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Environment & Ecology1
	 Of all the topics a comprehension passage can be built on, the environment is the most common, and 
for a simple reason: it touches everything. At its centre lies climate change. When we burn coal, oil and gas for 
energy, we release greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide and methane. These gases act like a blanket around 
the planet, trapping the sun’s heat and slowly raising the earth’s temperature. The results are already visible 
— glaciers melt, sea levels rise, storms grow fiercer, and rainfall becomes unpredictable. As the climate shifts 
faster than living things can adapt, countless species are lost, and this steady erosion of biodiversity weakens 
the whole web of life on which we depend.
	 Alongside climate change runs a wider crisis of pollution. The air of large cities is thick with tiny particles 
that shorten lives; rivers and lakes are poisoned by sewage, chemicals and mountains of plastic that never fully 
break down; and fertile soil is exhausted by overuse. The root of much of this is a ‘take, make and throw away’ 
way of living, in which resources are used once and discarded. In response, thinkers now speak of a ‘circular 
economy’, in which waste is reused, repaired and recycled so that little is truly thrown away.
	 The deepest tension in the subject is between economic growth and the health of the planet. Factories, 
roads and cities bring jobs and prosperity, but often at the cost of forests, clean air and water. Yet the two need 
not always be enemies. Renewable sources of energy such as solar and wind are now cheaper than ever; forests 
and oceans act as ‘carbon sinks’ that absorb some of what we emit; and wiser policy can reward those who 
pollute less. There is also a question of justice, for it is very often the poorest — who consume and pollute the 
least — who suffer the worst of floods, heat and foul air. The tools to respond already exist. What the crisis truly 
demands is not a new invention, but the collective will to act before the damage becomes impossible to undo.
	 ftu fo"k;ksa ij dkWfEçgsa'ku iSlst cu ldrk gS] muesa i;kZoj.k lcls vke gS] vkSj bldk dkj.k ljy gS & ;g gj pht ls tqM+k gSA blds 
dsaæ esa gS tyok;q ifjorZuA tc ge ÅtkZ ds fy, dks;yk] rsy vkSj xSl tykrs gSa] rks dkcZu MkbvkWDlkbM vkSj ehFksu tSlh xzhugkml xSlsa fudyrh 
gSaA ;s xSlsa i`Foh ds pkjksa vksj ,d dacy dh rjg dke djrh gSa vkSj lwjt dh xehZ dks jksddj /jrh dk rkieku /hjs&/hjs c<+krh gSaA blds 
ifj.kke vHkh ls fn• jgs gSa & Xysf'k;j fi?ky jgs gSa] leqæ dk Lrj c<+ jgk gS] rwiQku rst gks jgs gSa vkSj o"kkZ vfuf'pr gks xbZ gSA tc tyok;q 
bruh rsth ls cnyrh gS fd tho mlds vuqlkj <y ugha ikrs] rks vusd çtkfr;k¡ yqIr gks tkrh gSa] vkSj tSo fofo/rk dk ;g {k; thou ds iwjs 
tky dks detksj dj nsrk gSA
	 tyok;q ifjorZu ds lkFk&lkFk çnw"k.k dk ,d cM+k ladV Hkh pyrk gSA cM+s 'kgjksa dh gok mu lw{e d.kksa ls Hkjh gS tks thou NksVk dj 
nsrs gSa_ ufn;k¡ vkSj >hysa ey] jlk;uksa vkSj IykfLVd ds <sjksa ls tgjhyh gks pqdh gSa_ vkSj mitkÅ feêðh vR;f/d mi;ksx ls Fkd pqdh gSA bldh 
tM+ esa gS ^yks] cukvks vkSj iQsadks* okyh thou'kSyh] ftlesa lalk/u ,d ckj bLrseky djds iQsad fn, tkrs gSaA blds mÙkj esa vc fo}ku ^pØh; 
vFkZO;oLFkk* dh ckr djrs gSa] ftlesa dpjs dks nksckjk mi;ksx] ejEer vkSj iqupZØ.k fd;k tkrk gSA
	 bl fo"k; dk lcls xgjk ruko vkfFkZd fodkl vkSj i`Foh ds LokLF; ds chp gSA dkj•kus] lM+dsa vkSj 'kgj jkstxkj vkSj le`f¼ ykrs gSa] ij 
vDlj taxyksa] LoPN gok vkSj ikuh dh dher ijA fiQj Hkh nksuksa ges'kk 'k=kq ugha gSaA lkSj vkSj iou tSlh uohdj.kh; ÅtkZ vc igys ls lLrh gS_ 
taxy vkSj egklkxj ^dkcZu flad* dh rjg dke djrs gSa_ vkSj csgrj uhfr mUgsa iqjLÑr dj ldrh gS tks de çnw"k.k djrs gSaA ,d U;k; dk ç'u 
Hkh gS] D;ksafd vDlj lcls xjhc yksx & tks lcls de çnw"k.k djrs gSa & ck<+] xehZ vkSj nwf"kr gok dk lcls vf/d d"V >syrs gSaA lek/ku ds 
lk/u igys ls ekStwn gSa_ ladV dks dsoy feydj dk;Z djus dh bPNk'kfDr pkfg,] blls igys fd {kfr viwj.kh; gks tk,A

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Mitigate To make a problem or bad effect less serious de djuk] gYdk djuk
Deplete To use something up until little is left lekIr dj nsuk] •pZ dj nsuk
Degradation The process of something being damaged or made 

worse
{kj.k] fcxM+uk

Pristine Completely clean and untouched ,dne LoPN] vNwrk
Adverse Harmful or unfavourable çfrdwy] gkfudkjd
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Resilience The ability to recover after damage or difficulty lgu'khyrk] mcjus dh {kerk
Sustainable Able to continue for a long time without harm fVdkÅ] nh?kZdkfyd
Emit To give out (gas, heat, light) mRlftZr djuk] NksM+uk
Scarce Available only in small amounts nqyZHk] de
Fragile Easily broken or damaged uktqd] Hkaxqj
Irreversible Impossible to undo or reverse vifjorZuh;] u cnyus ;ksX;
Replenish To fill up or restore a supply again fiQj ls Hkjuk] iqu%iwfrZ djuk
Habitat The natural home of a plant or animal çkÑfrd vkokl
Rampant Spreading fast and out of control vfu;af=kr] csyxke
Contaminate To make something impure or dirty nwf"kr djuk
Finite Limited; having an end lhfer] ifjfer
Dwindle To become smaller or fewer over time ?kVrs tkuk] fldqM+uk
Catastrophic Causing sudden, great damage fouk'kdkjh
Conserve To protect and use carefully lajf{kr djuk] cpkuk
Thrive To grow strong and healthy iQyuk&iQwyuk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Greenhouse gas A gas (like co2 or methane) that traps the sun’s heat xzhugkml xSl
Carbon footprint The total amount of greenhouse gas an activity 

causes
dkcZu iQqVfçaV

Biodiversity The variety of all living things in an area tSo fofo/rk
Ecosystem A community of living things together with their sur-

roundings
ikfjfLFkfrdh ra=k

Carbon sink A forest or ocean that absorbs and stores carbon dkcZu flad
Renewable energy Energy from sources that never run out, like sun 

and wind
uohdj.kh; ÅtkZ

Fossil fuel Fuel formed underground long ago — coal, oil, gas thok'e bZa/u
Deforestation The large-scale cutting down of forests ouksUewyu
Emissions Gases released into the air, especially harmful ones mRltZu
Ozone layer A layer of gas that shields earth from harmful uv 

