixed, oversimplified idea about a group wigag HRUN
Caste A hereditary class into which one is born i

Poverty line The income level below which one is counted poor e T
Patriarchy A social system dominated by men Toqen

Social stratification The ranking of society into layers rHTfSTeh TRl
Secularism Keeping religion separate from the state yHfRYeTar
Empowerment Giving people control over their own lives TR LT
Nuclear family A household of just parents and their children T qRER

Affirmative action

Policy that favours disadvantaged groups

Social capital The value of a person’s networks and mutual trust |9t gt
Gentrification Poorer residents pushed out as an area grows richer | FeflHeh0
Communalism Hostility organised along religious lines B P EIRET]
Dowry Property demanded from a bride’s family at marriage | <@

Child labour Employing children below the legal age EISEL
Gender gap The difference in status between men and women ST SR
Social exclusion Shutting a group out of ordinary life qHIfSeh dfesh R
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Civil society Citizen groups that act outside the state AR THTS
Digital divide The gap between those with and without technology | fsfsea fawrsm
Assimilation The absorption of a group into a wider culture STCHATATR 0T
Urban sprawl The uncontrolled spread of a city outward IEY TER
Social justice Fair shares of rights and resources for all qHIfSer =
Sex ratio The number of females per thousand males SRR RIG]
Census The official counting of a country’s population SERNEI
Human rights The basic rights that belong to every person HHATHHR

Non-governmental organi-
sation

A private body working for a social cause

R-ThM "1 (NGO)

Feminism

The movement for equal rights for women

Standard of living

The level of comfort and wealth a person enjoys

SICRRESE

When people speak of educating girls, they often speak only of fairness, as though it were a debt owed
to one half of the population. It is that, but it is also far more, for the education of a girl reaches outward in a
way that few other investments do. A girl who stays in school marries later and by choice; she has fewer and
healthier children; and because a mother is usually a child’s first teacher, her learning passes silently to the
next generation. She earns, and what she earns tends to return to her family rather than to be spent on herself.
The benefit, in other words, never stops with her alone; it lows onward to her children, her family and her
neighbours, multiplying quietly with every extra year she stays at her desk. Studies across many poor countries
point, again and again, to the same quiet finding: that few things lift a village faster than its daughters’schooling.
To keep a girl from the classroom, then, is not to fail one child. It is to dim a light that would have reached an

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

entire household, and the household after that.
Q1. Educating girls is described as more than fairness because it -

dim a light that would reach a whole household

(a) costs nothing (b) reaches outward to whole families
(c) is required by law (d) pleases teachers
Q2. A girl who stays in school tends to -
(a) marry earlier (b) marry later and by choice
(c) leave her family (d) earn nothing
Q3. Why does a mother’s learning reach the next generation?
(a) she teaches in schools (b) a mother is a child’s first teacher
(c) she writes books (d) the state requires it
Q4. What tends to happen to what a woman earns?
(a) it is wasted (b) it returns to her family
(c) it is taxed away (d) it is hidden
Q5. To keep a girl from school is, the author says, to -
(a) save money (b)
(c) help her family (d) protect her

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B)
Q2 (B)
Q3 (B)
Q4 (B)
Q5 (B)

The passage argues a girl’s education benefits her family and the next generation.
The text says she marries later and by choice, with fewer, healthier children.
Because a mother is usually the child’s first teacher, her learning passes on.

Her earnings tend to return to the family rather than be spent on herself.

It harms not one child but an entire household and beyond.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

The village empties and the city swells; this is the great movement of our age. Every year, millions leave
the fields for the promise of the town — for work, for wages, for a life less bound by weather and custom. Much
of that promise is real. Cities do offer higher pay, schools, hospitals and a freedom the village rarely allows.
For a great many, the move is a genuine step upward, and the city does make good on at least a part of what it
first seemed to promise. But the newcomer often finds a harder bargain than he expected. He arrives to a room
shared with strangers, work that is uncertain, and a loneliness that the crowded street somehow deepens rather
than eases. The ties of the village — the neighbour who helped at harvest, the elder who settled a quarrel — do
not exist here, and nothing has yet grown to replace them. The challenge for the modern city is not to stop this
movement, which cannot be stopped, but to make itself a place where the newcomer can belong, and not merely
survive.

Q1. ‘The great movement of our age’ refers to -

(a) people leaving cities (b) the fall of wages

(c) the growth of farms (d) people moving from village to city
Q2. Why do millions leave the fields?

(a) for weather and custom (b) to avoid schools

(c) to farm better (d) for work, wages and a freer life

Q3. What harder bargain does the newcomer often find?
(a) free housing (b) uncertain work and loneliness
(c) too many friends (d) easy wealth

Q4. Which village ties are said to be missing in the city?

(a) the helpful neighbour and the elder (b) the landlord and the tax man
(c) the factory and the road (d) the school and hospital
Q5. The challenge for the city is to -
(a) stop the movement (b) help the newcomer belong, not merely survive
(c) empty itself (d) send people back

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (D) The passage describes migration from the countryside to swelling cities.

Q2 (D) They leave for work, wages and a life less bound by weather and custom.

Q3 (B) He finds shared rooms, uncertain work and a deepened loneliness.

Q4 (A) The passage names the neighbour who helped at harvest and the elder who settled quarrels.
Q5 (B) The close says the city must let newcomers belong, not just survive.

=
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Health is far more than the absence of disease; it is a balance between body, mind and the world we live
in. For most of human history, the great killers were infectious diseases — spread by tiny organisms such as
bacteria and viruses — which swept through crowded, unclean settlements and took the young first. The turning
point was not a single miracle drug but a set of quieter advances: clean drinking water, the safe disposal of
waste, vaccines that trained the body to defend itself, and antibiotics that could kill bacteria once an illness had
begun.

As those old enemies were pushed back, a new pattern took their place. Today the heaviest burden in much
of the world comes from chronic, lifestyle-linked conditions — diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure and
obesity — which build up slowly over years and are driven by poor diet, too little movement and constant stress.
Against such diseases, prevention matters more than cure. A balanced diet, regular exercise, clean surroundings
and enough sleep protect a population more cheaply and more surely than the finest hospital. Mental health,
long hidden by shame and neglect, is now understood to be inseparable from physical health, for a troubled
mind wears down the body just as surely as any germ.

Yet good health is never shared equally. Its deepest causes are social — income, education, housing and
clean water — which is why the poor fall ill more often and recover less. Medicine advances at astonishing
speed, with gene therapies, precise new drugs and vaccines designed in months rather than years. But the
oldest lessons still hold firmest. Most illness can be prevented, early detection saves lives, and the true health
of a society is measured less by the brilliance of its rare cures than by the plain, reliable care it makes available
to every one of its members.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Chronic Lasting for a long time; slow to heal SreeRTicteh, AT
Acute Severe and sudden, but usually short g, sTAafersh
Immune Protected against a particular disease gfaferd, ITe
Symptom A sign that shows a person is ill 18707

Remedy A medicine or treatment that cures IR, SATS
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Susceptible Easily affected or likely to catch something T3, UguTeiiel
Contagious Spreading from one person to another by contact HehTAeh, Td i
Fatigue Extreme tiredness or exhaustion Peac

Alleviate To make pain or a problem less severe HH HET, T8 <A
Prevalent Common and widespread Yo, s
Holistic Treating the whole person, not just the illness Y, Hatiro
Deficiency A shortage of something the body needs T, A9
Sedentary Involving much sitting; not active TfaEH, 98w aren
Robust Strong and healthy TR, U
Ailment A minor illness [, SR
Recuperate To recover after illness e B, A
Hygiene Cleanliness that keeps disease away Fesdl

Onset The beginning of a disease or condition IR, e
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Immunity The body’s natural defence against disease PIGEE

Antibiotic A drug that kills or stops bacteria yfasifaes, Thamifes
Vaccine A substance that trains the body to fight a disease FepT, ST
Pathogen Any tiny organism that causes disease RUSEED

Epidemic A disease spreading fast through a community TR

Pandemic An epidemic that spreads across the world forgemt

Chronic disease A long-lasting illness like diabetes refenifers T
Nutrition The nourishment the body gets from food qryor

Metabolism The chemical processes that keep the body alive ERIEER]

Antibody A protein the body makes to fight infection yfaeedt

Diagnosis The identifying of a disease from its signs A

Prognosis The likely future course of a disease WI-F=M, qafgaE
Sanitation Clean disposal of waste to protect health TE3dl, Gl SaEel

Communicable disease

A disease that spreads between people

Immunisation Making a person immune, usually by vaccine FehTh T
Obesity Having too much body fat, harming health e

Public health Protecting the health of a whole population Hesleh TR
Quarantine Keeping the sick apart to stop a spread T, FEREA
Mental health A person’s emotional and psychological well-being AMgS e
Malnutrition Poor health caused by a bad or lacking diet 0T
Preventive care Care that stops disease before it begins frames @™
Vector-borne disease A disease carried by insects like mosquitoes Mg STd
Antibiotic resistance Germs surviving the drugs meant to kill them yfaeifas gfaay
Incubation period The gap between infection and first symptoms EEGEREEIS]
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Non-communicable disease | A disease that does not spread between people A= T
Endemic A disease regularly found in a particular area Toqfaes T
Antigen A substance that triggers the body’s immune response | 3fdsH

Mortality rate The number of deaths in a population over time g I

Therapy Treatment meant to heal a disorder Taferear, SY=R
World health organization The un body that guides global health fova e gmea

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Modern medicine has grown so skilled at curing that we have half-forgotten the older art of not falling ill.
A hospital can now repair a heart that a lifetime of bad habits has ruined, and this is a marvel; but it is a costly
and painful marvel, and it arrives late. The surgeon's skill is real and deserves our thanks, yet it is summoned
only once the damage is done, when a little plain care taken years earlier might have spared the patient the
whole ordeal. The plain truth, dull beside the drama of surgery, is that most of the diseases that fill our wards
were preventable. They were built slowly, over years, out of too much sugar and salt, too little movement,
tobacco, and sleep too often sacrificed. A brisk walk is cheaper than a bypass, and a good diet cheaper than
a lifetime of pills. None of this is glamorous, and perhaps that is why it is so easily ignored. Yet a society that
spends fortunes to cure what it could have prevented has, in a sense, mistaken the repair shop for the road.
Q1. What older art have we ‘half-forgotten’?

(a) the art of surgery (b) the art of not falling ill
(c) the art of medicine (d) the art of cooking
Q2. Repairing a ruined heart is called a marvel that is -
(a) cheap and early (b) wuseless
(c) simple and quick (d) costly, painful and late
Q3. Most diseases that fill the wards were -
(@) incurable (b) sudden
(c) imaginary (d) preventable
Q4. Which comparison does the author make?
(a) a bypass is cheaper than a walk (b) a walk is cheaper than a bypass
(c) pills are cheaper than diet (d) surgery is free
Q5. ‘Mistaken the repair shop for the road’ means valuing -
(a) prevention over cure (b) cure over prevention
(c) hospitals over homes (d) doctors over patients

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage opens by contrasting curing with the older art of prevention.

Q2 (D) It calls the cure a costly, painful marvel that arrives late.

Q3 (D) The ‘plain truth’is that most such diseases were preventable.

Q4 (B) ‘A brisk walk is cheaper than a bypass.’

Q5 (B) It criticises spending on cure while neglecting the prevention that comes first.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

For a broken leg we feel only sympathy, but for a troubled mind we have long reserved a curious blend
of fear and blame. This double standard is one of the cruellest and least sensible in all of medicine. We would
never dream of blaming a man for his broken leg, or telling him briskly to walk it off, and yet with an illness
of the mind we do very nearly that. A person suffering from depression or anxiety is ill in a way as real as any
fever, yet is often told, in effect, to simply try harder — advice no one would dare give to a patient with a broken
bone. The result is a silence that makes everything worse. Ashamed to speak, the sufferer hides the illness until
it deepens, and help that might have come early comes late or not at all. The change now slowly under way is
a simple but powerful one: to treat the mind as part of the body, to speak of its troubles without shame, and to
offer them the same plain care and patience we have always offered a wound that we can see.
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Q1. How do we usually treat a person with a broken leg?
(a) with blame (b) with sympathy
(c) with silence (d) with fear
Q2. The ‘double standard’ is that mental illness meets -
(a) fear and blame (b) full understanding
(¢) quick cure (d) no reaction
Q3. Telling a depressed person to ‘try harder’ is like -
(@) helping a broken bone (b) advising a broken bone to heal itself
(c) giving medicine (d) offering rest
Q4. What does the resulting silence cause?
(a) faster recovery (b) less shame
(c) the illness to deepen (d) better care
Q5. The change now under way is to -
(a) hide mental illness (b) treat the mind as part of the body
(c) ignore the body (d) blame the sufferer
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage contrasts sympathy for a broken leg with blame for mental illness.

Q2 (A) A troubled mind meets fear and blame, unlike a visible injury.

Q3 (B) Such advice would never be given to a broken-bone patient — the point of the comparison.
Q4 (C) Shame keeps the sufferer silent, so the illness deepens and help comes late.

Q5 (B) The close urges treating the mind as part of the body, without shame.
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Geography shapes the fate of nations more quietly, and more completely, than we usually notice.
Mountains and rivers decide where borders fall; rainfall decides where crops will grow; and the scattering of soil,
minerals and water across the land decides where great cities rise and where deserts spread. The subject has
two halves that meet at every point. Physical geography studies the earth itself — its landforms, its climate, its
oceans and rivers — while human geography studies how people settle upon that stage, how they farm it, trade
across it and move over it in search of a better life.

Upon this physical stage, agriculture feeds the world. For most farmers, everything still turns on three
things: the arrival of the monsoon, the depth of fertile soil, and, increasingly, irrigation to carry water where the
rain will not reach. Yet the land is under growing strain. Overuse exhausts the soil; groundwater is pumped out
far faster than it can refill; and a warming climate makes the rains later, shorter and harder to predict. Natural
disasters — a flood, a drought, an earthquake — can wipe out years of patient progress in a single day.

Modern farming has answered by raising yields, through better seeds, chemical fertilisers and machines,
but often at a heavy cost to the very soil and water it depends on. The defining challenge of the century is
therefore a hard one: to feed a still-growing population from a fixed and shrinking store of land and fresh
water — to grow more while using less, and to do so without wearing out the ground on which all food, and all
civilisation, finally rests.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Arid Very dry, with little rain ek, @l

Fertile Able to produce good crops EEEIRD

Terrain The physical features of a stretch of land YA, IRl
Temperate Having a mild climate, neither very hot nor cold SfrdreoT, FHdreo
Rugged Rough and uneven, with rocks and hills Iag-TEg, deg
Erode To wear away slowly, as soil by water or wind SRS BT, THel
Cultivate To prepare land and grow crops on it Wl T, S
Barren Unable to produce plants or crops T, S

Irrigate To supply land with water for farming =g e

Deplete To use up until little remains U T, GcH hddl
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Torrential (Of rain) falling heavily and fast HHATIR
Fallow (Of land) left unplanted to recover o, famn s
Perennial Lasting or flowing through the whole year IREHTET, TEEER
Desolate Empty, bare and lifeless 3I91E, AR
Dense Thickly crowded or packed together e, o4
Famine An extreme and widespread shortage of food 31T, gfvet
Harvest To gather a ripened crop THA hIeAl
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Monsoon The seasonal wind that brings heavy rain g
Irrigation The artificial watering of farmland fo=me
Groundwater Water stored in the soil and rock underground ST

Fertile soil Soil that is rich in the nutrients plants need 30 et
Yield The crop output produced per unit of land ELE

Erosion The wearing away of soil by wind or water 3TYEH, held
Fertiliser A substance added to soil to feed crops Ik, TS
Drought A long period with too little rain a1, Fee
Cash crop A crop grown chiefly to be sold for money TR HEA
Topography The shape and features of the land surface TR id
Aquifer An underground layer of water-bearing rock STAYd
Arable land Land that is suitable for growing crops FfY = g
Precipitation Water that falls as rain, snow or hail ELL|
Desertification The turning of fertile land into desert AR O]
Food security Reliable access to enough safe food for all Qe g
Crop rotation Growing different crops in turn to keep soil healthy A I
Watershed An area of land that drains into one river TAHWR, ST fasrsten
Subsistence farming Farming only to feed one’s own family frafe o
Green revolution The sharp rise in yields from modern farming TR wifa
Delta The fertile fan of land where a river meets the sea 2@, T_gE
Water table The upper level below which the ground is soaked ISR
Tributary A smaller river that flows into a larger one e TSl
Plateau A large area of high, flat land 3R

Glacier A slow-moving mass of ice on land ferg, TR
Salinity The amount of salt in soil or water S0, WA
Latitude Distance north or south of the equator 378779
Longitude Distance measured east or west of the prime meridian | 3nd@
Equator The imaginary line around the middle of the earth qHeq T
Altitude The height of a place above sea level S, g
Humidity The amount of water vapour in the air TS
Organic farming Farming without chemical fertilisers or pesticides Sifeer @t
Tectonic plate A large moving section of the earth’s crust foedfies wie
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Beneath the dry fields of much of the country lies a hidden reserve that has quietly kept farming alive:
the aquifer, a layer of water-bearing rock that stores rain filtered slowly downward over centuries. For decades
it seemed inexhaustible. Cheap electric pumps and ever-deeper borewells let farmers draw upon it freely, and
harvests rose even as the rains themselves grew less reliable. But an aquifer is a bank account, not a spring;
it can be overdrawn. In district after district the water table has fallen year by year, forcing wells deeper and
pumps more powerful, until the poorest farmers, unable to afford the descent, are left with dry bores and
cracked, useless land. The bitter irony is that the remedy was known all along. Where villages have caught the
rain, revived their old ponds, and agreed to share what lies below rather than race one another to the bottom,
the water table has slowly begun to climb once more. The ground, it turns out, will refill — but only for those
with the patience to let it.

Q1. The passage is mainly about -

(a) the overuse and slow recovery of groundwater  (b) the invention of electric pumps

(c) the history of Indian farming (d) the price of borewells
Q2. Why are the poorest farmers the worst affected?

(a) they refuse to use pumps (b) they own no land

(c) they cannot afford ever-deeper wells (d) they get too much rain

Q3. In the passage, the word ‘aquifer’ refers to -
(a) a type of electric pump (b) a layer of water-bearing rock underground
(c) alarge surface pond (d) a season of heavy rain
Q4. ‘An aquifer is a bank account, not a spring’ suggests that it -
(a) never runs out (b) can be overdrawn and must be refilled
(c) produces its own water (d) belongs to the bank
Q5. The tone of the final two sentences is best described as -
(a) angry and hopeless (b) cautiously hopeful
(c) light and joking (d) cold and factual
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) The passage traces how the aquifer was overdrawn and how it can recover — the central theme.

Q2 (C) As the water table falls, only those who can afford deeper wells cope; the poor are left with dry bores.
Q3 (B) The passage defines the aquifer as ‘a layer of water-bearing rock that stores rain’.

Q4 (B) The metaphor warns that, like a bank account, an aquifer can be drained beyond what is put back.
Q5 (B) The ending notes that the water table ‘has begun to climb once more’ — a guarded hopefulness.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

There is a quiet crisis spreading through some of the world’s most productive farmland, and its cause
is the very water meant to save it. In dry regions, farmers irrigate heavily to coax crops from thirsty soil; but
all irrigation water carries a little dissolved salt, and when that water evaporates under a hot sun, the salt is
left behind. The water rises into the air and drifts away, but the salt it carried has nowhere else to go, and so,
grain by grain, it stays and slowly gathers. Season after season it gathers in the upper soil, a process known as
salinisation, until at last the ground turns white and hard and will grow almost nothing. Land that fed families
for generations can be ruined within a few decades in this way. The cruelty of it is that the early signs are easy to
miss, and the damage is slow, silent and, once advanced, very difficult to reverse. Yet it is not inevitable. Careful
drainage, less wasteful watering, and salt-tolerant crops can hold the process back. The lesson is an old one in
a new form: that a remedy applied without care can, in time, become the very disease.

Q1. What is the ‘quiet crisis’ described in the passage?
(a) a shortage of farmers (b) a fall in crop prices

(c) the ruin of farmland by salt (d) the spread of new crops
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Q2. How does salt build up in the soil?

(a) it is added as fertiliser

(b) irrigation water evaporates and leaves salt behind

(c) it blows in from the sea

(d) crops release it

Q3. The word ‘salinisation’ in the passage means the -

(@) removal of salt from soil (b) gathering of salt in the soil
(c) watering of dry land (d) growing of crops
Q4. Why is the crisis especially dangerous?
(a) its early signs are easy to miss (b) it happens overnight
(c) it only affects poor soil (d) it is easily reversed
Q5. ‘A remedy applied without care can become the very disease’ means that —
(a) irrigation is always harmful (b) a cure used carelessly may cause harm
(c) salt is good for crops (d) farmers should stop watering

Q1 (C)
Q2 (B)
Q3 (B)
Q4 (A)
Q5 (B)

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

The passage is about salt slowly ruining irrigated farmland.

Irrigation water carries salt; when it evaporates, the salt is left in the soil.

The passage names salinisation as the process by which salt gathers in the upper soil.

The damage is slow and silent, its early signs easy to miss and hard to reverse once advanced.
Irrigation, meant to help, causes ruin when used without care — the remedy becomes the disease.

Page no. Comprehension capsule by Prashant Solanki Sir . ‘




’ e
,{ ®

P = - 227 N
CHAPTER # Psychology & Behaviour
/r;;‘ .4:4_-. coomw

Y 7

Psychology & Behaviour History is not a dry list of dates but the long, tangled story of how human societies
have risen, clashed and remade themselves. Great civilisations — the Indus, the Egyptian, the Greek — built
cities, wrote laws and traded across continents, only to fade as climates shifted, empires overreached, or fresh
powers arose to replace them. In India, dynasty followed dynasty, leaving behind temples, forts and manuscripts,
until colonial rule reshaped the whole subcontinent and a long, mass freedom struggle at last won it back. One
truth about the subject is easy to forget: history is never simply what happened. It is always pieced together,
from inscriptions, coins, ruins and records, by someone — and so the very same event may be told in sharply
different ways.

Culture is history’s living residue, the part of the past that never quite becomes past. It survives in the
languages we speak, the festivals we keep, and the art, music and craft handed down from one generation to the
next. Heritage sites preserve this memory in stone, while oral traditions carry it in song and story where nothing
was ever written down.

To study the past, then, is not mere curiosity; it is how a people comes to understand its own present. The
borders, the beliefs, the old grievances that shape today were all forged somewhere back there, and cannot be
understood without it. Colonial rule, for one, cast long shadows — in languages, in drawn lines, in inequalities
that outlasted the empires that made them. History, at its best, both warns and inspires, reminding each
generation that the achievements of civilisation are hard-won, easily lost, and never to be taken for granted.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Ancient Belonging to the very distant past T, g
Colonial Relating to rule by a foreign empire Sifafis
Indigenous Native; originating naturally in a place welt, ga ert
Prosperous Successful and flourishing g, WA
Decline A gradual fall into a weaker state qad, 3™

Legacy Something handed down from the past forra, wliet
Revive To bring back into use or life qASitad
Commemorate To honour the memory of a person or event THIU] AT, HAMT
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Turbulent Full of conflict and disorder TG, IAA-YAA 90
Enduring Lasting for a very long time Teemy, fehrs
Plunder To rob a place of goods by force [SCall
Assimilate To absorb and blend into a wider group ACHEd w1, HgA-THaA
ST

Reign The period during which a ruler rules IR
Prevalent Widespread at a given time Tafed, S
Subjugate To bring firmly under control S R, <
Uprising A revolt against those in power fage, =med
Venerable Commanding respect through age or dignity RN, T
Posterity All the generations yet to come et dEr
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Civilisation An advanced and organised human society LSRR

Dynasty A line of rulers from a single family RECH
Archaeology The study of the past through physical remains RG]

Heritage The culture and traditions inherited from the past foaa
Colonialism The control of one land by a foreign power EIECHCIES
Nationalism Strong devotion to one’s own nation RUSEIE
Chronicle A written record of events in order of time sfaed, g
Monument A structure built to preserve memory W
Manuscript A document written by hand qigfafu, geafafu
Excavation The digging up of buried remains I, GRE
Empire Many peoples and lands under one ruler g
Renaissance A great revival of art and learning YASHIROT
Inscription Words carved into stone or metal e, arfyyera
Antiquity The ancient past, long ago qUaHdl, T i
Historiography The writing and study of history itself sfaem-oEq
Revolution A sudden, complete overturning of an order ifd
Feudalism A land-for-service social order of the past HHATR
Partition The dividing of a land into separate parts IEEISE]
Artefact An object made by humans, of historical interest HATHI, ER
Imperialism A policy of extending power over other lands ESIE ISR
Primary source First-hand evidence from the time of an event mefas Fa
Epigraphy The study of ancient inscriptions RRUGCNie=]
Dynastic rule Hereditary rule passed within a family ENIRUGIIEE
Anachronism Something placed in the wrong period of time HTASY
Colonisation The settling and controlling of a region EXIEEHIETY
Emancipation The act of setting a people free Hferd, Terdsrd
Prehistoric Of the time before written records ERIGRIEED
Medieval Belonging to the middle ages HeHehTeA
Numismatics The study of coins and currency RIS
Archive A store of old historical records AT
Conquest The taking of a place or people by force fasra, fefasa
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

It is often said that history is written by the victors, and the saying carries a hard truth. When a war
ends or a kingdom falls, it is the winners who build the monuments, keep the records and compose the official
chronicle; the defeated are left with silence, or with a story that survives only in whispers. What we solemnly
call the record of the past is, far more often than we care to admit, only the surviving half of an old and bitter
quarrel. This is why a careful reader of history learns to ask not merely what happened, but who is telling
it, and what they might wish us to believe. A single rebellion may appear in one account as a heroic struggle
for freedom and, in another, as mere lawless disorder — and both accounts may have been written in perfect
sincerity. The past does not come to us clean. It arrives already shaped by the hopes, fears and interests of those
who recorded it. To read history well, then, is not to memorise one version but to hold several at once, and to
listen, always, for the voices that the record has left out.

Q1. The main point of the passage is that history -

(a) is always completely accurate (b) is written only by the defeated

(c) should not be studied (d) 1is shaped by those who record it
Q2. What are the defeated usually left with?

(@) the official records (b) silence, or a story told in whispers

(c) the monuments (d) the final victory

Q3. In the passage, the word ‘chronicle’ means a -
(a) a written record of events in order (b) a monument of stone
(c) a kind of war (d) a heroic rebel
Q4. A single rebellion, the author says, may be told as -
(a) only a heroic struggle (b) either heroism or lawless disorder
(c) a dull list of dates (d) an ancient myth
Q5. To ‘read history well’, one should -
(a) memorise a single version (b) ignore all records
(c) trust only the victors (d) hold several versions and note what is missing
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (D) The passage argues the past reaches us already shaped by its recorders — the central idea.
Q2 (B) The winners keep the records; the defeated are left with silence or faint stories.

Q3 (A) A chronicle is defined by context as the written, ordered record kept by the victors.

Q4 (B) The same event can appear as heroic freedom or lawless disorder, depending on the teller.
Q5 (D) The close advises holding several accounts at once and listening for omitted voices.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

On the edge of many an Indian town stands a fort or a stepwell of great antiquity, and its usual fate is
a quiet, unremarked decay. Goats graze in its courtyards; children play cricket against its carved walls; and
slowly, stone by stone, a building that took a lifetime to raise crumbles for want of a little care. The neglect is
rarely deliberate. It is simply that a living community has pressing needs — water, work, schools — and an old
ruin, however beautiful, wins no argument against them. Beauty, after all, does not feed a hungry family or find
a young man work, and so the old walls lose, quietly and year after year, to more urgent claims. Yet something
is lost in this indifference that cannot be bought back at any price. A monument is not merely old stone; it is
the memory of a people made visible, a link between those who came before and those not yet born. When it
falls, the link is broken, and a town that forgets its past has, in a sense, mislaid a part of itself. To preserve such
places is not nostalgia. It is the simple refusal to let memory die untended.
Q1. What is the ‘usual fate’ of these old forts and stepwells?

(a) careful restoration (b) quiet, unremarked decay

(c) use as museums (d) total destruction by war
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Q2. Why does the neglect happen, according to the author?

(a) people hate old buildings (b) aliving community has more pressing needs
(c) the law forbids repair (d) the buildings are ugly
Q3. In the passage, ‘antiquity’ refers to something’s —
(a) great age (b) great beauty
(c) great size (d) great cost

Q4. A monument, the author argues, is -
(a) the memory of a people made visible (b) merely old stone
(c) a waste of space (d) a modern invention
Q5. The author believes that preserving such places is -
(a) mere nostalgia (b) a refusal to let memory die
(c) a waste of money (d) unimportant
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage says their usual fate is quiet, unremarked decay from neglect.

Q2 (B) Neglect is not deliberate; pressing needs like water and work take priority over ruins.
Q3 (A) ‘Of great antiquity’ means very old; antiquity here signals great age.

Q4 (A) The passage insists a monument is a people’s memory made visible, not just stone.

Q@5 (B) The close states preservation is not nostalgia but a refusal to let memory die untended.
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Why do people act as they do? Psychology sets out to answer that question by studying the mind and
behaviour with the tools of science rather than mere opinion. A great deal of what drives us, it finds, is hidden
even from ourselves: habits worn deep by repetition, biases that quietly bend our judgement, and emotions that
colour every choice we believe we have made by reason alone. We are pulled partly by reward and partly by
meaning; we learn by copying others, by trial and error, and by the steady shaping force of praise and blame.
Even memory, we now know, is no faithful recording but is rebuilt a little each time we recall it — which is why
honest witnesses disagree, and why the past itself seems to change as we age.

Who we finally become is shaped by both nature and nurture — the genes we inherit and the world that
raises us — and psychologists have long argued over how much weight to give each. We are, besides, deeply
social creatures: we conform to the group, defer to authority, and behave quite differently in a crowd than we
would alone.

Stress, the science shows, is not simply an enemy. In brief bursts it sharpens us; only when it becomes
constant does it wear the body and mind down, and mental health is now understood to be inseparable from
physical health. Modern psychology studies well-being as closely as illness — asking what makes some people
resilient, what deepens attention, and what turns effort into growth. Its central lesson is a humbling one. The
self we imagine to be rational, free and firmly in control is, in plain truth, a creature of habit, emotion and
circumstance far more than we like to admit.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Motivation The inner force that drives us to act 3f¥om, IRom
Bias An unfair leaning that distorts judgement 1@1"!;1‘5’ FehTel
Resilient Able to recover quickly from hardship A=A, TN
Impulsive Acting suddenly, without thinking AT, IdTeel
Introspection The examining of one’s own thoughts ST
Disposition A person’s natural qualities of mind e, i
Reinforce To strengthen a behaviour by reward T 6K, @ R
Subconscious The part of the mind below awareness ST
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Inherent Existing as a natural, inborn part fafifeq, @
Deliberate Done on purpose, after thought Hra-gggee fwan
Innate Present from birth; not learned S, afifes
Temperament A person’s usual emotional nature IEEIERE=LIC)
Compulsive Hard to control or resist AeFER, faaet & amen
Aversion A strong feeling of dislike o, s1efa
Suppress To hold back a thought or feeling ECIEIRCEIl

Elicit To draw out a reaction or answer 3T AT, FHawTer

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Cognition The mental process of gaining knowledge g9, s
Conditioning Learning to link one thing with another CREASE]
Reinforcement A reward or result that shapes behaviour PEISE

Cognitive bias A systematic error in the way we think HAEHS qaTe
Perception The interpreting of what the senses take in THIUT, e
Memory The storing and recalling of information wfq

Stimulus Anything that provokes a reaction L, Wh
Neuroplasticity The brain’s power to rewire itself NIECIRGEIGINE]
Stress response The body’s reaction to a threat TE-gfatsan
Behaviourism The study of observable behaviour E2ERICIE
Emotional intelligence The skill of managing one’s emotions AeATcHE g
Attention span The length of time one can stay focused Zisice) f
Habit loop The cue-routine-reward cycle of a habit 3Rd Ih
Nature vs nurture The debate of genes against upbringing Yehpfd o TR
Conformity Matching one’s behaviour to a group ST
Cognitive dissonance The discomfort of holding clashing beliefs HAMHS 3T
Resilience The capacity to recover from stress SR - &, T era
Placebo A harmless dummy treatment that yet works e, B ety
Phobia An intense, irrational fear 9g-7fYr, mifean
Self-esteem A person’s sense of their own worth SH-9H
Empathy The sharing of another’s feelings BEERIE
Intrinsic motivation Doing a thing for its own sake Aafter Ao
Catharsis The release of built-up emotion qrefeR=q, =
Perception bias A slanted way of seeing things AY-JanE
Instinct An inborn tendency to behave a certain way Hewighd, s1d:uon
Motive The reason behind an action 3T, 7
Unconscious The part of the mind we are not aware of LD
Intelligence quotient A score meant to measure intelligence gfg-afsd (1Q)
Personality The set of traits that make a person distinct facd

Anxiety A feeling of worry, nervousness or unease T, =quan
Introvert A person who prefers solitude to socialising FagEt
Extrovert An outgoing, socially confident person afedeEt
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

We like to imagine that we form our opinions by weighing the evidence, but the mind is quietly at work
against us. Once a belief has taken hold, we begin, without noticing, to seek out whatever supports it and to
brush aside whatever does not. A person convinced that a certain remedy works will remember the times it
seemed to help and quietly forget the times it did not; a reader certain of his politics will find the newspaper
that agrees with him wise, and the one that disagrees foolish. We do not do this on purpose, and that is the
trouble; the sifting goes on in silence and feels, from within, entirely fair and reasonable. Psychologists call this
tendency confirmation bias, and no one is wholly free of it. It feels, from the inside, exactly like clear thinking.
That is what makes it so dangerous. The remedy is not to pretend we are perfectly rational, which we are not,
but to build the habit of actively seeking the evidence that might prove us wrong — and of trusting a conclusion
a little more once it has survived that harder test.