rays
vkstksu ijr

Global warming The gradual rise in the earth’s average temperature HkweaMyh; rkiu
Climate change A long-term change in the world’s weather patterns tyok;q ifjorZu
Circular economy A system that reuses and recycles so little is wasted pØh; vFkZO;oLFkk
Particulate matter Tiny solid particles in the air that harm the lungs lw{e d.k
Sustainability Meeting today’s needs without harming future gen-

erations
fLFkjrk] /kj.kh;rk

Biodegradable Able to be broken down naturally by bacteria tSo&fuEuhdj.kh;
Conservation The careful protection of nature and resources laj{k.k
Depletion The using up of a natural resource {k;] lekfIr
Carbon credit A permit allowing a set amount of emissions dkcZu ØsfMV
Smog A mix of smoke and fog that pollutes city air /qa/] LekWx
Acid rain Rain made acidic by air pollution vEyh; o"kkZ
Wetland Water-soaked land that is rich in wildlife vkæZHkwfe
Desertification Fertile land slowly turning into desert e#LFkyhdj.k
Food chain The order in which living things feed on one another •k| J`a•yk
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Endangered species A kind of animal or plant at risk of dying out ladVxzLr çtkfr
Afforestation Planting trees to create a new forest oujksi.k
Groundwater Water stored in the soil and rock underground Hkwty
Ecological footprint The demand a person places on nature ikfjfLFkfrd infpÉ
Effluent Liquid waste released into rivers or the sea cfg%lzko
Carbon neutral Adding no overall carbon to the atmosphere dkcZu rVLFk
Greenhouse effect The trapping of the sun’s heat by gases in the air gfjrx`g çHkko
Sustainable development Growth that meets today’s needs without harming 

the future
lrr fodkl

Biosphere The part of the earth where living things exist thoeaMy
Pollution The presence of harmful substances in the environ-

ment
çnw"k.k

Recycling Treating waste so that it can be used again iqupZØ.k
Ozone depletion The thinning of the protective ozone layer vkstksu {kj.k

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 A river, it is said, cannot be owned, and perhaps that is its curse. Because it belongs to everyone, it is cared 
for by no one. The town upstream draws off clean water for its homes and returns it as sewage; the factory on 
the bank treats the current as a free drain for its waste; and the city downstream, receiving what the others have 
spoiled, does the same to those below it. Each acts sensibly for itself, and the sum of all that private sense is a 
poisoned river; it is the oldest trap of anything held in common, that what everyone may use, no one will trouble 
to protect. No single act seems large enough to matter, and so each is repeated without shame, until the river 
that once carried fish carries only froth. The remedy is not mysterious. Where towns have been made to clean 
their water before returning it, and factories fined for what they pour, rivers have recovered within a few years. 
What is missing is not the method but the will — the simple insistence that whoever takes from a shared thing 
must return it unspoiled.
Q1.	 Why, according to the passage, is a river poorly cared for?
	 (a)	 It is too large to clean	 (b)	 Because it belongs, it is cared for by no one
	 (c)	 It carries too many fish	 (d)	 It is owned by one factory
Q2.	 ‘A free drain for its waste’ describes how the factory treats the river as -
	 (a)	 a source of clean water	 (b)	 a home for fish
	 (c)	 a place to dump waste at no cost	 (d)	 a tourist spot
Q3.	 What happens to the river by the end of the passage?
	 (a)	 it carries only froth	 (b)	 it becomes a lake
	 (c)	 it dries up	 (d)	 it is fenced off
Q4.	 Rivers have recovered where towns and factories were -
	 (a)	 left alone	 (b)	 made to clean and were fined
	 (c)	 given more water	 (d)	 closed down
Q5.	 The author says what is missing is -
	 (a)	 a new method	 (b)	 more factories
	 (c)	 more rivers	 (d)	 the will to act

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1.  (B)   The opening line explains that because a river belongs to all, no single person feels responsible for it.
Q2.  (C)   A ‘free drain’ means a costless place to discharge waste.
Q3.  (A)   The passage states the river ‘carries only froth’ once it is spoiled.
Q4.  (B)   Recovery followed rules: cleaning water before return and fining polluters.
Q5.  (D)   The closing lines say the method exists; only the will is missing.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 For years, solar power was dismissed as a dream for the rich — clean, certainly, but far too expensive to 
matter. That objection has quietly collapsed. The price of a solar panel has fallen so far and so fast that in much 
of the world sunlight is now the cheapest source of new electricity, cheaper even than coal. What might have 
taken decades to imagine happened, instead, in a single generation, as panels once built by hand in laboratories 
began rolling off vast factory lines by the million. The change is most striking not in wealthy cities but in villages 
that the electric grid never reached. A single rooftop panel can now light a home, charge a phone and run a fan 
where, a decade ago, there was only the kerosene lamp. Difficulties remain — the sun does not shine at night, 
and storing power in batteries is still costly. But the direction is no longer in doubt. The question has shifted 
from whether clean energy can compete to how quickly the old, dirty machinery can be retired.
Q1.	 Solar power was once dismissed as -
	 (a)	 dirty and unreliable	 (b)	 a dream for the rich
	 (c)	 impossible to build	 (d)	 harmful to health
Q2.	 Why has that objection ‘collapsed’?
	 (a)	 panels have become very cheap	 (b)	 the sun shines more
	 (c)	 coal ran out	 (d)	 batteries are free
Q3.	 The change is most striking in —
	 (a)	 wealthy cities	 (b)	 villages the grid never reached
	 (c)	 large factories	 (d)	 coal mines
Q4.	 Which difficulty is still admitted?
	 (a)	 panels are ugly	 (b)	 villages refuse power
	 (c)	 sunlight is harmful	 (d)	 storing power at night is costly
Q5.	 The main question has now shifted to -
	 (a)	 whether clean energy can compete	 (b)	 how to build kerosene lamps
	 (c)	 who owns the sun	 (d)	 how fast dirty machinery can be retired