Q1. The passage is chiefly about -

(a) how to read a newspaper (b) a hidden flaw in how we form opinions
(c) the benefits of remedies (d) the study of politics
Q2. A person who believes a remedy works will tend to -
(a) remember its failures (b) remember its successes and forget its failures
(c) stop using it (d) test it fairly

Q3. In the passage, ‘confirmation bias’ names the tendency to -
(a) change one’s beliefs often
(b) favour evidence that supports what we already believe
(c) think perfectly rationally
(d) distrust all newspapers
Q4. Why is this tendency called ‘so dangerous’?

(a) itis rare (b) it feels exactly like clear thinking
(c) it is easy to see (d) it harms no one
Q5. The remedy the author suggests is to —
(a) pretend we are fully rational (b) seek out evidence that might prove us wrong
(c) trust our first opinion (d) avoid all evidence

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) It describes confirmation bias, a flaw in how we reach and hold opinions.

Q2 (B) The example shows we recall supporting cases and forget the rest.

Q3 (B) Confirmation bias is defined as seeking support for a held belief and dismissing the rest.
Q4 (B) From the inside it feels like clear thinking, which hides it from us — hence its danger.

Q5 (B) The close urges actively seeking disconfirming evidence and trusting conclusions that survive it.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

In a well-known kind of medical experiment, some patients are given a real drug and others a mere sugar
pill, made to look identical but containing nothing of any medical value. Strangely, a good number of those who
receive the sugar pill get better all the same. They have been given nothing that could act upon their illness in
any way, and yet their pain eases and their symptoms fade, purely, it appears, because they believe that help
has arrived. This is the placebo effect, and far from being a trick or an error, it is one of the most revealing facts
in all of medicine. It shows that the mind is not a bystander to the body’s health but a genuine participant in
it: belief alone, the simple expectation of relief, can ease real pain and quicken real recovery. The effect has its
limits, of course — no expectation will mend a broken bone or cure an infection. But it stands as firm evidence
for something older healers always suspected and modern medicine is only now measuring: that how a patient
thinks and feels is not separate from how a patient heals.

Q1. What is a ‘sugar pill’ in the experiment described?
(a) a powerful new drug (b) a dummy pill with no medical value

(c) a vitamin supplement (d) a painkiller
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Q2. The word ‘placebo’ in the passage refers to -

(a) areal, active drug (b)

(c) a type of infection (d)
Q3. What does the placebo effect reveal about the mind?

(a) it has no effect on the body (b)

(c) it always cures disease (d)
Q4. What limit of the effect is admitted?

(a) it cures everything (b)

(c) it works only on the young (d)

Q5. The main idea of the passage is that -
(a) medicine is a trick (b)

(c) sugar pills are dangerous (d)

History & Culture [

a harmless dummy treatment that still helps
a broken bone

it takes real part in the body’s healing

it causes illness

it cannot mend a broken bone or cure infection

it never works

how a patient thinks affects how they heal

belief cures all disease

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) Itis described as a pill made to look real but containing nothing of medical value.

Q2 (B) The placebo is the sugar pill — a harmless dummy treatment that nonetheless produces improvement.
Q3 (B) The passage says it shows the mind is a genuine participant in the body’s health.

Q4 (B) The author grants that no expectation will heal a broken bone or an infection.

Q5 (B) The close states that a patient’s thoughts and feelings are not separate from their healing.
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Education is the great inheritance a society hands to its young — the passing on of its knowledge, its skills
and its values from one generation to the next. For most of human history it was the privilege of a fortunate
few; only in our own age has it come to be seen as the right of all, and as the single strongest ladder by which a
person may climb out of poverty. Yet what education should actually do, and how, remains sharply contested.
The older idea prized memory and obedience, treating the child’s mind as an empty vessel to be filled. The newer
view sees the learner as active, and education not as filling but as drawing out — the awakening of curiosity,
judgement, and the power to think for oneself.

Access to schooling has widened enormously, and that is a real triumph; but quality has lagged badly
behind. In many places children sit in classrooms for years and still cannot read a simple paragraph or work a
simple sum, and the gap falls hardest, as always, on the poor, the rural and the girl child.

Technology now promises to personalise learning and carry it to the remotest village, and its promise is
real. But a glowing screen is no substitute for a good teacher, and the same digital tools can widen the very gaps
they were meant to close. Through all these debates one truth holds firm. The deepest purpose of education
was never merely to produce workers for an economy. It is to form citizens — people able to reason, to question
what they are told, and to go on learning long after the last classroom has been left behind. Learning, rightly
understood, is not the task of a childhood but the work of a whole life.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

1 CHAPTER

Rote Mere repetition, without understanding &, Jead e
Foster To encourage the growth of something S@rET AT, Wid T
Competent Having the skill to do something well Te, A

Inculcate To fix an idea in the mind by teaching 9 | 93, TEhR SIe
Literate Able to read and write e

Inquisitive Eager to learn; curious o=y

Comprehend To understand fully AT, e B
Enlighten To give knowledge or understanding to T A1, YIS HEAT
Diligent Hardworking and careful afigt, edr
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Retain To keep in the memory THIOT TG, ¥ SRl
Articulate Able to express ideas clearly goFed, TIeedadl
Nurture To care for and help develop IeT-TI0T T, GeRAT
Contested Argued about; disputed forenfea

Innate Inborn; existing from birth EREIS

Perceptive Quick to notice and understand q\a:qa'sﬁ, ISR
Proficient Skilled and well-practised yeitor, frgor

Grasp To understand something firmly T, U T

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Pedagogy The art and science of teaching ToeToT-oheT, T
Curriculum The planned course of study in a school qr3ashy

Literacy The ability to read and write &I

Numeracy The ability to work with numbers HEATHhRdl, AR
Rote learning Learning by repetition without understanding THT e

Critical thinking Careful, reasoned analysis of ideas AT
Assessment The measuring of what a learner has learnt ERIEE

Vocational training Teaching the skills for a particular trade EIECIIPEIR N L]
Inclusive education Schooling that serves every kind of learner Ty farem

E-learning Learning delivered through digital technology 3-3AfT, sifetea fren
Aptitude A natural capacity to learn a thing srfareran
Enrolment The act of registering as a student BICIEE]

Dropout rate

The share of students who leave school early

Cognition

The mental process of learning and knowing

AT T, QUSSeT X
BRIk

Experiential learning

Learning by direct, hands-on experience

FI9IS 3T

Formative assessment Ongoing checks made during learning TIAIHR HodTh
Lifelong learning Continued learning throughout one’s life arSitaq sifermm
Cognitive development The growth of a child’s thinking ability TS faehm
Blended learning Mixing online study with classroom study fafsa stfarm
Holistic education The developing of the whole person gay foren

Gross enrolment ratio Total enrolment as a share of the age group Hehel AR 3TIAId
Learning outcome What a learner should be able to do FAferH gfawe
Mother tongue The first language a child learns at home RIGE IR
Scaffolding The support a teacher gives while a skill is learnt ATH-TE
Compulsory education Schooling required by law up to an age aAfrard foran
Differentiated instruction Teaching pitched to each learner’s level fadfea foreror
Syllabus The list of topics to be studied in a course qredfaeryl, faced
Summative assessment A final test of what has been learnt AN FedTeh
Distance learning Study carried out away from a school or college ECS RN
Co-curricular Activities that go alongside the main studies TE-Uredshd
Higher education Education beyond school, as at a university =g foran
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

A child who has learnt the multiplication tables by heart can answer ‘seven eights’ in an instant, and we
are pleased. But ask that same child why seven eights should come to fifty-six, or set the sum in a shape he has
not seen before, and the fluent answer often dries up at once. This is the difference between rote learning and
real understanding, and it is easy to mistake the first for the second. Repetition can fix a fact in the memory,
and there is a place for that; some things must simply be known. But a fact held by rote alone sits in the mind
like a stone, unconnected to anything, useless the moment the question is turned around. Understanding is
different in kind. It links the new to the known, so that a learner who has grasped why a rule holds can rebuild
it when he has forgotten it, and apply it where he has never seen it before. The aim of good teaching is not to fill
the memory but to build those living connections.

Q1. The passage draws a contrast between -

(a) rote learning and real understanding (b) teachers and students
(c) reading and writing (d) school and home
Q2. What happens when the sum is set ‘in a shape he has not seen before’?
(@) the child answers faster (b) the fluent answer often dries up
(c) the child refuses (d) the answer is always right

Q3. In the passage, ‘rote’ learning means learning by -

(a) understanding the reasons (b) asking questions
(c) repetition without understanding (d) direct experience
Q4. A fact held by rote alone is compared to -
(a) a living connection (b) a strong ladder
(c) a bright light (d) a stone in the mind
Q5. The aim of good teaching, the author says, is to -
(a) fill the memory with facts (b) build living connections between ideas
(c) speed up answers (d) test the tables

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) Its whole point is the difference between memorised facts and genuine understanding.

Q2 (B) A rote answer fails when the question is turned around into an unfamiliar form.

Q3 (C) Rote is contrasted with understanding — it is repetition that fixes a fact but not its meaning.
Q4 (D) The passage likens such a fact to ‘a stone’ — inert and unconnected.

Q5 (B) The close states the aim is not to fill memory but to build living connections.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

For many years the great goal in education was simply to get children into school, and by that measure the
world has succeeded beyond all expectation; classrooms that once stood empty are now full. Getting the world's
children through the school gates was a genuine and hard-won achievement, and for a while it was simply
assumed that learning would follow of its own accord once they were inside. But a hard and uncomfortable
truth has surfaced behind this triumph. Attendance is not the same as learning. Surveys across many poor
regions have found children who have sat in school for four or five years and yet cannot read a simple sentence
or do basic arithmetic — a gap so wide that experts have begun to call it not a lack of schooling but a lack of true
literacy. The reasons are many: classes too large, teachers too few or too often absent, and a syllabus that races
ahead of the children who cannot keep up. The remedy is not more buildings but better teaching — the patient,
unglamorous work of making sure that a child in a classroom is actually learning, and not merely present.
Q1. The ‘hard and uncomfortable truth’ in the passage is that -

(a) schools are empty (b) attendance is not the same as learning
(c) children dislike school (d) there are too few schools

Q2. What have surveys in poor regions found?
(a) all children read well (b) teachers who never leave

(c) schools with no children (d) children who cannot read after years in school
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Q3. In the passage, ‘literacy’ refers to the ability to -

(a) attend school (b) read and do basic arithmetic
(c) build classrooms (d) train teachers
Q4. Which is named as a reason for the gap?
(a) classes that are too small (b) teachers too few or too often absent
(c) too much money (d) too few subjects
Q5. The remedy, the author argues, is -
(a) more buildings (b) longer holidays
(c) fewer children (d) better teaching

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage stresses that filling classrooms did not guarantee that learning followed.

Q2 (D) Surveys found children unable to read a simple sentence after four or five years in school.
Q3 (B) Here true literacy means being able to read a sentence and do basic sums.

Q4 (B) The passage lists large classes, absent teachers and a racing syllabus as causes.

Q@5 (D) The close says the answer is not more buildings but better, patient teaching.
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Philosophy begins in wonder, and in one simple, stubborn question: how ought we to live? Its most
practical branch, ethics, narrows this to a sharper edge — what makes an action right, and what makes it
wrong? Over the centuries, thinkers have answered in strikingly different ways. Some hold that the goodness
of an act lies wholly in its consequences, in producing the greatest happiness for the greatest number. Others
insist that certain duties bind us whatever the result — do not lie, do not harm, keep your word — and that a
good end can never justify a wicked means. Still others look away from acts altogether and toward character,
locating goodness in the slow, patient cultivation of virtues such as honesty, courage and compassion.

These are not idle puzzles for the seminar room. Every genuinely hard choice — in medicine, in business,
in public life — is at bottom an ethical one, a weighing of goods that pull against each other, which is why fields
from science to law have grown their own branches of applied ethics. A law may be perfectly legal and yet deeply
unjust, and conscience sometimes calls us to question the very rules we were handed.

Philosophy reaches wider still, into questions that have no easy floor beneath them: what can we truly
know, whether our choices are free or determined in advance, and what, if anything, gives a human life its
meaning. On such matters it rarely hands down final answers, and those who come to it expecting certainty are
usually disappointed. Its gift is of another kind — the lifelong habit of examining one’s own beliefs rather than
merely inheriting them, and the rare humility to see how much of what we hold as certain rests, in the end, on
foundations we have never once thought to question.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Integrity The quality of being honest and whole in morals T Te3T, SHHSR
Rational Based on clear reasoning RERUGMEEER
Scrutiny Close and careful examination bS] U—ﬁ?{, T
Subjective Depending on personal feeling or view Hfqqeh, A
Objective Not influenced by personal feelings qEfTes, foas
Coherent Logical and consistent T, TR
Inherent Existing as a natural, essential part Stafifed, e

/ ] Comprehension capsule by Prashant Solanki Sir . P J




Ethics & Philosophy |

Afae fag &

Justify To show that something is right or reasonable

Contemplate To think about deeply and at length Tgq fadq &
Prudent Wise and careful in conduct faaet, Bl
Dogmatic Asserting opinions as if they were certain fact T, g
Ambiguous Open to more than one meaning ST, gadh
Discern To perceive or judge something clearly faoe &, TEEE
Sceptical Inclined to doubt what is claimed IR, T
Earnest Sincere and serious in intention a1, TR
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Ethics The study of right and wrong conduct TR, SAERETE
Morality Principles of good and bad behaviour EIREX|

Virtue A settled trait of good character T
Utilitarianism The view that the greatest good for the greatest number | Su=ifiarEmg

is right

Logic The principles of correct reasoning Toh I

Reason The human power of logical thought qe, faees
Dilemma A conflict between two duties or goods TR
Metaphysics The study of the ultimate nature of reality TeTHHTET
Epistemology The study of knowledge and how we know JEHEET

Free will The power to choose one’s own actions wda 3=3l
Determinism The view that all events are already caused TafaarR, fHyeaar
Relativism The view that truth varies by point of view TTY&TaTS

Paradox A statement that seems self-contradictory yet true faensma
Conscience The inner sense of right and wrong e, fods
Deontology Ethics grounded in duty and rules ENECIH
Altruism Unselfish regard for others TG
Existentialism The search for meaning in a free, uncertain life S IES eI
Empiricism The view that knowledge comes from experience CRMEEIE
Rationalism The view that knowledge comes from reason qfgars, ICEETIES
Hedonism The pursuit of pleasure as the highest good gEag
Scepticism The questioning of accepted certainties GITAE

Moral relativism The view that morality differs by culture Afer TrierETe
Stoicism Calm endurance and control of one’s desires feerausar, WigdhdR
Nihilism The belief that life has no inherent meaning NEEIES

Fallacy A mistake in reasoning qha, wifa
Syllogism An argument with two premises and a conclusion -, STTAN
Pragmatism Judging ideas by their practical results LG
Idealism The view that reality is essentially mental G IEHEIN
Materialism The view that only matter truly exists difqerars
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Imagine a runaway trolley speeding toward five people tied to the track, who will surely die unless it is
stopped. You stand beside a lever; pull it, and the trolley switches to a side track where it will kill only one. Do
you pull it? Most people say yes without much hesitation: one death is a smaller evil than five. But now change
a single detail. The only way to stop the trolley is to push a large stranger off a bridge into its path, killing him
to save the five. The arithmetic is identical — one life for five — yet almost everyone now refuses. This famous
puzzle exposes a deep crack in how we judge right and wrong. By the cold logic of consequences, the two cases
are the same; but something in us insists that actively pushing a man to his death is different from merely
diverting a danger. Philosophers have argued over it for decades without full agreement. Its value is not that it
yields an answer, but that it forces us to see how tangled, and how little understood, our own moral instincts
really are.

Q1. In the first case, what do most people choose to do?

(a) pull the lever to save five (b) refuse to act

(c) free the one person (d) push a stranger
Q2. Why do people refuse in the second case?

(a) pushing a man feels different from diverting a danger

(b) the maths is different

(c) five lives are less important

(d) the trolley cannot be stopped
Q3. The word ‘arithmetic’ here refers to the -

(a) speed of the trolley (b) counting of lives lost and saved
(c) design of the track (d) weight of the stranger
Q4. The puzzle mainly exposes -
(@) a flaw in trolleys (b) a crack in how we judge right and wrong
(c) the danger of bridges (d) the need for levers
Q5. The author says the puzzle’s value is that it -
(a) gives a clear answer (b) forces us to see how tangled our instincts are
(c) proves consequences do not matter (d) settles the debate

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q@1 (A) Most pull the lever, judging one death a smaller evil than five.

Q2 (A) Though the arithmetic is identical, actively pushing a man feels morally different.
Q3 (B) ‘The arithmetic is identical — one life for five’ means the counting of lives.

Q4 (B) It reveals a deep inconsistency in our moral judgements.