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1.  (B)   The first line calls it ‘a dream for the rich’ — clean but too costly.
Q2.  (A)   The price of panels fell so far that solar is now often the cheapest new power.
Q3.  (B)   The passage highlights off-grid villages, not rich cities.
Q4.  (D)   It notes the sun does not shine at night and battery storage remains expensive.
Q5.  (D)   The close says the real question is how quickly old, dirty power can be retired.
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Science & Technology2
	 Few forces have reshaped human life as swiftly as science and technology. Behind the daily conveniences 
we take for granted — the phone in the pocket, the light at the switch, the vaccine in the arm — lies a single 
powerful idea: the scientific method. Rather than trusting authority or habit, science asks a question, forms 
a possible answer or hypothesis, tests it by experiment, and keeps only what the evidence supports. It is less 
a fixed body of facts than a disciplined way of learning from the world, always ready to revise itself when new 
evidence appears.
	 Technology is science put to use, and its pace today is astonishing. Computing power roughly doubles every 
couple of years, and with it comes a wave of tools that would once have seemed like magic. Artificial intelligence 
now writes, translates and even diagnoses illness; the internet links billions of people; and a smartphone places 
a library, a bank and a marketplace in a single hand. Behind all of it runs a quiet architecture of algorithms, 
data and networks that most users never see.
	 Yet every powerful tool cuts both ways. Automation raises output but threatens the jobs it replaces; 
social media spreads knowledge but also rumour and hatred; and the vast collection of personal data brings 
convenience at the cost of privacy and the risk of constant surveillance. A ‘digital divide’ separates those who 
can reach these tools from those who cannot, widening old inequalities. History suggests a steadying truth: no 
technology is good or bad in itself. The printing press spread both wisdom and propaganda; the same atom lights 
cities and builds bombs. What finally matters is not the tool, but the purpose it is turned to and the care with 
which a society chooses to govern it.
	 cgqr de 'kfDr;ksa us ekuo thou dks bruh rsth ls cnyk gS ftruk foKku vkSj çkS|ksfxdh usA ftu jkstejkZ dh lqfo/kvksa dks ge lgt eku 
ysrs gSa & tsc esa iQksu] fLop ij jks'kuh] ck¡g esa Vhdk & muds ihNs ,d 'kfDr'kkyh fopkj gS% oSKkfud fof/A lÙkk ;k vknr ij Hkjkslk djus ds 
ctk; foKku ,d ç'u iwNrk gS] ,d laHkkfor mÙkj ;k ifjdYiuk cukrk gS] ç;ksx ls mldh tk¡p djrk gS] vkSj dsoy ogh j•rk gS ftls çek.k 
leFkZu nsaA ;g rF;ksa dk fLFkj laxzg de] vkSj lalkj ls lh•us dk vuq'kkflr rjhdk vf/d gS] tks u, çek.k feyus ij Lo;a dks cnyus ds fy, 
lnk rS;kj jgrk gSA
	 çkS|ksfxdh foKku dk O;kogkfjd mi;ksx gS] vkSj vkt bldh xfr pkSadk nsus okyh gSA daI;wfVax 'kfDr yxHkx gj nks o"kZ esa nksxquh gks tkrh gS] 
vkSj mlds lkFk ,sls midj.k vkrs gSa tks dHkh tknw yxrsA Ñf=ke cqf¼eÙkk vc fy•rh] vuqokn djrh vkSj chekjh rd igpkurh gS_ baVjusV vjcksa 
yksxksa dks tksM+rk gS_ vkSj ,d LekVZiQksu iqLrdky;] cSad vkSj cktkj dks ,d gkFk esa j• nsrk gSA bu lcds ihNs ,YxksfjÁ] MsVk vkSj usVodZ dk ,d 
,slk <k¡pk pyrk gS ftls vf/dka'k mi;ksxdrkZ dHkh ugha ns•rsA
	 fiQj Hkh gj 'kfDr'kkyh midj.k ds nks igyw gksrs gSaA Lopkyu mRiknu c<+krk gS ij mu ukSdfj;ksa dks •़rjs esa Mkyrk gS ftUgsa og gVkrk gS_ 
lks'ky ehfM;k Kku iQSykrk gS ij viQokg vkSj ?k̀.kk Hkh_ vkSj futh MsVk dk fo'kky laxzg lqfo/k rks nsrk gS ij futrk dh dher ijA ,d ^fMftVy 
foHkktu* mUgsa vyx djrk gS tks bu midj.kksa rd igq¡p ldrs gSa vkSj tks ughaA bfrgkl ,d fLFkj lR; crkrk gS% dksbZ rduhd vius vki esa vPNh 
;k cqjh ugha gksrhA Nkis•kus us Kku vkSj nq"çpkj nksuksa iQSyk,_ ogh ijek.kq 'kgj jks'ku djrk gS vkSj ce Hkh cukrk gSA varr% egRo midj.k dk ugha] 
cfYd ml mís'; dk gS ftlds fy, mls eksM+k tkrk gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Obsolete No longer used because something newer exists vçpfyr] iqjkuk
Amplify To make larger, stronger or louder c<+kuk] rhoz djuk
Disrupt To change or interrupt something completely vLr&O;Lr djuk] ckf/r djuk
Pervasive Present everywhere; very widespread loZO;kih] O;kid
Sophisticated Advanced and complex in design ifj"Ñr] mUur
Feasible Possible to do or achieve O;ogk;Z] laHko
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Redundant No longer needed or useful vuko';d] iQkyrw
Robust Strong and unlikely to fail etcwr] lqn`<+
Unprecedented Never known or done before vHkwriwoZ
Versatile Able to be used in many ways cgqmi;ksxh] cgqeq•h
Intuitive Easy to use or understand without training lgt] vklku
Integrate To combine parts into one whole ,dhÑr djuk] tksM+uk
Enhance To improve the quality or value of c<+kuk] mUur djuk
Harness To control and put to good use mi;ksx esa ykuk] fu;af=kr djuk
Proliferate To increase or spread rapidly rsth ls iQSyuk
Empirical Based on observation and experiment, not theory vuqHkotU;] çk;ksfxd
Breakthrough An important sudden advance or discovery cM+h miyfC/] liQyrk
Optimise To make something as effective as possible vuqdwfyr djuk] lokZsÙke cukuk
Emerging Newly appearing and developing mHkjrk gqvk] u;k

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Algorithm A fixed set of steps a computer follows to solve a 
problem

,YxksfjÁ] dyu fof/

Artificial intelligence Machines built to imitate human thinking Ñf=ke cqf¼eÙkk

Data Facts and information stored for use vk¡dM+s] MsVk

Encryption Turning data into a secret code to keep it safe dwVys•u] ,fUØI'ku

Automation Getting machines to do work once done by people Lopkyu

Cybersecurity Protecting computers and data from attack lkbcj lqj{kk

Cloud computing Storing and using data over the internet DykmM daI;wfVax

Machine learning Computer systems that improve by learning from 
data

e'khu yfuZax

Software The programs that tell a computer what to do lkWÝVos;j

Hardware The physical parts of a computer or machine gkMZos;j

Network A group of connected computers or devices usVodZ

Scientific method Testing ideas by observation and experiment oSKkfud fof/

Hypothesis A proposed explanation that can be tested ifjdYiuk

Genome The complete set of genes in a living thing thukse] vkuqoaf'kd lajpuk

Digital divide The gap between those with and without technology fMftVy foHkktu

Robotics The science of designing and using robots jkscksfVDl

Bandwidth How much data a connection can carry at once cSaMfoM~Fk

Innovation The act of turning a new idea into real value uokpkj

Bug A mistake or fault in a computer program cx] =kqfV

Open source Software whose code is free for anyone to use vksiu lkslZ

Virtual reality A computer-made world that feels real vkHkklh okLrfodrk

Nanotechnology Building things at the scale of atoms uSuks çkS|ksfxdh

Biotechnology Using living cells to make useful products tSo çkS|ksfxdh

Database An organised collection of stored data MsVkcsl
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Server A central computer that supplies data to others loZj

Interface The point where a user interacts with a machine baVjiQsl

Automation bias Trusting a machine’s answer too readily Lopkyu iwokZxzg

Data privacy Keeping a person’s information safe and controlled MsVk xksiuh;rk

Obsolescence The state of becoming out of date vçpyu

Internet of things The linking of everyday devices to the internet baVjusV vkWiQ fFkaXl

Big data Extremely large sets of data analysed for patterns fcx MsVk] o`gr vk¡dM+s

Blockchain A secure, shared digital record of transactions CykWdpsu

Quantum computing Computing that uses the rules of quantum physics DokaVe daI;wfVax