Q5 (B) Its worth is not an answer but making us see how little we understand our own instincts.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

Few ideas divide thinkers as sharply as the question of free will. When you choose tea over coffee, or tell
the truth when a lie would serve you better, it feels beyond doubt that you could have chosen otherwise — that
the decision was truly yours. Yet there is a troubling argument on the other side. Every choice you make is
produced by your brain, and your brain is a physical thing, shaped by genes you did not pick and experiences
you did not arrange, obeying the same laws of cause and effect as everything else in nature. If that is so, some
philosophers argue, then your sense of free choice may be an illusion, and every act, however free it feels,
was in truth determined long before you were aware of deciding. This position is called determinism, and its
implications are unsettling, for our whole practice of praise, blame and punishment seems to rest on the belief
that people could have acted differently. Most of us live as though we are free, and perhaps we must; but the
argument is far harder to dismiss than it first appears.

Q1. When you make a choice, what does it feel like?
(a) that you could have chosen otherwise (b) that you had no say

(c) that others decided for you (d) that choice is impossible
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Ethics & Philosophy |
What is the ‘troubling argument on the other side’?

(a) choices are made by chance (b) the brain obeys cause and effect like all nature
(c) free will is obvious (d) the future is unknown

The word ‘determinism’ in the passage names the view that -

(a) all acts are freely chosen (b) every act is already caused in advance
(c) nothing can be known (d) morality is a myth

Why are its implications ‘unsettling’?

(a) they make choice easy

(b) they prove free will

(c) praise, blame and punishment assume we could act differently

(d) they end all debate

The author’s final view of the argument is that it is —

(a) easily dismissed (b) of no importance

(c) clearly false (d) harder to dismiss than it first appears

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) The passage says it feels beyond doubt that the decision was truly yours.

Q2 (B) It argues the brain is physical and law-bound, so choice may be pre-caused.

Q3 (B) Determinism is defined as the view that every act was determined beforehand.

Q4 (C) Our practice of praise and blame rests on the belief that people could have acted otherwise.
Q5 (D) The close says the argument is far harder to dismiss than it first seems.
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Business is the engine that turns ideas into goods, and human effort into a livelihood. At its simplest it
begins with an entrepreneur — someone who spots a need others have missed, gathers the money, people and
materials to meet it, shoulders the risk of failure, and offers the world something it is willing to pay for. Around
this small, brave act has grown the vast and intricate machinery of management: the art of coordinating people,
money and time toward a shared goal. A capable manager plans, organises, motivates and measures; a true
leader does all that and something more, setting a direction and winning others willingly to it.

Markets are a stern teacher. They reward those who create real value and punish those who waste it —
though never quite fairly, and rarely at once. Competition drives firms to improve, to innovate and to cut their
costs, which benefits us all; yet the same relentless pursuit of profit, if left wholly unchecked, can tempt a
company to cut dangerous corners as well.

The modern firm therefore lives in a constant tension between two masters: the shareholders who demand
returns, and the wider society whose trust it must keep. To make money and to deserve it are not always the
same thing, and the duty a company owes beyond its own profit is now discussed under the name of corporate
social responsibility. Reputation, once an afterthought, has become as valuable as any factory or patent.
Enterprises rise and fall with bewildering speed, but the underlying skills endure and can be learnt: to see an
opportunity where others see none, to organise willing people around it, and to adapt, always, a little faster than
the world is changing around you.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Venture A new business involving risk 3TH, Sifeaqul &
Lucrative Producing a large profit GIEEEER EﬁTCﬁ Tl
Strategy A careful plan to achieve a goal T, R
Delegate To give a task or power to another oA, Jearifsr e
Incentive A reward that motivates action GIeHTe, Gl

Viable Capable of working successfully ae, fears
Streamline To make a process simpler and more efficient FAAET HTT
Diversify To spread into varied products or areas foafazitertor e
Leverage To use something to greatest advantage T & fau ST
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Resilient Able to recover from setbacks AT, "R
Collaborate To work jointly with others T HET
Pragmatic Dealing with things in a practical way TR

Acumen Keen skill in judgement, esp. Business A, FHIMCT
Solvent Able to pay one’s debts e, BT ?\FFI%T Iy
Consolidate To combine and make stronger H3E 1, ThHihd Al
Forecast To predict a future trend qATAH &

Frugal Careful and sparing with money forrrt, et
Shrewd Sharp and clever in practical matters @R, &M
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Entrepreneur A person who starts and runs a new business It

Stakeholder Anyone with an interest in a firm’s success feaurs

Revenue The income a business earns from sales S, 31T

Profit margin Profit shown as a share of revenue IS

Market share A firm’s portion of total sales in a market aeR fesde™

Supply chain The network that makes and delivers a product qfd gaen
Branding The building of a product’s identity EllEl

Productivity The output produced per unit of input IRl

Startup A young, fast-growing new company WIeaTq, JaraH
Merger The joining of two firms into one faeg

Competitive advantage An edge that lets a firm beat rivals gfqeqeit @y
Corporate governance The rules for how a company is run HIRE AT
Monopoly Control of an entire market by one seller THIIHRR

Overheads The fixed, ongoing costs of running a business R =9, S9 a@d
Innovation The turning of a new idea into value REIEIES

Corporate social responsibil- | A firm’s duty toward society IR G ST
ity

Cash flow The money moving into and out of a business TH AT
Insolvency The state of being unable to pay debts feenferar=

Return on investment The gain earned relative to the cost oo w yfawa
Market segmentation Dividing buyers into distinct groups EISISEEISE]

Niche market A small, specialised part of a market fafyre IR, 271 9T
Break-even point Where total revenue just equals total cost Y37y fog
Liability A debt or legal obligation of a firm ECCIAIE ]
Scalability The ability to grow without breaking down Hroran, forar-eman
Asset Anything of value that a firm owns gigufa, wafd

Equity The owners’ share in a company sfgadl, Tarfaa 31t
Dividend A share of profit paid to shareholders KIEIN

Initial public offering A company’s first sale of shares to the public Rfaer TSR g

(IPO)
Venture capital Money invested in risky new firms 3TH TI\Eﬁ
Oligopoly A market controlled by a few large sellers TR

Comprehension capsule by Prashant Solanki Sir ' _




Business & Management
(1)

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

We celebrate the successful entrepreneur as a kind of hero, and rightly so, but we tell only the last chapter
of the story. Behind almost every founder who built something lasting lie a string of earlier failures that no one
remembers. We see only the summit and forget the long, stumbling climb, though it was the climb itself, and
never the view, that slowly made the climber. The venture that ran out of money, the clever product no one
wanted to buy, the partnership that broke apart — these are not the opposite of success but very often the road
to it. In a healthy business culture, failure is not a mark of shame but a tuition fee, the price paid for a lesson
that could be learnt no other way. This is why the fear of failing is so quietly destructive: it stops people from
ever beginning. The founder who has failed twice and tried again has learnt what the cautious onlooker never
will. A society that punishes honest failure too harshly does not, as it imagines, protect itself from waste. It
merely ensures that fewer people will ever dare to build anything at all.

Q1. What part of the entrepreneur’s story do we usually tell?

(a) the early failures (b) the partnership quarrels

(c) the whole journey (d) only the last, successful chapter
Q2. How does the author describe earlier failures?

(a) the opposite of success (b) very often the road to success
(c) a permanent disgrace (d) a waste of time

Q3. In the passage, the word ‘venture’ refers to -
(a) a clever onlooker (b) a risky business undertaking
(c) a tuition fee (d) a lasting success

Q4. Failure is compared to a -

(@) tuition fee (b) mark of shame
(c) broken partnership (d) clever product
Q5. A society that punishes honest failure too harshly -
(a) protects itself from waste (b) produces more founders
(c) ensures fewer people dare to build (d) becomes wealthier

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (D) The passage opens by contrasting the private misfortune of the past with today’s shared shocks.
Q2 (B) Itis defined as connecting the world’s economies through trade, travel and communication.

Q3 (B) Benefits listed include cheaper goods, spreading ideas and poverty reduced.

Q4 (A) Deep interdependence means no nation, however powerful, can stand alone.

Q5 (C) The close states problems are global while politics remains national, and the two clash.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

For a long time the purpose of a company was thought to be settled and simple: to make as much money
as possible for those who owned it. Anything else was a distraction. That comfortable certainty is now under
serious question. A firm does not operate in a vacuum,; it draws workers from a community, resources from the
earth, and custom from the public, and each of these is a stakeholder in what it does, with an interest that a
narrow focus on profit can quietly harm. A factory may enrich its shareholders for a decade while poisoning the
river its neighbours drink from — a gain on the balance sheet bought with a loss that never appears there. The
newer view, gathered under the phrase corporate social responsibility, holds that a business must answer not
only to its owners but to all whom it affects. Critics call this soft-headed and warn it will blunt the drive that
makes firms efficient. Its defenders reply that a company which destroys the society around it is, in the long
run, sawing off the branch on which it sits.

Q1. What was long thought to be a company’s purpose?

(a) to protect the river (b) to make as much money as possible for owners
(c) to employ everyone (d) to obey the public
Q2. In the passage, a ‘stakeholder’ is anyone who -
(a) owns the company alone (b) has an interest in what the firm does
(c) competes with the firm (d) dislikes business
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Q3. The factory example shows a gain -
(a) that helps everyone
(b) bought with a loss that never appears on the balance sheet
(c) with no cost at all
(d) that ruins the shareholders

Q4. What do critics say about corporate social responsibility?

(a) it makes firms richer (b) it is soft-headed and blunts efficiency
(c) it is legally required (d) it destroys society
Q5. Its defenders argue that harming society is like -
(a) watering a plant (b) sawing off the branch one sits on
(c) building a factory (d) paying a fee

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) The old view held the sole purpose was maximising profit for owners.

Q2 (B) Workers, the community and the public are named as stakeholders with an interest.

Q3 (B) Enriching shareholders while poisoning the river is a gain bought with an unrecorded loss.
Q4 (B) Critics call it soft-headed and warn it will blunt the drive that makes firms efficient.

Q5 (A) Defenders say such a firm is, in the long run, sawing off the branch it sits on.
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The law is the set of rules a society agrees to live by, and justice is the ideal those rules are meant to serve.
In most modern states the two are kept in motion by a clear division of labour: an elected legislature makes the
laws, an executive applies them, and courts interpret them and settle the disputes that arise. When a quarrel
breaks out, it is decided not by force or by wealth but by procedure — evidence is gathered and weighed, both
sides are heard, and a judge reaches a verdict according to the law and the facts before him.

Two great principles hold the whole structure up. The first is that everyone stands equal before the law, the
powerful no less bound by it than the humble. The second is that a person is presumed innocent until proven
guilty, so that the burden of proof rests on the accuser and not on the accused. Law itself divides broadly into
two streams — criminal law, which punishes offences against society as a whole, and civil law, which resolves
disputes between private parties.

Yet law and justice, though they travel together, are not the same. A law can be perfectly legal and still be
deeply unjust, and history is full of wicked laws overturned at last by those brave enough to defy them. There is,
too, the hard problem of access: justice delayed is justice denied, and the poor often cannot afford the lawyers
and the long waiting that the wealthy can absorb without pain. Above it all stands one fragile, precious idea —
the rule of law, the insistence that power itself, the government’s power most of all, must bow to the law rather
than stand above it. It is the thin thread on which every free society finally hangs.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Litigation The process of taking a dispute to court ThSHATST, TR
Acquit To declare a person not guilty IOHF HIAT, T HE
Liable Legally responsible for something IEE, foaeR
Testimony Evidence given by a witness in court T, 91
Impartial Not favouring either side; fair froqer

Breach The breaking of a law or agreement Ieeted, 9T

Redress A remedy or setting right of a wrong fraror, gfaer
Uphold To keep a law or decision in force AN TG, THLA HEAT
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Coerce To force someone by threat or pressure T HET, A Sl
Grievance A formal complaint about a wrong ferermra, e
Sanction A penalty for breaking a rule <Ts, gfqey

Waive To give up a right or claim AR &M, B 3
Indict To formally charge with a crime AT T

Pardon The official forgiving of an offence I

Exonerate To clear of blame or guilt ey Sgur, s el

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Judiciary The whole system of law courts =aTfeTehT
Plaintiff The party who brings a case to court I
Defendant The party accused or sued in a case yfqarel, SAfage
Verdict A court’s formal decision fotar

Bail Release before trial in return for security ST
Precedent A ruling that guides later, similar cases qaf, TR
Jurisdiction The authority of a court to hear a case Afusr &
Criminal law Law dealing with offences against society SATTEH HTA
Civil law Law dealing with disputes between parties EEIRIIETER]

Burden of proof

The duty to prove one’s claim

THIUT T ¥R, Hd h1 T
Il

Due process The guarantee of fair legal procedure 3fa fafurer gfsran
Acquittal A verdict of not guilty oo, o g
Injunction A court order to do or stop doing something T, eTew
Habeas corpus Protection against unlawful detention IS geefieRIor

Affidavit A written statement sworn to be true IYYTA, AR
Tribunal A body set up to settle certain disputes S1fireRTor, =Tt ToT
Statute A formal written law passed by a legislature srfufrag

Appeal A request to a higher court to review a decision oTdret, AR
Damages Money awarded to make good a wrong gt effagfd
Plea The accused person’s formal answer to a charge Srf¥ered, <l
Sentence The punishment a court imposes <SRy, Gl
Prosecution The side that brings a criminal charge R pISEieE
Witness A person who gives evidence in court e, Eredt
Legislation Laws made by a law-making body faum, sifufreme
Conviction A formal finding that a person is guilty Tufgfyg
Arbitration Settling a dispute through a neutral third party HIEEAH |, el

Contempt of court

Disobedience or disrespect toward a court

AT T STIHEAT

Parole The early release of a prisoner on conditions e, Terd @
Cross-examination The questioning of the other side’s witness fSe, gfa-gden
Bailable (Of an offence) one for which bail may be granted ST
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

One rule sits at the very heart of a fair legal system, and it often troubles those who first meet it: a person
is presumed innocent until proven guilty. It means that the whole weight of proof falls upon the accuser, and
that a court must free a man it strongly suspects if his guilt has not been established beyond reasonable doubt.
To the impatient, this can seem an obstacle to justice, a shield behind which the wicked escape. Why, they
demand, should a court ever be made to set free a person whom it has good reason to believe is guilty? But
the principle rests on a hard-won wisdom. It is far worse, most legal thinkers hold, for a society to punish one
innocent person than to let several guilty ones go free, because a state that may jail a citizen on mere suspicion
is a danger to every citizen, not only the guilty. The presumption of innocence is therefore not a loophole but
a wall — a limit placed upon the enormous power of the state, protecting the ordinary person from the terrible
weight that power could otherwise bring to bear on anyone at all.

Q1. What rule sits ‘at the very heart’ of a fair legal system?

(a) the accused must prove innocence (b) a person is presumed innocent until proven
guilty
(c) the state is always right (d) the rich win their cases
Q2. On whom does the burden of proof fall?
(a) the accused (b) the accuser
(c) the judge (d) the witness
Q3. The word ‘impatient’ here describes people who -
(a) want quick punishment (b) study the law carefully
(c) defend the accused (d) respect the rule
Q4. Why is punishing one innocent person worse than freeing several guilty ones?
(a) it costs more (b) astate thatjails on suspicion threatens everyone
(c) the guilty deserve freedom (d) judges prefer it
Q5. The presumption of innocence is compared to -
(a) a loophole (b) a wall limiting state power
(c) an open door (d) a heavy chain

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage centres on the presumption of innocence.

Q2 (B) It means the whole weight of proof falls upon the accuser.

Q3 (A) To the impatient the rule seems an obstacle — they want swift justice, not delay.
Q4 (B) A state that may jail on mere suspicion is a danger to every citizen.

Q5 (B) Itis called ‘not a loophole but a wall’ — a limit on the state’s power.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

Justice, we like to believe, is blind — indifferent to a person’s wealth or standing. On the page this is true,
for the law makes no distinction between rich and poor. In practice, a quieter kind of inequality creeps in, and
its name is delay. A wealthy company sued for a wrong it has done can hire skilled lawyers, file appeal upon
appeal, and stretch a case across many years without discomfort, for time costs it little. The ordinary person on
the other side has no such luxury; each month of litigation drains his savings and his spirit, until at last, worn
down and unable to wait, he accepts a poor settlement simply to end the ordeal. The court has favoured no one,
and yet the outcome has been decided less by the merits of the case than by the depth of each side’s pockets.
This is why reformers insist that speed is not a mere convenience in the law but a part of justice itself, and that
a right which arrives too late to be of use has, for the one who needed it, scarcely arrived at all.

Q1. ‘Justice is blind’ is said to be true -

(a) nowhere at all (b) on the page, in the written law
(c) only for the rich (d) only in poor countries
Q2. What ‘quieter kind of inequality’ creeps in?
(a) delay (b) bribery
(c) violence (d) secrecy
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Q3. In the passage, ‘litigation’ means the —
(a) hiring of workers (b) paying of a fine
(c) process of pursuing a case in court (d) writing of a law
Q4. Why does the ordinary person accept a poor settlement?
(a) he wins easily
(b) he is worn down and cannot wait
(c) the law forbids delay
(d) he is wealthy
Q5. Reformers insist that speed in the law is —
(a) a mere convenience (b) harmful to the poor
(c) unimportant (d) a part of justice itself
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) On paper the law makes no distinction between rich and poor.