Semiconductor A material that partly conducts electricity, used in 
chips

v/Zpkyd

Operating system The software that runs a computer çpkyu ra=k] vkWijsfVax flLVe

Augmented reality Digital images laid over the real world laof/Zr okLrfodrk

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 Every few months a new device promises to save us time, and in a narrow sense each one keeps its word. 
The washing machine did the laundry; the search engine found the fact; the messaging app delivered the note 
in an instant. Each of these promises, taken on its own, was perfectly true, and each machine did faithfully save 
the very minutes it swore it would. Yet somehow the hours these tools were meant to free up have not appeared. 
The reason is subtle. It has less to do with the machines themselves than with the quiet way they raise what is 
expected of us. A tool that makes a task easier does not simply remove the task; it also raises what is expected of 
us. When letters took days, a slow reply was forgiven; when messages arrive in seconds, an answer is demanded 
at once, and we find ourselves tied to the very device that was to set us free. The lesson is not that the tools are 
useless, but that convenience has a hidden price, and that time saved in one place has a way of quietly filling 
up in another.
Q1.	 In a ‘narrow sense’, each new device -
	 (a)	 fails at its task	 (b)	 does keep its promise
	 (c)	 wastes our money	 (d)	 breaks quickly
Q2.	 Why have the freed-up hours not appeared?
	 (a)	 the tools are too slow	 (b)	 people stopped working
	 (c)	 easier tasks raise what is expected of us 	 (d)	 the devices are costly
Q3.	 When messages arrive in seconds, a reply is -
	 (a)	 demanded at once	 (b)	 forgiven if slow	
	 (c)	 never expected	 (d)	 sent by letter
Q4.	 ‘Tied to the very device that was to set us free’ is an example of -
	 (a)	 a clear benefit	 (b)	 an irony
	 (c)	 a scientific law	 (d)	 a joke
Q5.	 The main idea is that convenience -
	 (a)	 is always harmful	 (b)	 saves no time at all
	 (c)	 should be refused	 (d)	 carries a hidden price

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   The passage grants that each tool does the specific job it promised.
Q2  (C)   A tool that eases a task also raises expectations, so the time is not truly freed.
Q3  (A)   Instant delivery makes an immediate answer expected.
Q4  (B)   The tool meant to free us ends up binding us — an ironic outcome.
Q5  (D)   The close states convenience has a hidden price; saved time fills up elsewhere.



9

Science & Technology

Comprehension capsule by Prashant Solanki Sir

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 There is a growing unease about how much machines now decide for us. An algorithm suggests what we 
watch, what news we see, and increasingly whether we are offered a loan or a job. Quietly, and without anyone 
ever deciding to hand them such power, these unseen systems have come to shape the course of ordinary lives, 
sorting people into the approved and the refused. Its defenders point out, fairly, that a well-built system can 
be faster and less biased than a tired human clerk. But there is a catch that is easy to miss. A human decision 
can be questioned; one can ask the officer why, and appeal. A decision buried inside a complex program often 
cannot be explained even by those who built it, and so it cannot truly be challenged. The danger, then, is not 
that machines will think like us, but that we will accept their verdicts without the questioning we would demand 
of any human in the same seat. A judgement that cannot be explained should not, whoever makes it, be the 
final word.
Q1.	 What growing unease does the passage describe?
	 (a)	 machines breaking down	 (b)	 the cost of computers
	 (c)	 how much machines decide for us	 (d)	 the speed of the internet
Q2.	 What fair point do the defenders make?
	 (a)	 machines never fail	 (b)	 a good system can be fast and less biased
	 (c)	 humans are useless	 (d)	 algorithms are cheap
Q3.	 The ‘catch’ is that a machine decision often -
	 (a)	 is always wrong	 (b)	 costs too much
	 (c)	 is too slow	 (d)	 cannot be explained or challenged
Q4.	 The real danger, the author says, is that we will -
	 (a)	 accept verdicts without questioning them	 (b)	 stop using machines
	 (c)	 think like computers	 (d)	 build faster clerks
Q5.	 The author concludes that an unexplainable judgement -
	 (a)	 should be the final word	 (b)	 should not be the final word
	 (c)	 is always fair	 (d)	 is always faster

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (C)   It opens with unease about how much machines now decide on our behalf.
Q2  (B)   Defenders note a well-built system can be faster and less biased than a tired clerk.
Q3  (D)   A decision inside a complex program may be unexplainable, so it cannot be challenged.
Q4  (A)   The danger is accepting machine verdicts without the questioning we would demand of a human.
Q5  (B)   The last line: such a judgement should not be the final word, whoever makes it.
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Economy & Banking3
	 An economy is, at heart, a giant system for answering one question: who gets what, and how. Households 
offer their labour and want goods and services in return; firms produce those goods in the hope of profit; and 
prices, rising and falling with supply and demand, act as signals that guide resources to where they are most 
wanted. When money is plentiful and people feel confident, they spend, firms grow, and jobs multiply. When 
confidence falls, spending shrinks, output drops, and unemployment climbs. This restless rise and fall is the 
natural rhythm of any market economy.
	 Left entirely to itself, that rhythm can turn violent, so governments and central banks try to steady it. A 
central bank raises or lowers interest rates — the price of borrowing money — to cool an overheating economy 
or to warm a cold one. This is monetary policy. The government, meanwhile, adjusts its taxes and its spending, 
its fiscal policy, to support demand when private spending is weak. Banks sit at the very centre of the machine, 
gathering the savings of many and lending them to those who wish to build, buy or invest, turning idle money 
into activity.
	 No modern economy stands alone. Through trade and finance, globalisation has tied nations so closely that 
a shock in one large market is felt within hours in others. Within each country, the fruits of growth are rarely 
shared evenly; inequality tends to widen, and a vast ‘informal’ workforce labours without contracts, savings or 
protection. The system is powerful but fragile: too much borrowing can inflate bubbles that suddenly burst, 
and a loss of trust can freeze lending overnight, as financial crises have repeatedly shown. Modern economics 
therefore walks a tightrope between goals that pull against one another — growth that lifts living standards, 
stability that keeps the machine from breaking down, and a basic fairness without which prosperity means very 
little.
	 vFkZO;oLFkk ewyr% ,d fo'kky O;oLFkk gS tks ,d ç'u dk mÙkj nsrh gS% fdls D;k feys] vkSj dSlsA ifjokj viuk Je nsrs gSa vkSj cnys esa 
oLrq,¡ o lsok,¡ pkgrs gSa_ daifu;k¡ ykHk dh vk'kk esa os oLrq,¡ cukrh gSa_ vkSj dhersa] tks ek¡x vkSj vkiwfrZ ds lkFk ?kVrh&c<+rh gSa] ladsr dk dke 
djrh gSa tks lalk/uksa dks ogk¡ ys tkrh gSa tgk¡ mudh lcls vf/d t:jr gSA tc /u çpqj gks vkSj yksx vk'oLr gksa] rks os •pZ djrs gSa] daifu;k¡ 
c<+rh gSa vkSj jkstxkj c<+rs gSaA tc fo'okl ?kVrk gS] rks •pZ fldqM+rk gS] mRiknu fxjrk gS vkSj csjkstxkjh c<+rh gSA ;g mrkj&p<+ko gj cktkj 
vFkZO;oLFkk dh LokHkkfod y; gSA
	 iwjh rjg vius Hkjksls NksM+ nh tk, rks ;g y; fgald gks ldrh gS] blfy, ljdkjsa vkSj dsaæh; cSad bls larqfyr j•us dk ç;kl djrs gSaA 
dsaæh; cSad C;kt nj & vFkkZr~ /u m/kj ysus dh dher & dks ?kVkrk ;k c<+krk gS rkfd xje gksrh vFkZO;oLFkk dks BaMk ;k BaMh dks xje fd;k 
tk lds_ ;g ekSfæd uhfr gSA nwljh vksj ljdkj vius dj vkSj •pZ] vFkkZr~ jktdks"kh; uhfr] dks lek;ksftr djrh gS rkfd futh •pZ detksj gksus 
ij ek¡x dks lgkjk feysA cSad bl e'khu ds Bhd dsaæ esa gSa] tks vusd yksxksa dh cpr tqVkdj mUgsa m/kj nsrs gSa tks fuekZ.k] •jhn ;k fuos'k djuk 
pkgrs gSaA
	 dksbZ vk/qfud vFkZO;oLFkk vdsyh ugha gSA O;kikj vkSj foÙk ds ekè;e ls oS'ohdj.k us jk"Vªksa dks bruk tksM+ fn;k gS fd ,d cM+s cktkj 
dk >Vdk ?kaVksa esa nwljksa esa eglwl gksrk gSA gj ns'k esa fodkl ds iQy 'kk;n gh leku :i ls c¡Vrs gSa_ vlekurk c<+rh gS] vkSj ,d fo'kky 
^vukSipkfjd* dk;Zcy fcuk vuqca/] cpr ;k lqj{kk ds dke djrk gSA ;g O;oLFkk 'kfDr'kkyh ij uktqd gS% vR;f/d m/kj ,sls cqycqys cuk ldrk 
gS tks vpkud iQwV tkrs gSa] vkSj fo'okl •ksus ij m/kj jkrksajkr #d ldrk gSA blfy, vk/qfud vFkZ'kkL=k ijLij fojks/h y{;ksa ds chp jLlh ij 
pyrk gS — fodkl] fLFkjrk] vkSj og cqfu;knh U;k; ftlds fcuk le`f¼ dk vFkZ cgqr de gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Surplus An amount left over after needs are met vf/'ks"k] cpr
Deficit A shortfall; when spending is more than income ?kkVk] deh
Volatile Changing quickly and unpredictably vfLFkj] vfuf'pr
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Lucrative Earning a lot of money; very profitable ykHknk;d] equkiQs okyk
Incentive Something that encourages a person to act çksRlkgu
Prudent Careful and sensible, especially with money foosdiw.kZ] lrdZ
Stagnant Not growing or moving; still Bgjk gqvk] xfrghu
Curb To control or limit something jksduk] fu;af=kr djuk
Subsidy Money the government gives to lower a cost lfClMh] vuqnku
Fluctuate To rise and fall irregularly ?kVuk&c<+uk] mrkj&p<+ko
Accumulate To gather or build up over time lafpr djuk] bdêòk djuk
Viable Able to work or succeed O;ogk;Z] fVdkÅ
Austerity Strict cuts in public spending ferO;f;rk] dBksj dVkSrh
Affluent Having plenty of money; wealthy laiUu] /uh
Plummet To fall very quickly and steeply rsth ls fxjuk
Soar To rise very quickly and high rsth ls c<+uk
Stimulate To encourage growth or activity çksRlkfgr djuk] c<+kok nsuk
Scarcity A shortage; not enough of something vHkko] deh
Frugal Careful and thrifty with money fdiQk;rh] ferO;;h
Windfall An unexpected gain of money vçR;kf'kr ykHk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Inflation A steady, general rise in the prices of things eqækLiQhfr
Gdp The total value of all goods and services a country makes ldy ?kjsyw mRikn (thMhih)
Interest rate The extra amount paid for borrowing money C;kt nj
Recession A period when the economy shrinks for months eanh
Fiscal policy The government’s plan for taxes and spending jktdks"kh; uhfr
Monetary policy A central bank’s control over money and interest ekSfæd uhfr
Liquidity How easily an asset can be turned into cash rjyrk
Collateral Property pledged as security for a loan laikf'oZd] fxjoh
Microfinance Very small loans given to poor borrowers lw{e foÙk
Capital Money or assets used to produce more wealth iw¡th
Demand and supply The two forces that together set a price ek¡x vkSj vkiwfrZ
Credit Money borrowed now to be repaid later ½.k] m/kj
Depreciation A fall in the value of an asset or currency ewY;ßkl
Globalisation The growing links between the world’s economies oS'ohdj.k
Informal sector Work that is unregistered and unprotected vukSipkfjd {ks=k
Fiscal deficit The gap between government spending and its income jktdks"kh; ?kkVk
Per capita income The average income earned per person çfr O;fDr vk;
Privatisation Transferring a business from state to private hands futhdj.k
Stagflation High inflation and weak growth at the same time eqækLiQhfrtfur eanh
Budget A government’s plan of income and spending ctV
Exchange rate The value of one currency against another fofue; nj
Stock market A market where company shares are traded 'ks;j cktkj
Bond A loan to a government or firm that pays interest ckWUM
Tariff A tax charged on imported goods vk;kr 'kqYd
Monopoly Control of a whole market by a single seller ,dkf/dkj
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Unemployment rate The share of willing workers without jobs csjkstxkjh nj
Purchasing power How much a unit of money can actually buy Ø; 'kfDr
Balance of trade A country’s exports minus its imports O;kikj larqyu
Black money Income hidden from the tax authorities dkyk /u
Repo rate The rate at which the central bank lends to commercial 

banks
jsiks nj

Reverse repo rate The rate at which the central bank borrows from banks fjolZ jsiks nj
Cash reserve ratio The share of deposits banks must keep with the central 

bank
udn vkjf{kr vuqikr (CRR)

Statutory liquidity ratio The share of deposits banks must hold in safe liquid as-
sets

lkafof/d rjyrk vuqikr 
(SLR)

Non-performing asset A loan on which repayment has stopped; a bad loan xSj&fu"ikfnr ifjlaifÙk (NPA)
Deflation A general fall in prices, the opposite of inflation viLiQhfr
Goods and services tax A single indirect tax on the supply of goods and services oLrq ,oa lsok dj (GST)
Foreign direct investment Investment made by a foreign firm or person in a country çR;{k fons'kh fuos'k (FDI)
Central bank The bank that controls a country’s money and its banks dsaæh; cSad
Bull market A market in which prices are rising rsth dk cktkj
Bear market A market in which prices are falling eanh dk cktkj
Balance of payments The record of a country’s dealings with the rest of the 

world
Hkqxrku larqyu

Devaluation A deliberate lowering of a currency’s value voewY;u
Disinvestment The sale by the government of its stake in a firm fofuos'k
Direct tax A tax paid directly on income or wealth çR;{k dj
Indirect tax A tax on goods and services, paid through the price vçR;{k dj

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 Inflation is often described as a thief, and the image is a fair one, for it steals quietly and from the least 
protected. When prices rise steadily, each rupee buys a little less than it did, and money kept in a drawer slowly 
loses its worth without a single note being taken. The theft leaves no fingerprints and names no culprit, which is 
exactly why it is borne so quietly; a family may grow slowly poorer for years without ever being able to say who 
has robbed them. The rich are shielded, for their wealth sits in land, shares and gold, which tend to rise with 
prices. It is the poor and the salaried, whose earnings are fixed and whose savings are small, who feel the loss 
most sharply. A little inflation is thought to be healthy, a sign of a growing economy; but when it runs too fast, 
it eats away at trust itself, and people rush to spend before their money shrinks further. The task of the central 
bank is to keep this thief on a short leash — present, but never allowed to run wild.
Q1.	 Why is inflation compared to a thief?
	 (a)	 it is illegal	 (b)	 it steals value quietly from savings
	 (c)	 it is easy to catch	 (d)	 it helps the poor
Q2.	 Who is shielded from inflation?
	 (a)	 the salaried	 (b)	 the poor 
	 (c)	 the rich, whose wealth is in land and gold	 (d)	 children
Q3.	 Who feels the loss most sharply?
	 (a)	 landowners	 (b)	 the poor and the salaried
	 (c)	 shareholders	 (d)	 bankers
Q4.	 A little inflation is seen as -
	 (a)	 a healthy sign of growth	 (b)	 always dangerous
	 (c)	 proof of theft	 (d)	 a fall in prices
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Q5.	 The central bank’s task is to -
	 (a)	 remove money	 (b)	 keep inflation controlled, not wild
	 (c)	 raise prices fast	 (d)	 protect only the rich