Q2 (A) The passage names delay as the hidden inequality.

Q3 (C) ‘Each month of litigation drains his savings’ shows it means pursuing a case in court.
Q4 (B) Drained by delay, he settles cheaply just to end the ordeal.

Q@5 (D) The close argues speed is not convenience but part of justice.
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Communication is how ideas travel between minds, and the media are the channels through which they
reach not one listener but the many. For most of human history that channel was speech, and then the printed
page; today it is a ceaseless torrent of screens. Newspapers, television and, above all, the internet now carry
information across the whole world in an instant, handing to ordinary people both a voice and an audience they
could never have had before. This has been called the democratisation of information: anyone at all can now
publish, and no single gatekeeper can wholly control what is said.

But the very speed that spreads knowledge spreads falsehood just as fast, and often faster, for a lie that
flatters or frightens travels more eagerly than a dull truth. Rumour, propaganda and invented ‘news’ now race
around the globe before the correction can lace its boots. Worse, the platforms that carry them are built above
all to hold our attention, and so they tend to show each of us only what we already agree with, sealing us into
comfortable echo chambers where our own beliefs return to us unchallenged.

Through all this, a free and responsible press remains one of the true pillars of a democracy, holding power
to account and giving citizens the honest information on which any real debate depends. Yet the media are also
a business, living on advertising and on clicks, and the constant pressure to attract eyes can pull them away
from patient accuracy toward easy sensation. The central difficulty of our age, then, is a strange one. It is no
longer a shortage of information, of which we have more than any people in history, but the growing hardness
of the simplest task of all — telling what is true from what is merely loud.
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T o1l 3Y GEAT HT AR HEl T B: 37 HIE o YR X Hehal €, 3R HIE Uk gRUS Jg GO @ Tt 6w g
o =R el S

R & A S A B €, g2 1 off Sa € It 9, sfedh SR O, A €, Fifk S 33 TR A1 =@l € 98 fRd
@ T @ erfue Scgehal W iedl 21 SR, SUER R TE g ‘T’ GUR & S divd @ 98 € g R o S S 21 ged
ff g0 I8 fF S 59 3= O ¢ 3 Ho¥ 9gHL AW BN A Hl o4 ©, THiG o B9 ¥ Y% & U 9e ek © fored e
edl € Herd ¥, ok =W U9 emee ‘wiaeafi-whel’ W o R <9 § SRl gud o9 wrand fen g & ofie ot 2

T gas o9 TH @ad 3R SIERN U9 dlehad @ T=d Wl § ¥ TH o1 Wdl 2, S 9dl T SereRs Seddl ¢ S ARt
%1 g TAMIR Gl < © o W RIS T qew R wwdt €1 R oft difea wh omEmm o B, W famoe SR et WSt
2, 3R oifd died %1 PR <o S8 Sedqol wdiehan ¥ gt Ot SEA Y IR Wi Hehdl €1 SHfeY €AR I H1 g i
fafest B: 3/ gor 1w L, dfow Gad Gl 1 H1 Hicd ed 9H @ I §a o 9 9 @ @R et 9k

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Convey To communicate or make known Y Tl S
Disseminate To spread widely, esp. Information TARE T, e
Credible Able to be believed; trustworthy IELELSRIR]
Sensational Causing great excitement or shock TIEES

Censor To suppress or ban part of a message T HET, T
Objective Free from personal feeling; unbiased e, foue
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Coverage The reporting given to an event FHRS, GAER-JIR
Articulate To express an idea clearly e ®Y 9 FH BT
Rhetoric Language designed to persuade STARIRER o1, ITHAT
Distort To twist or misrepresent the truth fopa T, dg-Te
Fabricate To invent something false T, TGd ST
Viral Spreading rapidly and widely online IR, ISt 9 e aren
Explicit Stated plainly and openly e, e
Exaggerate To make something seem larger than it is FGI-TGIhY ha-l
Partisan Strongly biased toward one party or side TeTITAT, SelvTd

Verify To check that something is true HAMIG HET, =
Provocative Meant to stir a strong reaction TSHTS, IASTH
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Mass media Channels that reach very large audiences SHEAR HIEAH
Journalism The gathering and reporting of news EEEAIEG]
Propaganda Biased information spread to persuade THER, TR
Misinformation False information spread without intent to deceive TeAd G
Disinformation False information spread deliberately to deceive TSI, ATHh Gl
Censorship The suppression of speech or content i, sifiyeafa-fesmo
Broadcast The sending out of a programme to many TJERO

Echo chamber A space where one hears only one’s own views gfqeafi-ey
Algorithm The rules a platform uses to choose content TANET

Circulation The number of copies of a paper distributed TR TE&

Press freedom The right to report without state control YT kI Tl
Public opinion The shared views of the general population A, AR AT
Advertising Paid promotion of a product or idea IEEICE]

Editorial An article giving a paper’s own opinion HUTEh 19

Fake news Fabricated stories presented as real news FSIT THRER

Source The origin of a piece of information 9, 9
Transparency Openness about methods and motives RN

Gatekeeper One who controls what information passes FICIGMERECD
Sensationalism The use of shock to attract attention TGS
Defamation The harming of a reputation by falsehood EIECIE

Bias A systematic slant in reporting &I, FhTd
Clickbait Content made only to attract clicks ICNEXTE

Medium A single means of communication oeqq

Free press Independent news media free of control w@ad o™

Social media Online platforms where users share content et mifean

Tabloid A small paper focused on sensational news IAtae, TGS STEEaR
Libel A written false statement that harms a reputation AYAF-TE, WA
Op-ed An opinion article by an outside writer foam-o@

Fourth estate The press seen as a pillar of society <en w9 (39)
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

A curious study of how news spreads online found something that ought to worry us all. A false story, the
researchers discovered, travels farther, faster and to more people than a true one — and not because of any
secret machinery, but because of us. The machinery of the internet does not create our appetite for a startling
tale; it merely feeds it, carrying the tale faster and further than any rumour of an earlier age could ever have
travelled. Falsehood, when it is well made, is more surprising than the truth; it flatters what we wish to believe,
or feeds a fear we already hold, and so we share it before we have paused to check. A correction, when it comes,
is duller, arrives later, and reaches only a fraction of those who saw the original. This is why simply flooding
the world with more information does not cure the problem, and may even deepen it. The remedy is slower and
harder. It is the patient building, in each of us, of a small habit of doubt — the reflex to ask, before pressing
‘share’, one plain question: how do I actually know that this is true?

Q1. What did the study find about a false story?

(a) it spreads more slowly than truth (b) it travels farther and faster than the truth
(c) it is never shared (d) itis always corrected

Q2. Why do people share falsehood so readily?

(@) itis dull (b) it surprises us and feeds what we wish to believe
(c) it is always checked first (d) 1itis hard to understand
Q3. In the passage, a ‘correction’ is -
(@) the original false story (b) a shared post
(c) a kind of fear (d) the setting right of a false story

Q4. Why might more information deepen the problem?
(a) truth spreads best
(b) corrections travel fastest
(c) flooding the world with information does not cure it
(d) people stop sharing
Q5. The remedy the author offers is -
(a) banning all news (b) a personal habit of doubt before sharing
(c) sharing more often (d) trusting every story
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The study found falsehood travels farther, faster and wider than truth.
Q2 (B) Falsehood is more surprising and flatters our beliefs or fears, so we share it unchecked.

Q3 (D) A correction is the later, duller setting-right that reaches fewer people.
Q4 (C) The passage says simply adding more information does not cure and may deepen the problem.
Q5 (B) The close urges the reflex to ask ‘how do I know this is true?’ before sharing.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

Not long ago, a person read the one or two newspapers that came to the town, and however imperfect
they were, his neighbour read them too, so that a community shared a common set of facts to argue about. The
internet has quietly dissolved that shared ground. Today each of us is served a private stream of news, chosen
by unseen algorithms to match what we have clicked on before. The effect is comfortable and deeply divisive.
Two people in the same street may now inhabit entirely different pictures of the world, each certain of his facts,
each fed only the views that confirm them. This is what is meant by an echo chamber — a closed space in which
one’s own opinions echo back, magnified and never questioned. Within it, those who disagree begin to seem not
merely mistaken but mad or wicked, since one never meets the reasons they might give. The danger is not that
we are told what to think, but that we are quietly prevented from ever hearing that anyone thinks otherwise.

Q1. What did neighbours once share, according to the passage?
(a) the same private stream (b) a common set of facts to argue about
(c) the same opinions exactly (d) nothing at all
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Q2. How is each person’s news now chosen?

(a) by the neighbour (b) by the government
(c) by unseen algorithms matching past clicks (d) atrandom
Q3. In the passage, an ‘echo chamber’ is a space where -
(a) many views are heard (b) one’s own opinions echo back unquestioned
(c) news is banned (d) strangers meet
Q4. Inside it, those who disagree come to seem -
(a) mad or wicked (b) reasonable
(c) friendly (d) well-informed

Q5. The real danger, the author says, is that we are -

(a) prevented from hearing that others think otherwise
(b) told what to think

(c) given too many facts

(d) left without any news

Q1 (B)
Q2 (©)
Q3 (B)
Q4 (A)
Q5 (A)

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

A town once shared common facts from the same few newspapers.

Algorithms serve each a private stream based on what they clicked before.

It is defined as a closed space where one’s own opinions return magnified and unchallenged.
Never meeting their reasons, one starts to see opponents as mad or wicked.

The close: the danger is being quietly stopped from hearing that anyone thinks differently.
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Art is the human attempt to give shape to feeling and meaning — in paint and stone, in music, and above
all in words. Literature is that attempt made in language: the novel, the poem, the play, the essay. Unlike a
report, which tells us plainly what happened, literature shows us what it was like, letting us live for a while
inside another person’s mind, and feel from within a grief or a joy we have never known. Through metaphor
and image, a single fine poem can say in ten lines what a whole argument could not, reaching a truth that plain
statement somehow cannot hold.

Language itself is the deeper marvel on which all this rests — a system of sounds and marks by which a
private thought in one skull becomes a shared thing in another. Every language, moreover, carries its own way
of seeing the world, its own untranslatable words and turns of mind; and so when a language dies, as many
now are dying, a whole way of understanding the world quietly dies along with it.

Great writing endures across centuries because it speaks to what does not change in us: love, loss,
ambition, fear, the strangeness of being alive and knowing we must die. Styles rise and fall — the ornate gives
way to the plain, the romantic to the hard-eyed realist — but beneath the changing fashion the purpose holds.
Art does not make things happen in the blunt way a law or a machine does; its work is quieter, slower, and in
the end no less important. It is to widen our narrow sympathies, to sharpen our dulled senses, and to remind
us, when we have half forgotten, what it actually means to be alive.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Evocative Bringing strong feelings or images to mind qE-SFd & dTe,
EELED

Aesthetic Concerned with beauty and its appreciation Hicdwa, Facas

Vivid Producing bright, clear pictures in the mind Hsile, T

Subtle Fine and delicate; not obvious g&q, GINED

Ornate Richly and elaborately decorated Fcichd, gHfosid

Timeless Not affected by the passing of time HIAIT, IMad
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Poignant Deeply moving; touching the heart et re |

Abstract Existing in thought, not as a concrete object a:rlﬁ qrarcdsh
Nuance A subtle shade of meaning or feeling Y& 97, AT
Eloquent Fluent and expressive in speech or writing STHT, GHTeRet
Lyrical Expressing emotion in a song-like way Ricice clul
Evoke To call a feeling or memory to mind ST, ST Rl
Mundane Ordinary and dull; everyday wifer, ™
Sublime Of the highest beauty, grandeur or awe I, TIhE
Interpret To explain the meaning of something e &, 31
Depict To show or portray in art or words fafsa s, guiE s
Intricate Having many fine, connected details Sifee, u=ien
Captivating Holding the attention completely T HIES®, WA 6 arel

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Metaphor A comparison made without ‘like’ or ‘as’ wUh

Simile A comparison using like’ or ‘as’ 3991

Imagery Language that appeals to the senses foa-faum, fesmeshad
Narrative A story or the telling of one w1, gaid

Genre A category or type of art or writing e, et
Protagonist The main character of a work %, 999 9
Theme The central idea running through a work fororeeg, qa1 W
Irony A gap between what is said and what is meant foasemr, ==

Tone The writer’s attitude toward the subject R, oSl

Prose Ordinary written or spoken language T

Verse Writing arranged in poetic lines T, 8%

Allegory A story with a hidden symbolic meaning TYH-HT, AR
Satire Writing that mocks folly to criticise it =

Aesthetics The philosophy of beauty and art Hiedemes

Syntax The arrangement of words in a sentence A -T=AT, -
Connotation An implied or emotional meaning of a word ey, ea=ned
Rhetoric The art of persuasive language STARR-IMH, arfiar
Motif A recurring image or idea in a work T WrE, giqey
Personification Giving human traits to non-human things BEIECICTL]

Dialect A regional form of a language edl, IgTeT
Symbolism The use of symbols to stand for ideas ELIEEIH
Hyperbole Deliberate, obvious exaggeration SINNRIIES
Alliteration The repeating of a sound at the start of words SREIL

Figurative language

Language used in a non-literal way

AT STOT,  ATeT(oTeh
T

Antagonist The character who opposes the hero gfqaTaes, WoTaesh
Plot The sequence of events in a story ERIRED

Climax The point of greatest tension in a story HIRY
Oxymoron A phrase that joins two opposite words fotemaret g
Euphemism A mild word used in place of a harsh one fersetfert, TRfom
Denotation The plain, literal meaning of a word

aifgened, wnfsgar oved
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

People sometimes ask what a novel is good for, as though a story that never happened could teach us
nothing real. The answer is that fiction does something no textbook can: it lets us try on another life. For the
length of a book we are quietly permitted to become someone else entirely, and we come back from it, in some
small way, changed. When we follow a character through hundreds of pages — sharing her hopes, wincing
at her mistakes, feeling from the inside a fear or a longing we have never known — we are, in a quiet way,
practising the difficult art of understanding another human being. This is why readers of fiction are often found
to be a little better at sensing what others feel; the novel is a kind of gymnasium for empathy. A history book
can tell us that a famine killed thousands, a fact we nod at and forget. A novel can make us stand in one hungry
family’s single room, and having stood there, we do not quite forget. The story that never happened has taught
us something truer than a fact: what the fact would feel like, were it our own.

Q1. What does fiction do that a textbook cannot, according to the passage?
(a) list dates (b) let us try on another life
(c) teach arithmetic (d) report famines
Q2. The novel is called a ‘gymnasium’ for -
(a) memory (b) history
(¢) grammar (d) empathy
Q3. In the passage, ‘empathy’ means the ability to -
(a) remember facts (b) forget grief
(c) write novels (d) sense and share what others feel
Q4. How does a history book’s account of a famine affect us?
(a) we stand in the hungry room (b) we nod at the fact and forget it
(c) we feel it deeply (d) we refuse to read it
Q5. The passage concludes that a story can teach us -
(a) nothing real (b) how to write history
(c) only false things (d) what a fact would feel like as our own
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage says fiction lets us try on another life from the inside.

Q2 (D) Itis called ‘a kind of gymnasium for empathy’ — a place to practise understanding others.
Q3 (D) Empathy here is sensing what others feel — the art the novel exercises.

Q4 (B) A fact about thousands dying is one ‘we nod at and forget’.

Q@5 (D) The close: fiction teaches what the fact would feel like, were it our own.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

Every fortnight, somewhere in the world, the last fluent speaker of a language dies, and with that quiet
death a whole way of seeing the world is lost forever. It is not only a stock of words that dies, but an entire
manner of noticing the world, of dividing and naming experience, that no other tongue ever held in quite the
same way. To many this seems a small thing; surely, they reason, it is more convenient if we all speak a few
great languages and understand one another easily. But a language is far more than a set of labels for things
that exist anyway. Each one carries words for feelings and distinctions that other tongues simply cannot
express, ideas that vanish the moment the last speaker falls silent. A language that has forty words for the
colours of ice, or a single word for the particular sorrow of an old friendship grown cold, holds a piece of human
understanding found nowhere else. When it goes, that understanding is not translated into another language;
it is deleted from the species. The loss is invisible precisely because, once a way of thinking is gone, we can no
longer even imagine what it was that we are missing.

Q1. What happens ‘every fortnight’, according to the passage?
(a) a new language is born (b) the last speaker of a language dies

(c) a dictionary is written (d) alanguage is translated
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Q2. Why do some people think this loss is small?

(a) languages are worthless

(b) they dislike convenience

(c) they prefer everyone to speak a few great languages

(d) they cannot speak

Q3. The author argues a language is more than -

(a) a way of seeing the world (b) a set of labels for things

(c) a piece of understanding (d) words for feelings

Q4. When a language dies, its unique ideas are -

(a) deleted from the species (b) translated perfectly

(c) written down safely (d) easily replaced
Q5. Why is the loss called ‘invisible’?