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   Rising prices quietly reduce what money can buy, like a thief taking value unseen.
Q2  (C)   The wealthy hold assets like land and gold that rise with prices, protecting them.
Q3  (B)   Those with fixed earnings and small savings suffer most.
Q4  (A)   The passage says mild inflation is thought healthy, a sign of a growing economy.
Q5  (B)   It must keep the ‘thief’ on a short leash — present but never running wild.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 When a factory closes, the loss reported in the news is the loss of jobs, and that is real enough. But the 
deeper damage spreads outward in circles that no headline records. The workers who lose their wages stop 
spending, and so the tea stall, the tailor and the grocer nearby lose their custom too. The wage that is no longer 
earned is also, at once, the wage that is no longer spent, and so the loss ripples outward from the factory gate 
into every shop and street that leaned upon it. Children may be taken out of school; a family’s savings, built 
over years, drain away in months. Worst of all is what economists dryly call the loss of skill: a machinist who 
sits idle for two years does not simply wait, he slowly forgets, and the country loses not only his present work 
but his future value. This is why unemployment is treated as more than a private misfortune. It is a wound to 
the whole community, and a cost that is paid long after the factory gates have rusted shut.
Q1.	 The ‘deeper damage’ of a factory closing is that -
	 (a)	 the loss spreads to nearby businesses too	 (b)	 only owners suffer
	 (c)	 prices rise	 (d)	 the news ignores it
Q2.	 What may happen to a family’s savings?
	 (a)	 they grow	 (b)	 they drain away in months
	 (c)	 they are taxed	 (d)	 they are hidden
Q3.	 The ‘loss of skill’ means an idle worker -
	 (a)	 slowly forgets his craft	 (b)	 earns more 	
	 (c)	 changes jobs easily	 (d)	 trains others
Q4.	 Unemployment is treated as more than a private misfortune because it -
	 (a)	 is illegal	 (b)	 raises wages 
	 (c)	 wounds the whole community	 (d)	 helps grocers
Q5.	 The tone of the passage is best described as -
	 (a)	 cheerful	 (b)	 indifferent 
	 (c)	 mocking	 (d)	 serious and concerned

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (A)   Lost wages mean less spending, hurting the tea stall, tailor and grocer nearby.
Q2  (B)   The passage says savings built over years can drain away in months.
Q3  (A)   A machinist idle for years forgets, losing his future value.
Q4  (C)   Its costs ripple through the community, not just the individual.
Q5  (D)   The passage soberly weighs the wide, lasting harm of unemployment.
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Polity & Governance4
	 A constitution is the rulebook of a nation — the document that decides who holds power, how they come to 
hold it, and what limits they must respect. In a democracy, that power is said to flow from the people themselves, 
who choose their representatives through elections held at regular intervals. The genius of the design is that 
no single person or group is allowed to hold all the power at once. Instead it is divided: a legislature makes the 
laws, an executive carries them out, and an independent judiciary interprets them and decides when they have 
been broken.
At the heart of a free society sit the fundamental rights of its citizens — the right to speak and write freely, to 
follow any faith or none, to gather, and to be treated equally before the law. These rights matter most precisely 
when they are inconvenient to those in power, and so the courts exist to defend them, if need be against the 
government itself. A related idea, the rule of law, insists that everyone, however high, stands beneath the law 
rather than above it. Power, in a healthy state, is not a personal possession but a public trust.
Yet a fine constitution on paper guarantees nothing. It comes alive only through institutions that actually 
function and citizens who actually take part. A free press, an active civil society and honest officials are the 
machinery that keeps the promise. Where they weaken, the promise hollows out: corruption drains public 
money, weak enforcement lets the powerful escape, and public apathy leaves the field to the few. Populism 
poses a subtler danger, flattering the majority while trampling the minority whom the constitution was written 
to protect. Good governance, in the end, is not a monument built once and admired forever. It is a daily practice 
— decisions taken in the open, leaders answerable for what they do, and a public that refuses to let power forget 
who it belongs to.
	 lafo/ku fdlh jk"Vª dh fu;e&iqfLrdk gS — og nLrkost tks r; djrk gS fd lÙkk fdlds ikl gks] og dSls feys] vkSj ml ij D;k lhek,¡ 
gksaA yksdra=k esa ;g lÙkk Lo;a turk ls fudyrh ekuh tkrh gS] tks fu;fer varjky ij gksus okys pqukoksa ds tfj, vius çfrfuf/ pqurh gSA bl 
O;oLFkk dh fo'ks"krk ;g gS fd fdlh ,d O;fDr ;k lewg dks ,d lkFk lkjh 'kfDr ugha nh tkrhA bls ck¡V fn;k tkrk gS% fo/kf;dk dkuwu cukrh 
gS] dk;Zikfydk mUgsa ykxw djrh gS] vkSj ,d Lora=k U;k;ikfydk mudh O;k[;k djrh gS vkSj r; djrh gS fd mudk mYya?ku dc gqvkA
	 Lora=k lekt ds dsaæ esa ukxfjdksa ds ekSfyd vf/dkj gksrs gSa & Lora=k :i ls cksyus vkSj fy•us dk] fdlh Hkh /eZ dks ekuus ;k u ekuus 
dk] ,d=k gksus dk] vkSj dkuwu ds le{k leku O;ogkj ikus dk vf/dkjA ;s vf/dkj rHkh lcls vf/d egRo j•rs gSa tc os lÙkk/kfj;ksa ds fy, 
vlqfo/ktud gksa] blfy, U;k;ky; budh j{kk ds fy, gSa] pkgs t:jr iM+us ij ljdkj ds fo#¼ gh D;ksa u gksA blls tqM+k fopkj] fof/ dk 'kklu] 
;g dgrk gS fd gj dksbZ] pkgs fdruk gh Å¡pk gks] dkuwu ds Åij ugha cfYd mlds uhps gSA
	 fiQj Hkh dkxt ij fy•k mÙke lafo/ku vius vki dqN lqfuf'pr ugha djrkA og rHkh thfor gksrk gS tc laLFkk,¡ lpeqp dke djsa vkSj 
ukxfjd lpeqp Hkkx ysaA Lora=k çsl] lfØ; ukxfjd lekt vkSj bZekunkj vf/dkjh og ra=k gSa tks bl opu dks fuHkkrs gSaA tgk¡ ;s detksj gksrs gSa] 
ogk¡ opu •ks•yk gks tkrk gS% Hkz"Vkpkj turk dk /u lks• ysrk gS] detksj çorZu 'kfDr'kkfy;ksa dks cpus nsrk gS] vkSj tu&mnklhurk eSnku FkksM+s&ls 
yksxksa ds fy, NksM+ nsrh gSA tuokn (ikWiqfyt~e) ,d lw{e •rjk gS] tks cgqer dks •q'k djrk gS ij ml vYila[;d dks dqpyrk gS ftldh j{kk 
ds fy, lafo/ku fy•k x;k FkkA vPNk 'kklu dksbZ ,d ckj cuk Lekjd ugha] cfYd ,d nSfud vH;kl gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Sovereign Having supreme power and full independence laçHkq] lokZsPp
Accountable Required to explain and answer for one’s actions tokcnsg] mÙkjnk;h
Legitimate Allowed by law; rightful and valid oS/] U;k;laxr
Impartial Not favouring any side; fair fu"i{k
Arbitrary Based on personal whim rather than reason or rule euekuk] LosPNkpkjh
Uphold To support and keep in force cuk, j•uk] leFkZu djuk
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Enact To make something into a law vf/fu;fer djuk] dkuwu cukuk

Transparent Open and easy to see through; not hidden ikjn'khZ

Coerce To force someone by threat or pressure ckè; djuk] ncko Mkyuk

Mandate The authority given by voters to act tukns'k] vf/dkj

Dissent Open disagreement with an official view vlgefr] fojks/

Tyranny Cruel and unjust use of absolute power vR;kpkj] fujadq'krk

Advocate To speak or argue in favour of something i{k ysuk] odkyr djuk

Partisan Strongly supporting one party or side i{kikrh] nyxr

Repeal To officially cancel a law fujLr djuk] jí djuk

Ratify To give formal approval to vuqeksnu djuk] iqf"V djuk

Nepotism Unfair favour shown to one’s relatives HkkbZ&Hkrhtkokn

Consensus General agreement among a group loZlEefr] vke lgefr

Autonomous Self-governing; independent Lok;Ùk] Lo'kklh

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Constitution The supreme law that governs a country lafo/ku

Legislature The body that makes the laws fo/kf;dk

Executive The branch that carries out and enforces laws dk;Zikfydk

Judiciary The system of courts that interprets law U;k;ikfydk

Fundamental rights The basic freedoms guaranteed to all citizens ekSfyd vf/dkj

Federalism A system sharing power between centre and states la?kokn

Separation of powers Dividing government into independent branches 'kfDr;ksa dk i`FkDdj.k

Democracy A system of rule by the people through voting yksdra=k

Amendment A formal change made to a law or constitution la'kks/u

Rule of law The principle that all are equally bound by law fof/ dk 'kklu

Suffrage The right to vote in elections erkf/dkj

Bureaucracy The body of appointed government officials ukSdj'kkgh

Secularism The state treating all religions equally /eZfujis{krk

Electorate All the people entitled to vote ernkrk lewg

Judicial review Courts checking whether laws are valid U;kf;d leh{kk

Majoritarianism Rule by the majority without protecting minorities cgqla[;dokn

Welfare state A state that provides for its citizens’ basic needs dY;k.kdkjh jkT;

Coalition An alliance of parties formed to govern together xBca/u

Referendum A direct public vote on a single question tuer laxzg

Ombudsman An official appointed to check misuse of power yksdiky

Veto The power to reject a proposed decision fu"ks/kf/dkj

Impeachment A formal charge to remove a high official egkfHk;ksx

Civil liberties The basic personal freedoms of a citizen ukxfjd Lora=krk,¡

Manifesto A party’s public statement of its aims ?kks"k.kki=k
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Constituency The area represented by one elected member fuokZpu {ks=k
Proportional representa-
tion

Seats shared in line with votes won vkuqikfrd çfrfuf/Ro

Quorum The least members needed for a valid meeting x.kiwfrZ
Plebiscite A direct vote of the whole people tuer
Autonomy The right of a region to govern itself Lok;Ùkrk
Public opinion The shared views of the people tuer] yksder
Preamble The opening statement of a constitution’s aims çLrkouk
Directive principles Guidelines to the state for making its policy uhfr funs'kd rRo
Fundamental duties The basic duties expected of every citizen ekSfyd drZO;
Ordinance A law issued by the executive when the legislature is 

not sitting
vè;kns'k

Bicameral Having two houses of legislature f}lnuh;
Cabinet The group of senior ministers who run the government eaf=keaMy
Writ A formal court order that protects a right fjV] U;k;kns'k

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 The right to free speech is easy to praise and hard to keep, for it is tested not by the words we like but by 
the words we cannot stand. Anyone will defend a pleasant opinion; the real question is whether a society can 
tolerate the speech that offends it, short of the point where words become a genuine call to violence. It costs us 
nothing to grant freedom to the ideas we happen to share; the only test that means anything is whether we will 
grant it as readily to the ideas we find foolish or wrong. History gives a clear warning. Wherever a government 
has been allowed to silence its critics — always, at first, for the noblest reasons, to keep order or protect feelings 
— the power has never stopped at the target for which it was granted. The same law written to silence a hateful 
voice is soon turned upon an inconvenient one. This is why the wisest constitutions guard speech so jealously, 
and why they place the burden not on the speaker to justify his words, but on the state to justify any attempt 
to silence them.
Q1.	 Free speech is truly tested by -
	 (a)	 the words we like	 (b)	 the words we cannot stand
	 (c)	 pleasant opinions	 (d)	 official speeches
Q2.	 Governments usually begin silencing critics -
	 (a)	 openly and cruelly	 (b)	 for the noblest reasons
	 (c)	 to raise money	 (d)	 by accident
Q3.	 What warning does history give?
	 (a)	 the power never stops at its first target	 (b)	 critics are always wrong
	 (c)	 speech is harmless	 (d)	 order is impossible
Q4.	 Where is the only limit on speech placed?
	 (a)	 at offensive words	 (b)	 at unpleasant opinions
	 (c)	 at criticism of leaders	 (d)	 at a genuine call to violence
Q5.	 Wise constitutions place the burden on -
	 (a)	 the speaker to justify his words	 (b)	 the state to justify silencing them
	 (c)	 the courts to stay silent	 (d)	 the people to agree

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   The passage says the test is tolerating offensive speech, not agreeable speech.
Q2  (B)   Such power is first taken ‘for the noblest reasons’, like keeping order.
Q3  (A)   A law made to silence one voice is soon turned on inconvenient ones.
Q4  (D)   The passage allows limits only where words become a real call to violence.
Q5  (B)   The state, not the speaker, must justify any attempt to silence speech.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 Corruption is often imagined as a few greedy officials taking bribes, but its true cost is far larger and falls, 
as usual, on those least able to bear it. When a road is built with stolen funds, it is laid thin and cracks within 
a season; when a post is sold rather than earned, the buyer must recover his price, and does so at the public’s 
expense. Each small theft may seem victimless, yet together they drain the schools, hospitals and clean water 
that a budget was meant to provide. What is stolen is never merely money on a page; it is the classroom that was 
never built, the medicine that never arrived, the clean water that never reached the village. The deepest damage, 
however, is not to any single project but to trust. Where people believe that honesty is punished and cunning 
rewarded, the honest grow weary and the system rots from within. The cure is rarely a single grand law. It is the 
slow, unglamorous work of open accounts, free scrutiny, and the steady certainty that the powerful, too, will be 
caught.
Q1.	 The ‘true cost’ of corruption falls mainly on -
	 (a)	 those least able to bear it	 (b)	 greedy officials	
	 (c)	 the wealthy	 (d)	 foreign countries
Q2.	 A road built with stolen funds -
	 (a)	 cracks within a season	 (b)	 lasts longer 	
	 (c)	 is never built	 (d)	 is free
Q3.	 When a post is ‘sold rather than earned’, the buyer -
	 (a)	 works for free	 (b)	 recovers his price at the public’s expense
	 (c)	 refuses the job	 (d)	 trains others
Q4.	 The deepest damage of corruption is to -
	 (a)	 trust	 (b)	 roads	
	 (c)	 foreign trade	 (d)	 the weather
Q5.	 The cure, the author says, is -
	 (a)	 one grand law	 (b)	 open accounts and steady scrutiny
	 (c)	 harsher speeches	 (d)	 ignoring the problem