(a) once a way of thinking is gone, we cannot imagine what is missing

(b) it is written down

(c) no one dies

(d) it is easily seen

Q1 (B)
Q2 (©)
Q3 (B)
Q4 (A)
Q5 (A)

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

The passage opens with the death of a language’s last fluent speaker every fortnight.
Some reason it is more convenient if all speak a few great, shared languages.

The passage insists a language is far more than mere labels for things.

The passage says the understanding is not translated but ‘deleted from the species’.
The close: once a way of thinking is gone, we can no longer imagine what we have lost.
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Sport is one of the oldest of human activities, and one of the most revealing. On the surface it is mere play
— a ball, a field, a set of rules — yet beneath that lightness it draws upon and develops some of our deepest
qualities. To excel at any game demands not only physical gifts such as strength, speed and agility, but a whole
set of harder, inward virtues: the discipline to train when one would rather rest, the patience to master a skill
by slow repetition, and the resilience to rise after defeat and begin again.

This is why sport has long been thought to build character, and why societies place games at the very
heart of a child’s education. On the field a young person learns, in a safe and structured form, the great lessons
of life itself — that effort is rewarded but not always at once, that one must cooperate with teammates toward a
shared goal, and that an opponent is not an enemy to be hated but a partner who makes the contest possible.
To win with grace and, harder still, to lose with dignity — the quality once called sportsmanship — is a training
for adulthood that no classroom can quite supply.

Beyond the playing field lies the wider matter of fitness, which concerns everyone, athlete or not. The
human body was shaped for movement, yet modern life has engineered much of that movement away, leaving
behind a slow epidemic of sedentary living whose costs — weak hearts, failing stamina, restless minds — grow
heavier each year. Sport is also, increasingly, a vast business, and with the money have come shadows: the
temptation of doping, the crush of commercial pressure. Yet at its heart the thing endures, as it always has —
a test of body and spirit together, and one of the few arenas in which a human being can discover, plainly and
without excuse, exactly what they are made of.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Perseverance Steady effort in spite of difficulty A, el
Discipline Trained, controlled and orderly behaviour IR
Resilient Able to recover quickly from setbacks e, Fesie
Tenacity The quality of not giving up qadl, 83
Prowess Great skill or ability TeRH, TAgurdr
Exhilarating Making one feel very excited and alive IcaTgdh, YHHS
Formidable Inspiring respect through being powerful R C)
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Rigorous Demanding, thorough and strict FIR, HGI

Novice A person new to an activity Hifafemn, EEIRIGED
Veteran A person with long experience v, fams
Triumph A great victory or success fas=, Sfa

Setback A check or reversal in progress ST, Heehl
Momentum The force gained by a moving series of events Tfq, o
Exemplary Serving as a fine model for others ST, 3T
Graceful Showing smooth, pleasing movement e, gL

Agile Able to move quickly and easily e, I
Vigorous Strong, energetic and active SRER, STl
Relentless Never stopping; unyielding Fereh, TR
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Athlete A person trained in sport or exercise Taaret, =t
Aerobic (Of exercise) improving the use of oxygen St , Tfas
Stamina The strength to sustain long effort HeIfad, THEH
Endurance The ability to keep going under strain TR, ¢St
Agility The ability to move quickly and nimbly T, =l
Cardiovascular Relating to the heart and blood vessels T -THITTEhT Taelt
Tournament A series of contests to decide a champion gt e
Championship A competition to decide the best SifeAfm, faseh-ufaaifa
Doping Using banned drugs to boost performance SftFT, gitefE siufy-ged
Referee An official who enforces the rules IR, furteres
Sportsmanship Fair and gracious conduct in sport - 9T
Adrenaline A hormone that readies the body for action eI

Tactics The planned moves used to win Wrﬁ"qm Ta-ug
Amateur One who plays for love, not money iiferan, sTearerEas
Professional One who plays a sport for a living I, YR
Spectator A person who watches an event <3Thm
Physiotherapy Treatment of injury by exercise and massage Aiferer Taferean
Reflexes The body’s automatic quick reactions yided, e Wfafshan
Marathon A long-distance running race e, et a?a'
Arena The ground where a sport is played Fr@rel, WYy
Rehabilitation The recovery of fitness after injury qFaE

Warm-up Gentle exercise done before hard effort T -, 9 -3
Fitness The state of being healthy and strong Haadl, dgewdl
Regimen A fixed plan of exercise or diet frafrq wEdwd, ER-==mEM

fafy

Olympics The greatest international sporting festival Afaen

Anaerobic (Of exercise) intense and without extra oxygen A

Calorie A unit measuring the energy in food Herd

Body mass index A measure of healthy weight for one’s height st 7 89 (BMI)
Penalty A punishment awarded for breaking a rule Ul <8
Flexibility The ability to bend and stretch the body easily AT
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

We are taught from childhood to admire the winner, and the shelves of every bookshop groan with the
stories of champions; yet the deeper lessons of sport are learnt not in victory but in defeat. A child who has only
ever won learns surprisingly little, for success asks nothing hard of us. It is the one who has lost, and lost badly,
in front of a watching crowd, who is forced to discover what he is truly made of. To feel the sharp sting of failure,
and then to cross the field and shake the victor’s hand with genuine warmth, is a harder and far more valuable
skill than any that wins a match. It teaches, quietly, that failure is not final, that honest effort has worth even
when it does not succeed, and that an opponent is not an enemy to be resented but a partner who makes the
whole contest possible. These are the very qualities, once gathered under the plain old word sportsmanship,
that a life beyond the playing field will demand of a person again and again. And this, in the end, is the real
reason we place games at the centre of a child’s upbringing. We are not chiefly training athletes; we are, through
the safe and structured struggle of sport, training human beings to lose well, to try once more, and to treat their
rivals with respect.

Q1. According to the passage, the deeper lessons of sport are learnt in -

(a) victory (b) watching
(c) practice (d) defeat
Q2. Why does a child who has only ever won learn little?
(a) winning is boring (b) success asks nothing hard of us
(c) he does not practise (d) the crowd distracts him
Q3. In the passage, the word ‘sportsmanship’ means —
(a) skill at winning matches (b) love of watching sport
(c) physical strength (d) fair, gracious conduct toward rivals

Q4. An opponent, the author says, should be seen as -

(a) an enemy to be resented (b) a partner who makes the contest possible
(c) a distraction (d) a champion
Q5. The ‘real reason’ for placing games at the centre of upbringing is to -
(a) train professional athletes (b) train human beings to lose well and respect
rivals
(c) fill bookshops (d) win medals

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (D) The passage states the deeper lessons are learnt ‘not in victory but in defeat’.

Q2 (B) The passage says success asks nothing hard of us, so constant winning teaches little.

Q3 (D) Sportsmanship here is the gracious conduct — shaking the victor’s hand, respecting rivals.
Q4 (B) The passage calls the opponent ‘a partner who makes the whole contest possible’.

Q5 (B) The close says we are not chiefly training athletes but training human beings in character.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

The human body was shaped, over millions of years, for a life of constant movement — for walking great
distances in search of food, for lifting and carrying, for the sudden violent effort of the chase. It was never, in
any sense, designed for the chair. Yet the modern world, with the very best of intentions, has quietly engineered
movement almost entirely out of daily life. The car now carries us where our grandparents walked; the lift
spares us the climb the stairs once demanded; and work that formerly taxed the whole body is increasingly done
sitting still before a glowing screen. The result is a slow and silent epidemic of what physicians call a sedentary
lifestyle, and its toll — in weakened hearts, stiffening joints and failing stamina — is now among the heaviest
burdens that modern medicine is asked to carry. The remedy, happily, is neither mysterious nor costly. The
body responds with astonishing speed to even modest, regular exercise, and a brisk daily walk can do more for
a person’s long-term health than a whole cupboard of pills. The real absurdity of our situation is this: the very
comforts we laboured so hard to invent have quietly stolen from us the movement our bodies were built to need,
so that we must now set aside special time, on purpose, to do what ordinary daily life once demanded of us as
a matter of course.
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(@) a life of rest (b) a life of constant movement
(c) sitting at a desk (b) riding in cars

What has the modern world done, ‘with the best of intentions’?

What was the human body shaped for?

(a) engineered movement out of daily life (b) increased daily exercise
(c) banned cars and lifts (d) improved the chase

In the passage, a ‘sedentary’ lifestyle is one that involves -

(a) much travel (b) hard physical labour
() much sitting and little movement (d) frequent walking

How does the body respond to modest regular exercise?

(a) very slowly (b) only with medicine

(c) not at all (d) with astonishing speed
The ‘real absurdity’ the author points to is that -

(a) exercise is expensive

(b) our comforts stole the movement our bodies need

(c) walking is harmful

(d) the body dislikes rest

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The passage opens by saying the body was shaped for a life of constant movement.

Q2 (A) It has, with good intentions, engineered movement almost entirely out of daily life.

Q3 (C) A sedentary lifestyle is defined by context as sitting still, with movement removed.

Q4 (D) The passage says the body responds ‘with astonishing speed’ to even modest exercise.

Q5 (B) The close notes the absurdity that our comforts removed needed movement, so we must now exercise
on purpose.
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Physics is the most fundamental of the sciences, the study of matter, energy, and the forces that govern
everything from the smallest particle to the largest galaxy. Its great ambition is to find the simple rules that lie
beneath the bewildering variety of the world — to show that the fall of an apple and the orbit of the moon obey
one and the same law. It begins with motion. Why do things move, speed up, or stop? The answer lies in force,
in the mass and inertia of objects, and in the famous laws set down by Newton, which describe how a push or
a pull changes the way a body travels.

Closely bound to motion is energy — the capacity to do work — which appears in many forms and can
change from one to another but, as a deep law insists, can never be created or destroyed. Heat is energy in
transit, and its study, thermodynamics, reveals a one-way drift of the universe toward disorder. Light and sound
travel as waves, each with its frequency and wavelength, bending and bouncing in ways that explain colour,
echoes and the working of a lens.

Deeper still lie the great pillars of modern physics. The study of electricity and magnetism, once thought
separate, was united into a single force that now powers our world. And in the last century two revolutions
overturned everything: relativity, which showed that space and time themselves bend near great masses and
high speeds, and quantum theory, which found that at the scale of the atom the world is strange, uncertain and
grainy. From the everyday to the cosmic, physics offers the same quiet promise — that the universe, however
vast and various, is in the end intelligible, and written in a language we can learn to read.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Fundamental Forming an essential base; basic THiferes, EIRRIE
Phenomenon An observable event or fact g, e
Magnitude The great size or extent of something gfmTr

Exert To apply a force or influence AT, TN R
Propagate To travel through a medium, as a wave 0T T, o
Equilibrium A state of balance between forces G|

Oscillate To swing steadily back and forth AT HET
Radiate To send out energy in rays faentol se
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Transmit To pass along or through G AT, IR R
Negligible So small as to be safely ignored Ty
Uniform The same throughout; unchanging Th9aH
Finite Having limits; not endless gfifq, difad
Dense Closely packed; heavy for its size e, o4 1
Intelligible Able to be understood T, THH H A A
Infer To work out from evidence CRREIERSHIE
Precise Exact and accurate T, gened
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Force A push or a pull acting on an object E|

Mass The amount of matter in an object SSTHH
Velocity Speed in a particular direction ol
Acceleration The rate at which velocity changes T
Momentum Mass times velocity; the quantity of motion T

Inertia A body’s resistance to a change in its motion SEE|

Gravity The force pulling objects toward one another TEETRY
Friction The force that resists motion between surfaces L

Energy The capacity to do work Ex|

Kinetic energy The energy possessed by a moving body AT St
Potential energy Stored energy due to position or state erfass =it
Work The effect of a force moving through a distance Eopi

Power The rate at which work is done MIES
Thermodynamics The study of heat and its relation to energy SEATT R T
Entropy A measure of disorder in a system T, SfeqaEen-Hrg
Temperature The degree of hotness of a body GIEGIE]

Heat Energy that flows due to a temperature difference ST
Conduction Heat transfer through direct contact EISG
Radiation Energy sent out as waves or particles fafero

Wave A disturbance that carries energy through a medium | @
Frequency The number of waves passing per second gt
Wavelength The distance between two wave crests TRt
Amplitude The height, or strength, of a wave 3™
Refraction The bending of light passing between media e
Reflection The bouncing back of light or sound e
Spectrum The band of colours that make up light EUER
Current The flow of electric charge forga um
Voltage The electrical push that drives a current Aieedt, faerat
Resistance The opposition offered to an electric current gfaaer
Conductor A material that lets current flow easily EISED
Insulator A material that blocks electric current FHaTersh, foegauet
Magnetism The force exerted by magnets Felehedl
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Atom The smallest particle of an element TTATY]
Nucleus The dense central core of an atom Elca
Quantum The smallest possible packet of energy FIACH, FHol-HATIH
Relativity Einstein’s theory of space, time and gravity raerar
Radioactivity The giving off of radiation by unstable atoms Aeaiufdar
Electron A tiny, negatively charged particle in an atom EQECE]
Density The mass packed into a given volume Rl
Pressure The force pressing on a unit of area EEl
Convection Heat transfer by the movement of a fluid E CRE]

Circuit A closed loop through which current flows g9y
Nuclear fission The splitting of a heavy nucleus, releasing energy Mfaeta foeea
Nuclear fusion The joining of light nuclei, releasing energy AfHeRta Heram
Weight The force of gravity acting on a mass IR

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

There is an old puzzle that troubled thinkers for centuries: why does a rolling cart eventually stop on its
own, while a resting one never begins to move by itself? For a very long time it was believed that motion needed
a constant push to keep it going, and that rest was the natural, preferred state of all things. It was Galileo, and
later Newton, who overturned this comfortable error. They saw that the cart slows and stops not because its
motion fades of its own accord, but because of an unseen force — friction — quietly dragging against it. Remove
that force entirely, they realised, and the cart would roll on forever. This deep tendency of every object to keep
doing what it is already doing — to stay at rest if it is resting, and to keep moving if it is moving — is what
physicists call inertia. It is exactly why a standing passenger lurches forward when a bus brakes suddenly: his
body, already in motion, simply continues. The insight changed everything, for it revealed that the universe
needs no push to maintain its motion; it needs one only to change it. What had looked like the mere laziness of
objects turned out to be one of the deepest laws of nature.

Q1. The old puzzle asked why a rolling cart -

(a) speeds up forever (b) moves only when pushed hard

(c) never stops at all (d) stops on its own while a resting one never starts
Q2. Why does a rolling cart actually stop?

(a) an unseen force, friction, drags against it (b) its motion fades naturally
() it runs out of energy (d) the ground pushes it
Q3. In the passage, ‘inertia’ is the tendency of an object to -
(a) change its motion (b) keep doing what it is already doing
(c) speed up on its own (d) resist gravity
Q4. A standing passenger lurches forward when a bus brakes because his body -
(@) is pushed by the driver (b) already in motion, simply continues
(c) is lighter than the bus (d) loses its energy
Q5. The great insight was that the universe needs a push only to -
(a) keep motion going (b) create friction
(c) stop all movement (d) change motion

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (D) The puzzle contrasts a moving cart stopping with a resting one never starting on its own.
Q2 (A) Galileo and Newton saw the cart stops because of friction, not because motion fades.

Q3 (B) Inertia is defined as staying at rest if resting and moving if moving.

Q4 (B) His body, already in motion, continues forward — an example of inertia.

Q@5 (D) The close: the universe needs no push to maintain motion, only to change it.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

For centuries, hopeful inventors have chased a single dazzling dream: a machine that, once started, would
run forever, giving out more energy than was ever put into it. Every such attempt has failed, and physics can
explain, with unusual certainty, why every future attempt must fail as well. The reason lies in two iron laws.
The first states that energy can never be created out of nothing, nor truly destroyed, but only changed from one
form into another — so no machine can ever give out more than it is given. The second law is subtler and, in a
way, sadder. It holds that every time energy changes form, a little of it is always lost as useless, scattered heat,
in a slow and unstoppable slide toward disorder that scientists call entropy. A little of the fuel always escapes
as warmth in the bearings, as faint sound, as friction against the air. This is precisely why no engine can ever
be perfectly efficient, and why the dream of perpetual motion is not merely unbuilt but genuinely impossible.
Nature, it seems, keeps a strict and honest account, and in every single exchange of energy, it quietly takes its

unavoidable cut.
Q1. What dream have inventors long chased?

(a) a machine that runs forever giving out more than it takes in

(b) a silent engine
(c) a cheaper fuel
(d) a faster car

Q2. The first law says energy can be -

(a) created from nothing (b)

(c) destroyed completely (d)
Q3. In the passage, ‘entropy’ names a slow slide toward -

(a) greater order (b)

(c) higher speed (d)
Q4. Why is no engine perfectly efficient?

(a) it lacks fuel (b)

(c) it moves too fast (d)

Q5. Perpetual motion, the author concludes, is -
(a) merely expensive (b)

(c) almost achieved (d)

changed in form but not created or destroyed

made from friction

more energy

disorder

some energy is always lost as scattered heat

friction creates energy

genuinely impossible

easy to build

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) The dream is a machine that runs forever, giving out more energy than put in.

Q2 (B) Energy can only be changed from one form to another, never created or destroyed.
Q3 (D) Entropy is defined as the slide toward disorder as energy scatters.

Q4 (B) Some energy is always lost as heat, sound and friction, so none is fully efficient.
Q5 (B) The close states it is not merely unbuilt but genuinely impossible.

\
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Chemistry is the science of matter — of what everything is made of, and of how one substance is changed
into another. It sits between physics, which studies the fundamental forces, and biology, which studies life, and
it explains the ordinary magic of the material world: why iron rusts, why bread rises, why a candle burns. Its first
great insight is that the endless variety of things around us is built from a small set of basic substances called
elements, of which only about ninety occur in nature. Each element is made of tiny particles called atoms, and
an atom is itself built from still smaller parts — protons, neutrons and electrons — whose arrangement decides
how the atom will behave.

When atoms join together they form molecules and compounds, held by chemical bonds in which electrons
are either shared or handed from one atom to another. This joining and parting of atoms is the heart of a
chemical reaction, in which starting substances, the reactants, are rearranged into new ones, the products,
often with the help of a catalyst that speeds the change without being consumed.

Much of chemistry is the study of particular families of behaviour. Acids and bases, opposites that
neutralise each other to form salts, run through everything from digestion to industry, and their strength is
measured on the pH scale. Matter shifts between solid, liquid and gas as heat is added or removed. And a single
element, carbon, with its rare gift for linking into long chains, forms the vast field of organic chemistry — the
chemistry of fuels, plastics, medicines and, ultimately, of life itself. To understand chemistry is to see the solid,
silent world as it truly is: not still at all, but a ceaseless dance of particles, joining, breaking and combining
without pause.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Dissolve To mix fully into a liquid and disappear e, foet= B
React To undergo a chemical change together srfafsran s
Volatile Evaporating very easily NIl
Soluble Able to be dissolved in a liquid RN

Dilute Made weaker by adding water g, Il
Concentrated Strong; containing little water g, Ml
Decompose To break down into simpler substances qefed g
Inert Chemically inactive; slow to react Afwa, Ffsra
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Corrosive Able to eat away or destroy material HINe, &TThT
Saturate To fill until no more can be absorbed I R
Pure Not mixed with anything else TS
Unstable Likely to change or break down 31feRr
Combine To join together into one Tt g, faemn
Synthesise To make a substance by combining parts TYAT HTT
Residue What is left after a process R
Potent Having a powerful effect EERMIESEISI
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Atom The smallest particle of an element TTAT]
Element A pure substance made of one kind of atom I
Compound A substance of two or more elements chemically | fifie

joined
Molecule The smallest unit of a compound 3]
Mixture Substances combined without a chemical bond g
Solution A mixture in which one substance dissolves in an- | fae=H, =
other
Solvent The liquid in which a substance dissolves IEGIRED
Solute The substance that dissolves in a solvent faera
Proton A positively charged particle in the nucleus e

Neutron A particle in the nucleus with no charge =2
Electron A negatively charged particle around the nucleus FGECE|
Atomic number The number of protons in an atom TIHIY] ShHIh
Isotope Atoms of one element with different masses ety
Ion An atom carrying an electric charge 3
Periodic table The ordered chart of all the elements e Aot
Chemical bond The force that holds atoms together TR F
Ionic bond A bond formed by the transfer of electrons M Y
Covalent bond A bond formed by the sharing of electrons HeHarsieh §Y
Valency An atom’s power to combine with others ERISE)
Chemical reaction A process that changes substances into new ones TR 3TfafRan
Reactant A substance that takes part in a reaction 3TfeRER
Product A new substance formed by a reaction EIVIES
Catalyst A substance that speeds a reaction without being | 3=

used up
Oxidation The gain of oxygen or loss of electrons FATeReeR T
Reduction The loss of oxygen or gain of electrons =T
Combustion Burning; a rapid reaction with oxygen <8
Corrosion The slow eating away of a metal, as in rust HerRo

Acid A sour substance that turns blue litmus red 377 A
Base A substance that neutralises an acid ek, T
Alkali A base that dissolves in water &R
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Ph A scale that measures acidity or alkalinity dTe 7H
Neutralisation The reaction of an acid with a base BRI
Salt A compound formed when an acid meets a base e

Physical change A change in which no new substance forms wlifqer afted
Chemical change A change that forms a new substance TEE® qRadd
Sublimation A solid turning straight into a gas B2 RIGE|
Organic chemistry The chemistry of carbon compounds Heeh EA
Hydrocarbon A compound made only of hydrogen and carbon HESEICE]
Evaporation A liquid slowly turning into vapour EliETu]
Condensation A gas turning back into a liquid EEE]
Distillation Purifying a liquid by boiling and then cooling it 3T
Polymer A large molecule built from repeating units ERYED

Alloy A mixture of a metal with other elements g
Inorganic chemistry The chemistry of non-carbon compounds STRTER T

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Look around at the bewildering variety of the world — water and iron, air and diamond, wood and salt
and living flesh — and it seems impossible that so many utterly different things could share any common root.
Yet one of the great discoveries of science is that they do. Every substance in the universe, however different it
may look or feel, is built from a small set of basic building blocks called elements, of which only about ninety
occur naturally on Earth. What makes one substance differ from another is not some special stuff unique to it,
but simply which of these few elements it contains and how they are joined together. Water is nothing but the
gases hydrogen and oxygen, locked into a compound; common table salt is the union of a violent metal and a
poisonous gas, tamed by their joining into something harmless we sprinkle on our food. It is a humbling and
rather beautiful idea: that the endless richness of the material world is written, like all the words of a language,
from a short and shared alphabet. To learn chemistry is, in a real sense, to learn how to read that alphabet.

Q1. The great discovery described is that all substances -
(a) are built from a small set of elements (b) are completely unique
(c) cannot be understood (d) are made of water
Q2. About how many elements occur naturally on Earth?

(a) about nine (b) about ninety
(c) about nine hundred (d) exactly one
Q3. In the passage, a ‘compound’ is a substance in which elements are —
(a) kept apart (b) left pure
(c) destroyed (d) joined together
Q4. What makes one substance differ from another?
(a) a special stuff unique to it (b) which elements it has and how they are joined
(c) its colour alone (d) its price
Q5. The material world is compared to -
(a) a machine (b) a poisonous gas
(c) a violent metal (d) words written from a short alphabet

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) The passage says everything is built from about ninety basic elements.

Q2 (B) The passage states only about ninety elements occur naturally.

Q3 (D) Water is called a compound of hydrogen and oxygen ‘locked’ together.

Q4 (B) Difference comes from which elements a thing contains and how they combine.

Q5 (D) The passage likens the world’s variety to words from a shared alphabet.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

Some of the most important substances in all of chemistry take part in a reaction without ever being used
up by it. A catalyst is a substance that speeds up a chemical reaction — often enormously — and yet emerges
at the very end completely unchanged, ready to do exactly the same work all over again. It behaves rather
like a matchmaker who brings two shy strangers together and then quietly steps aside: the marriage happens
far sooner than it otherwise would have, but the matchmaker is no part of the marriage itself. Catalysts are
everywhere, silently running the world around us and within us. In our own bodies, many thousands of them,
known as enzymes, make possible the countless reactions of life that would otherwise be far too slow to keep
us alive at all. In industry, they allow fuels, fertilisers and medicines to be manufactured cheaply and at great
speed. Without catalysts, much of modern chemistry would simply grind to a halt, and life itself would be
impossible. Their quiet magic lies precisely in their generosity: they lend a reaction a helping hand and ask for
nothing whatever in return, offering the same service over and over without ever being consumed.

Q1. What is unusual about a catalyst?
(a) it is destroyed by the reaction (b) it speeds a reaction yet is not used up
(c) it stops all reactions (d) 1itis very rare
Q2. In the passage, a ‘catalyst’ is a substance that -
(a) slows reactions down (b) speeds a reaction without being consumed
(c) becomes a new product (d) only works once
Q3. A catalyst is compared to -
(a) a shy stranger (b) a poison
(c) a marriage (d) a matchmaker who steps aside
Q4. In the body, catalysts are known as -
(a) hormones (b) acids
(c) enzymes (d) salts
Q5. Without catalysts, the passage says, -
(a) chemistry would speed up
(b) much of chemistry would halt and life be impossible
(c) nothing would change
(d) reactions would be cheaper
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) A catalyst speeds a reaction but emerges unchanged, ready to work again.

Q2 (B) Itis defined as speeding a reaction while emerging unchanged.

Q3 (D) The passage likens it to a matchmaker who brings strangers together, then steps aside.
Q4 (C) The passage names the body’s catalysts as enzymes.

Q5 (B) The close states much of modern chemistry would halt and life would be impossible.
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Biology is the study of life in all its astonishing forms — of what living things are made of, how they work,
how they pass on their qualities to their young, and how they have slowly changed across the vast reaches of
time. Its first great unifying idea is that every living thing, from a bacterium to a blue whale, is built from the
same basic unit: the cell. Some creatures are a single cell; others, like ourselves, are built from many trillions,
organised into tissues and organs, each carrying out its own task within the living whole.

A second thread runs through the whole of life: information. Inside almost every cell lies a molecule called
DNA, a chemical code that carries the instructions for building and running the organism, and that is copied
and passed from parent to offspring through units called genes. Occasionally the code changes by chance — a
mutation — and it is upon such small differences that the slow engine of evolution works. Over immense spans
of time, natural selection preserves the traits that help a creature survive and breed, so that species gradually
change and split, producing the great tree of life we see around us.

Biology also studies how living things function and how they fit together. Physiology examines the working
of the body — respiration, digestion, circulation — while ecology studies how organisms depend upon one
another and their surroundings, linked in food chains and held in a delicate balance. Plants capture the sun’s
energy through photosynthesis, feeding nearly all other life; microbes, unseen, drive both disease and decay.
From the code within a single cell to the web of an entire forest, biology reveals a single, connected story — that
all living things, ourselves included, are bound together, kin in a shared and ancient enterprise of life.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Organism An individual living thing e, gsia

Adapt To change so as to suit conditions FTHfAd BT, T
Evolve To develop gradually over generations foerfaa g
Reproduce To produce young or offspring ESEEECTCH
Inherit To receive traits from one’s parents forga o 9
Secrete To give out a substance, as a gland does gifad T
Dormant Alive but inactive for a period g, Hfera
Thrive To grow strong and flourish HATT-THe T
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Vital Absolutely necessary for life

Diverse Of many varied kinds fafay
Sustain To keep alive or in existence IAIT TG, 9907 3
Respond To react to something gfaferar
Generate To bring into being; to produce 3G BT
Complex Made of many connected parts Stfea
Absorb To take in, as nutrients or water R CNIEGRCTG
Intricate Very detailed and finely made Uiy, Sifed
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Cell The basic structural unit of all living things TR
Nucleus The control centre of a cell SR
Cytoplasm The jelly-like fluid filling a cell IS
Cell membrane The outer boundary that encloses a cell FIfTRT foreett
Organelle A tiny working structure inside a cell HITRTT
Tissue A group of similar cells doing one job Sdeh

Organ A body part made of several tissues 3T
Chromosome A thread of dna that carries genes oA

Gene A unit of heredity that codes for a trait SiE|

Dna The molecule that carries genetic instructions guAe
Heredity The passing of traits from parent to offspring CIREINET
Mutation A chance change in the genetic material BRIl
Evolution The slow change of species over long time g, wa-faw™
Natural selection The survival of the best-adapted EIEARECRE|
Adaptation A trait that helps an organism survive CREASE
Species A group of similar organisms that can breed ST, gsifd
Extinction The complete dying out of a species faqfa
Respiration The release of energy from food in cells vagq
Digestion The breaking down of food in the body qr==
Circulation The flow of blood around the body TR aRE=R
Metabolism All the chemical processes within a body U=, =I9=d
Hormone A chemical messenger that controls the body BHIA
Enzyme A protein that speeds up reactions in the body TSEH, Hfehug
Immune system The body’s defence against disease gfaeen a3
Nervous system The body’s network of message and control GIECARGE]
Photosynthesis How plants make food from sunlight ThTY FIATOT
Chlorophyll The green pigment that captures light in plants Tuiefid, FIRIfRe
Pollination The transfer of pollen so plants can seed GO
Germination The sprouting of a seed into a plant SHRIUT
Ecosystem Living things together with their surroundings uiiferfaent o=
Food chain The order in which organisms feed on each other e gael
Biodiversity The variety of all living things in an area Sa fafaem
Symbiosis A close living-together of two different species ESESIIEKI
Decomposer An organism that breaks down dead matter 3TYETEH
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Producer An organism, like a plant, that makes its own food |3IdEH
Bacteria Tiny single-celled living organisms Sfremoy
Virus A tiny agent that causes infection farmoy
Reproduction The process of producing offspring ECERREREI
Vertebrate An animal that has a backbone Ea
Invertebrate An animal that has no backbone 3THITEhT
Protein A nutrient that builds and repairs the body P ICAE]
Genetics The study of genes and heredity E IS EINED]
Excretion The removal of waste from the body IS
Fungi Organisms such as moulds and mushrooms hlh
Microbe A tiny living organism, seen only under a microscope | g&#siia
Herbivore An animal that eats only plants NIEIEESIE]
Carnivore An animal that eats other animals BISIHAESIC)
Cell division The splitting of one cell into two HifeTeRT faare

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

Why does the polar bear wear white, and the desert fox carry such enormous ears? For most of human
history the answer given was simply that each creature had been made, from the very beginning, to fit its home.
Charles Darwin offered a stranger and far more powerful explanation. In any group of animals, he observed,
individuals differ slightly from one another, and some of these small differences happen, by pure chance, to help
their owners survive and breed a little better than the rest. A bear born slightly paler than its fellows is a little
harder for seals to see against the ice, and so it hunts, lives and leaves behind more cubs — cubs that inherit
its useful paleness. Repeat this quiet process over many thousands of generations, and the whole species drifts,
step by tiny step, toward whiteness. This slow shaping of living things by the survival of the best-suited is what
Darwin called natural selection, and the helpful trait it slowly produces — the white coat, the great cooling ears
— is called an adaptation. No designer is needed, only time, chance variation, and the steady pressure of a world
in which not everything that is born can possibly survive.

Q1. What was the old explanation for creatures fitting their homes?

(a) they were made from the start to fit (b) they chose their homes
(c) they were trained (d) they moved often
Q2. How does a slightly paler bear benefit?
(a) it is warmer (b) it is harder for seals to see, so it breeds more
(c) it runs faster (d) it eats plants
Q3. In the passage, an ‘adaptation’ is -
(a) a chance mutation (b) a designer’s plan
(c) a kind of animal (d) a helpful trait that aids survival
Q4. Natural selection, the author says, needs no designer, only -
(a) luck alone (b) time, variation and survival pressure
(c) a single generation (d) a warm climate
Q5. The tone of the passage toward Darwin’s idea is -
(a) admiring (b) dismissive
(c) fearful (d) confused

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) For most of history it was believed each creature was made from the beginning to fit.
Q2 (B) Being harder to spot against ice, it hunts and leaves more cubs.

Q3 (D) An adaptation is defined as the helpful trait natural selection produces.

Q4 (B) It needs only time, chance variation, and the pressure of survival.

Q@5 (A) The passage presents the idea as ‘stranger and far more powerful’ — an admiring tone.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

L

Every scrap of food you have ever eaten traces back, in the end, to a quiet miracle performed by plants in
silence and in green. Deep inside every leaf, using nothing but sunlight, water and the carbon dioxide of the air,
a plant builds sugar — its own food, and eventually ours. This remarkable process, called photosynthesis, is
the hinge on which almost all of life turns. The animal that eats the leaf, and the animal that in turn eats that
animal, are both living, at one remove or two, upon captured sunlight. Nor is that the whole of it. In the very act
of building its sugar, the plant releases oxygen as a waste product — the same oxygen that fills our atmosphere
and every single breath we take. It is a sobering thought that the forests and the drifting green plankton of the
oceans are not merely pleasant scenery but the true source of both the food we eat and the air we breathe. When
we clear a great forest without a second thought, we are not only losing trees; we are quietly dismantling, piece
by piece, the ancient living machinery that keeps every one of us alive.

Q1. All the food we eat traces back to a miracle performed by —
(a) animals (b) the ocean
(c) the sun alone (d) plants
Q2. In the passage, ‘photosynthesis’ is the process by which a plant -
(a) builds sugar from sunlight, water and carbon dioxide
(b) eats other plants
(c) releases carbon dioxide
(d) stores oxygen
Q3. What does a plant release as a waste product?
(a) sugar (b) water
(c) carbon dioxide (d) oxygen
Q4. An animal that eats a leaf is living, at one remove, upon -
(@) soil (b) water
(c) captured sunlight (d) air
Q5. Clearing a great forest, the author warns, means -
(a) gaining farmland (b) dismantling the machinery that keeps us alive
(c) planting more trees (d) cooling the air
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (D) The passage says every scrap of food traces back to plants.

Q2 (A) Photosynthesis is defined as building sugar from sunlight, water and CO?.
Q3 (D) In building sugar, the plant releases oxygen as waste.

Q4 (C) Such an animal lives, at one remove, on the sunlight the plant captured.
Q5 (B) The close warns we dismantle the living machinery that keeps us alive.
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Astronomy is the oldest of the sciences and, in a way, the humblest, for it studies everything that lies
beyond our own small planet — the sun and moon, the wandering planets, the distant stars, and the vast dark
reaches of the universe itself. It begins close to home, with the solar system: our star, the sun, and the eight
planets that circle it in their steady orbits, held in place by the invisible grip of gravity, along with their moons,
and the drifting asteroids and comets that share their space.

Beyond the solar system lies a far greater immensity. Our sun is but one ordinary star among hundreds of
billions that together form our galaxy, and our galaxy is one among countless others scattered through space.
The distances are so enormous that ordinary measures fail, and astronomers count instead in the light-year,
the distance light itself travels in a single year. Because that light takes so long to reach us, to look outward into
space is also to look backward in time, seeing distant stars not as they are but as they were long ago.

The universe, we now believe, began some fourteen billion years ago in an event called the Big Bang, and
has been expanding ever since. Much about it remains deeply mysterious — the nature of black holes, whose
gravity lets nothing escape, or of the unseen dark matter that seems to hold the galaxies together. Against this
backdrop, the human effort to explore space — with telescopes that peer across the void, and with rockets,
probes and astronauts that venture into it — stands as one of our boldest adventures. For all our smallness, we
are the part of the universe that has begun, at last, to look back at itself and wonder.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Vast Extremely large in size or extent fasma

Celestial Relating to the sky or the heavens ST, TN
Remote Situated far away Y

Luminous Giving off light; shining GRTITH, THh [T
Immense Enormous; very great R PN ENIK]
Void A completely empty space =, e
Hostile Harsh and unwelcoming, esp. To life gfaeRe, forrdt
Pioneer One of the first to explore something 3T, eldeh
Aspire To aim for something high or great SATRIET HEAT
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e, gate

Elusive Difficult to find, catch or grasp

Barren Bare and lifeless ESIECIRE]
Propel To drive or push forward ST TG, YN HEA
Infinite Having no limit or end CEG]

Distant Far off in space or time Y

Awe A feeling of wonder mixed with respect foema

Observe To watch carefully and note &I HTT, T
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Solar system The sun and everything that orbits it TR o

Planet A large body that orbits a star g

Orbit The curved path of one body around another Fell, TRHHT-TY
Satellite A body or device that orbits a planet 39S

Asteroid A small rocky body orbiting the sun RS

Comet An icy body that grows a tail near the sun CLETS|

Meteor A space rock that burns up in the atmosphere IRl

Eclipse The blocking of one body’s light by another PRI

Gravity The force that pulls masses toward each other TEETRY

Star A huge glowing ball of gas, like the sun KGRy

Galaxy A vast system of billions of stars STRTITTN, HETfoht
Constellation A recognised pattern of stars ARHSH, 8T
Nebula A great cloud of gas and dust in space TreTent
Supernova The violent explosion of a dying star e, dR-faehie
Light-year The distance light travels in one year YTl oY

Black hole A region whose gravity lets nothing escape FoT faey, =& o
Universe All of space and everything within it S

Big bang The event in which the universe began TeTfoehIe
Cosmos The universe seen as an ordered whole fava, s=ne
Dark matter Unseen matter that seems to hold galaxies together |vam ugret
Telescope An instrument for viewing distant objects A
Spacecraft A vehicle built for travel in space 3TaRel Im
Rocket An engine-driven vehicle that reaches space e

Space station A crewed structure that orbits the earth aieyy ©IM
Astronaut A person trained to travel in space STafer amsit
Probe An unmanned craft sent to explore space -
Launch The sending of a craft up into space gequy
Trajectory The path that a moving object follows Teg-q

Lunar Relating to the moon =g, T el
Interstellar Occurring between the stars SRR T
Astronomy The scientific study of the heavens i fomm
Astrophysics The physics of stars and the universe e Aifaet
Observatory A place equipped for observing the sky ECNIG

Cosmic Relating to the universe as a whole S, dfves
Rotation The spinning of a body on its own axis U, aRywo
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Revolution The movement of one body around another qREHIT
Meteorite A space rock that lands on the earth’s surface IR
Milky way The galaxy that contains our solar system STTERTITT, HeTfeh T
Atmosphere The layer of gases surrounding a planet gHEA

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

When you look up at the night sky, you are not seeing the stars as they are now, but as they once were —
in some cases, as they were long before you were born. The reason lies in the almost unimaginable distances
of space, together with the fact that light, though it is the fastest thing in the entire universe, still takes time
to travel. Astronomers measure these gulfs not in miles but in the light-year, the distance that light covers in
a single year of travel. A star that lies a hundred light-years away is seen by us exactly as it looked a hundred
years ago, for its light has taken precisely that long to cross the void and reach our eyes. Some of the faint points
we admire may, in sober truth, no longer exist at all, having burned out centuries ago, their final glow only now
arriving. To gaze at the heavens, then, is to look not merely across a vast distance but backward through time
itself — a strange and humbling thought, that the night sky is less a photograph of the present moment than a
bundle of old letters from the deep past, still travelling patiently toward us across the dark.

Q1. When you look at the night sky, you see the stars -

(a) as they once were (b) as they are right now
(c) brighter than they are (d) exactly as photographs
Q2. Why do we see stars as they were in the past?
(a) they move away (b) light takes time to travel across vast distances
(c) the sky is dark (d) stars change colour
Q3. In the passage, a ‘light-year’ is -
(a) a very long year (b) the age of a star
(c) the distance light travels in one year (d) the speed of light
Q4. Some faint stars we admire may, in truth, -
(a) be getting brighter (b) no longer exist, having burned out
(c) be very close (d) be newly born
Q5. To gaze at the heavens, the author says, is to look backward through -
(a) distance only (b) the atmosphere
(c) a telescope (d) time itself

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) The passage opens by saying we see stars not as they are now but as they once were.
Q2 (B) Light, though fastest, still takes time to cross the enormous distances.

Q3 (C) A light-year is defined as the distance light covers in a single year.

Q4 (B) Some may have burned out centuries ago, their last glow only now arriving.

Q@5 (D) The close: looking at the sky is looking backward through time.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

To most people, space seems the remotest of concerns — a playground for dreamers, and a waste of money
that might be far better spent on pressing needs here on Earth. Yet space is woven, quite invisibly, into the
fabric of ordinary daily life, chiefly through the satellite, a device placed in orbit high above the planet to perform
work that could never be done from the ground. When you check tomorrow’s weather, follow a map on your
phone, watch a match beamed live from another continent, or make a call from a remote village, you are almost
certainly relying on satellites circling silently overhead. Farmers use them to watch over their crops; sailors and
pilots use them to find their way; and governments use them to give early warning of an approaching storm
that, in an earlier age, might have killed thousands with no warning at all. The vast sums spent on reaching
space, its defenders argue, are not flung uselessly into the void; a great deal of it returns to Earth in the shape
of technologies that quietly serve us every hour of every day. The frontier that appears so impossibly far away
turns out, on closer inspection, to be nearer to our daily lives than almost anything else.

4 | )




Ql.

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

How does the passage say most people view space?

(a) as central to life (b)
(c) as frightening (d)
In the passage, a ‘satellite’ is a device placed in -

(a) a distant galaxy (b)
(c) a farmer’s field (d)

Which of these is named as relying on satellites?

(a) writing a letter (b)
(c) digging a well (d)
What do defenders say about money spent on space?
(a) much of it returns to Earth as useful technology (b)
(c) it helps only dreamers (d)
The passage concludes that space is -

(a) further away than ever (b)

(c) of no real use (d)

Space & Astronomy [

as a remote concern and a waste of money

as easy to reach

a telescope

orbit above the planet to do work

checking the weather and following maps

reading a book

it is lost in the void

it should be stopped

nearer to daily life than almost anything

only for governments

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) Most see space as a remote concern and a waste of money better spent on Earth.

Q2 (D) A satellite is defined as a device placed in orbit to perform work impossible from the ground.
Q3 (B) The passage lists weather forecasts, maps, television and calls as satellite-dependent.

Q4 (A) They argue much of it returns as technologies that serve us daily.

Q5 (B) The close: the far-seeming frontier is nearer to daily life than almost anything else.
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For most of history, nations lived largely separate lives, meeting mainly through trade at the edges or war
at the borders. That age has ended. The defining feature of our time is globalisation — the weaving-together
of the world’s economies, cultures and peoples into a single, restless and deeply connected system, driven by
trade, travel and instant communication. Goods are now made across a dozen countries before they reach a
shop; ideas and fashions cross the planet in moments; and the fortunes of a farmer in one continent may turn
on a decision taken in a distant capital he will never see.

How nations manage this closeness is the business of international relations. At its best, it is conducted
through diplomacy — the patient art of settling disputes with words rather than weapons, through talks, treaties
and alliances, and through great international bodies such as the United Nations, built after a century of terrible
wars to give the world a place to argue instead of fight. Yet cooperation is never guaranteed. Nations remain
jealous of their sovereignty, rivalries and old suspicions endure, and the threat of conflict is never wholly absent.

Globalisation, for all its gifts, is fiercely debated. Its defenders point to the hundreds of millions lifted from
poverty and the spread of knowledge across old barriers; its critics answer that the gains have been unevenly
shared, that jobs vanish from one land as they appear in another, and that local cultures are flattened by a
powerful few. What is beyond dispute is the depth of our interdependence. The great problems of the age —
climate change, pandemics, financial panics — respect no borders and can be solved by no nation alone. Our
troubles have become global, even as our politics remains stubbornly national; learning to bridge that gap may
be the central task of the century.
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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Interconnected Linked so that each part affects the others TR Je1 gl

Mutual Shared between two or more parties JRETeh, STIEt

Hostile Unfriendly and aggressive REGIEU

Negotiate To bargain in order to reach agreement A T, THEAT
Prosper To thrive and grow successful TS T, He-Her
Tension A state of strained relations GEIE]

Integrate To combine parts into a single whole Thihd Al
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Rivalry Competition between opponents

Cooperate To work together toward a goal AN HET
Dominate To have controlling power over Y @I, RG]
Fragile Easily broken, as a peace or truce AR, AT
Emerge To rise up or come into view I, YHe B
Volatile Unstable and liable to sudden change arfeeRr, faepies
Strategic Forming part of a long-term plan EUEIIRED
Impose To force a rule or penalty upon AT, TR HT
Mediate To help two sides reach agreement HEEIAT Tl
TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Globalisation The growing interconnection of the world’s econo- | aveiaiu

mies and cultures

Trade The buying and selling of goods between nations AR

Tariff A tax charged on imported goods SRR T
Multinational A company that operates in many countries Eruie sl
Free trade Trade conducted without barriers or tariffs HeRd ST
Protectionism Shielding home industry from foreign competition GLETUER
Interdependence The mutual reliance of nations on one another e T
Diplomacy The managing of relations between states el

Treaty A formal, binding agreement between nations iy

Alliance A union of nations formed for a common aim REECR
Summit A meeting of the top leaders of nations fIrEr T em
Bilateral Involving two nations feuelia
Multilateral Involving many nations together Sgusta
Embassy A nation’s official office in another country EGIEIRS)
Ambassador A nation’s chief representative abroad REEG]
Sanction A penalty imposed on a nation to force a change EIGER)
Negotiation Discussion aimed at reaching an agreement 1dt, STd=d
Sovereignty A nation’s full authority over itself BRI

United nations The world body for peace and cooperation ESRESIRILT
Superpower An extremely powerful and influential nation EHHNIES
Geopolitics How geography shapes power between nations -

Bloc A group of nations acting together e, 998
Ceasefire An agreed halt to fighting I
Deterrence Preventing attack by the threat of retaliation femor, ufawer
Refugee A person who flees to another country for safety yromedt

Cold war Hostility between powers without direct fighting ¥ 45
Embargo An official ban on trade with a nation TR-Yfaoe
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Foreign aid Help given by one country to another foelt wema

Neutrality The policy of taking no side in a conflict GEESKIE

Summitry The conduct of diplomacy through leaders’ meetings | fira-sheifd

World trade organization The body that oversees the rules of world trade fava =MR 9T8q

International monetary fund | The global fund that helps nations in financial trou- | SaU=" g1 &N
ble

Soft power Influence gained through culture and persuasion, | 99 R, HiTA Al
not force

Hegemony The dominance of one nation over others g

Diaspora A people scattered far from their homeland Yardt g

Asylum Protection given to a refugee by another country INOT

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

A century ago, a failed harvest in one country was, for the most part, that country’s own private misfortune.
Today, a shock in almost any corner of the world is felt, within hours, in every other. This is the defining fact of
globalisation — the weaving-together of the world’s economies into a single, restless system through trade, travel
and instant communication. Its benefits have been enormous and undeniable. Goods that were once rare and
costly are now cheap and everywhere; ideas and technologies leap across borders in moments; and hundreds
of millions of people have been lifted out of poverty by selling their labour and their wares to distant markets.
Yet the very same connectedness carries a hidden price. A factory closing on one continent throws people out
of work on another; a financial panic in one great city can drain the savings of families across the globe; and
a virus in a single crowded market can, as the whole world has lately seen, become everyone’s disease within
a matter of weeks. This deep interdependence means that no nation, however rich or powerful, can any longer
stand truly alone. Our problems have become global, even while our politics remains stubbornly national, and
the two do not fit together at all easily.

Q1. A century ago, a failed harvest was chiefly -
(a) that country’s own private misfortune (b) a global disaster
(c) a cause of war (d) unnoticed
Q2. In the passage, ‘globalisation’ is the weaving-together of economies through -
(a) war and conquest (b) trade, travel and communication
(c) borders and armies (d) farming alone
Q3. Which of these is named as a benefit of globalisation?
(a) more factory closings (b) financial panics
(c) hundreds of millions lifted from poverty (d) the spread of disease
Q4. ‘Interdependence’ in the passage means that no nation can -
(a) trade with others (b) stand truly alone
(c) close its factories (d) grow rich
Q5. The great difficulty of the age is that problems are global while politics is -
(a) also global (b) stubbornly national
() unimportant (d) perfectly united
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (A) The passage opens by contrasting the private misfortune of the past with today’s shared shocks.
Q2 (B) Itis defined as connecting the world’s economies through trade, travel and communication.

Q3 (C) Benefits listed include cheaper goods, spreading ideas and poverty reduced.

Q4 (B) Deep interdependence means no nation, however powerful, can stand alone.

Q5 (B) The close states problems are global while politics remains national, and the two clash.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

It is often said that war begins where diplomacy ends, and there is a hard truth folded into the saying.
Diplomacy is the patient, unglamorous art by which nations settle their quarrels with words rather than with
weapons — through talks, through treaties, and through the endless quiet labour of ambassadors. It rarely
makes the headlines, for its greatest successes are, by their very nature, invisible: the war that did not break
out, the crisis that was quietly talked down, leaves behind no ruins for a photographer and no dramatic story
to tell. Only its failures are loud. This is precisely why diplomacy is so easily undervalued, and why leaders
are sometimes tempted to abandon it for the swift and dramatic gesture of force. Yet history teaches, over and
over, that a war is almost always more costly, more destructive and more uncertain in its outcome than the
compromise that might have prevented it. The finest diplomacy asks something genuinely difficult of proud
nations: the willingness to give a little in order to gain peace, and to see an opponent not as a monster to
be crushed but as a party with real interests that must somehow be accommodated. It is slow, it is often
frustrating, and it is, in the end, far cheaper than the alternative.

Q1. ‘War begins where diplomacy ends’ suggests that diplomacy is -

(a) the cause of war (b) the alternative to war

(c) a kind of weapon (d) always a failure
Q2. In the passage, ‘diplomacy’ is the art of settling quarrels with -

(a) weapons (b) money

(c) threats (d) words rather than weapons
Q3. Why are diplomacy’s greatest successes called ‘invisible’?

(a) they are secret plots (b) the war that did not happen leaves no ruins

(c) no one records them (d) they always fail
Q4. What does history teach about war versus compromise?

(a) war is more costly and uncertain than the compromise that might prevent it

(b) war is always cheaper

(c) compromise never works

(d) war is unavoidable
Q5. The finest diplomacy asks nations to -

(a) crush their opponents
(b) abandon all talks
(c) give a little to gain peace and accommodate rivals’ interests
(d) use force swiftly
ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1 (B) The saying implies diplomacy is what holds off war — its alternative.

Q@2 (D) Diplomacy is defined as settling disputes with words rather than weapons.

Q3 (B) A prevented war leaves no ruins to photograph, so success goes unseen.

Q4 (A) History shows war is almost always costlier and less certain than a preventing compromise.
Q5 (C) It asks the willingness to give a little for peace and to see rivals as parties with interests.
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