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (A)   The passage stresses the cost falls on the poor and vulnerable.
Q2  (A)   Stolen funds mean a thin road that cracks quickly.
Q3  (B)   The buyer recoups his payment by exploiting the public.
Q4  (A)   Beyond any project, corruption destroys public trust.
Q5  (B)   It is the slow work of transparency, scrutiny and certain accountability.
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Society & Social Issues5
	 Every society is bound together by an invisible web of shared rules, roles and relationships. These give life 
its order and meaning — but no society is free of strain. Wealth divides the rich from the poor; discrimination 
sorts people unfairly by gender, caste, religion or race; and the rush of people into fast-growing cities crowds 
millions into places that cannot yet house or serve them. Underneath these divisions lie two great resources, 
education and health, which are shared so unevenly that they largely decide who will rise in life and who will 
be left behind.
Societies do change, but the change tends to come slowly and often painfully — through reform passed into law, 
through protest that forces attention, or through the quiet shifting of attitudes across generations. As a society 
modernises, its old certainties loosen. Families grow smaller and scatter across cities and countries; women enter 
workplaces and roles once closed to them; and customs long taken for granted are suddenly open to question. 
Some mourn what is being lost, while others celebrate new freedoms — and both feelings are usually present 
at once.
The hardest truth about social change is that law can only do part of the work. A law can forbid an injustice, 
but it cannot by itself remove the prejudice in a mind or the habit in a community. That deeper change is 
cultural, and it is slow: it means replacing suspicion with empathy, and exclusion with a genuine sense that 
every member belongs. Technology now adds its own twist, connecting people across the world while sometimes 
isolating them from the neighbour next door. In the end, a society is best judged not by the wealth of its richest 
or the height of its towers, but by the dignity and security it is willing to guarantee to its weakest members.
	 gj lekt lk>k fu;eksa] Hkwfedkvksa vkSj laca/ksa ds ,d vn`'; tky ls c¡/k gksrk gSA ;s thou dks O;oLFkk vkSj vFkZ nsrs gSa & ij dksbZ lekt 
ruko ls eqDr ughaA /u vehj dks xjhc ls vyx djrk gS_ HksnHkko yksxksa dks fyax] tkfr] /eZ ;k uLy ds vk/kj ij vU;k;iwoZd ck¡Vrk gS_ vkSj 
rsth ls c<+rs 'kgjksa dh vksj yksxksa dh HkhM+ yk•ksa dks ,slh txgksa esa Bw¡l nsrh gS tks vHkh mUgsa vkokl ;k lsok,¡ ugha ns ldrhaA bu foHkktuksa ds uhps 
nks cM+s lalk/u gSa & f'k{kk vkSj LokLF; & tks brus vleku :i ls c¡Vs gSa fd dkiQh gn rd r; dj nsrs gSa fd thou esa dkSu Åij mBsxk vkSj 
dkSu ihNs NwV tk,xkA
	 lekt cnyrs rks gSa] ij ;g cnyko çk;% /hjs vkSj d"V ds lkFk vkrk gS & dkuwu cus lq/kj ls] è;ku •haprs vkanksyu ls] ;k ihf<+;ksa esa 
n`f"Vdks.k ds 'kkar ifjorZu lsA tSls&tSls lekt vk/qfud gksrk gS] mldh iqjkuh fuf'prrk,¡ <hyh iM+rh gSaA ifjokj NksVs gksdj 'kgjksa vkSj ns'kksa esa 
fc•j tkrs gSa_ fL=k;k¡ mu dk;ks± vkSj Hkwfedkvksa esa ços'k djrh gSa tks dHkh muds fy, can Fkha_ vkSj yacs le; ls ekuh xbZ çFkk,¡ vpkud ç'u ds 
?ksjs esa vk tkrh gSaA dqN ml {kfr dk 'kksd eukrs gSa] rks dqN ubZ Lora=krkvksa dk mRlo & vkSj vDlj nksuksa Hkko ,d lkFk ekStwn jgrs gSaA
	 lkekftd ifjorZu dk lcls dfBu lR; ;g gS fd dkuwu dsoy vk/k dke dj ldrk gSA d़kuwu fdlh vU;k; dks jksd ldrk gS] ij og 
vdsys fdlh eu ds iwokZxzg ;k fdlh leqnk; dh vknr dks ugha feVk ldrkA og xgjk ifjorZu lkaLÑfrd gksrk gS vkSj /hek Hkh% bldk vFkZ gS 
lansg ds LFkku ij lgkuqHkwfr] vkSj cfg"dkj ds LFkku ij ;g lPpk Hkko fd gj lnL; bldk vax gSA çkS|ksfxdh vc viuk eksM+ tksM+rh gS] tks nqfu;k 
Hkj ds yksxksa dks tksM+rh gS ij dHkh&dHkh iM+kslh ls gh nwj dj nsrh gSA varr% fdlh lekt dks mlds lcls /uh yksxksa dh laifÙk ;k Å¡ph bekjrksa 
ls ugha] cfYd ml lEeku vkSj lqj{kk ls vk¡dk tkrk gS tks og vius lcls detksj lnL;ksa dks nsus dks rS;kj gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Prevalent Common; widespread at a particular time çpfyr] O;kid

Marginalised Pushed to the edges of society and ignored gkf'k, ij /dsyk x;k] misf{kr

Inclusive Open and welcoming to every kind of person lekos'kh

Stigma Strong social disapproval attached to something dyad] cnukeh

Disparity A great and unfair difference between things vlekurk] fo"kerk
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Empower To give someone power and control over their life l'kDr djuk

Plight A difficult and unfortunate situation nqnZ'kk] foifÙk

Prejudice An unfair opinion formed before knowing the facts iwokZxzg

Alienation A feeling of not belonging or being cut off vyxko] csxkukiu

Uplift To raise to a better condition mRFkku djuk] Åij mBkuk

Vulnerable Easily harmed or hurt; needing protection vlqjf{kr] laosnu'khy

Grievance A real or imagined cause for complaint f'kdk;r] fxyk

Equitable Fair and just to everyone U;k;laxr] leku

Oppress To keep down by unjust and harsh treatment neu djuk] mRihM+u djuk

Destitute Without money, food or a home; very poor fujkfJr] cslgkjk

Emancipate To set free from restraint or bondage eqDr djuk

Conform To behave the way most others do vuq:i gksuk] <y tkuk

Upheaval A great and sudden change or disturbance mFky&iqFky

Cohesion The state of sticking or holding together ,dtqVrk] lalfDr

Deprived Lacking the basic things needed for life oafpr

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Urbanisation The movement of people into growing cities 'kgjhdj.k

Inequality The unequal sharing of wealth or opportunity vlekurk

Discrimination Treating a group unfairly because of who they are HksnHkko

Demography The statistical study of human populations tulkaf[;dh

Migration People moving from one place to settle in another çokl

Social mobility The ability to move up or down social classes lkekftd xfr'khyrk

Gender equality Equal rights and status for all genders ySafxd lekurk

Welfare Help given by the state to those in need dY;k.k] tu&lgk;rk

Literacy The ability to read and write lk{kjrk

Stereotype A fixed, oversimplified idea about a group :f<+c¼ /kj.kk

Caste A hereditary class into which one is born tkfr

Poverty line The income level below which one is counted poor xjhch js•k

Patriarchy A social system dominated by men fir`lÙkk

Social stratification The ranking of society into layers lkekftd Lrjhdj.k

Secularism Keeping religion separate from the state /eZfujis{krk

Empowerment Giving people control over their own lives l'kDrhdj.k

Nuclear family A household of just parents and their children ,dy ifjokj

Affirmative action Policy that favours disadvantaged groups ldkjkRed dkjZokbZ] vkj{k.k uhfr

Social capital The value of a person’s networks and mutual trust lkekftd iw¡th

Gentrification Poorer residents pushed out as an area grows richer dqyhuhdj.k

Communalism Hostility organised along religious lines lkaçnkf;drk

Dowry Property demanded from a bride’s family at marriage ngst

Child labour Employing children below the legal age cky Je

Gender gap The difference in status between men and women ySafxd varj

Social exclusion Shutting a group out of ordinary life lkekftd cfg"dkj
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Civil society Citizen groups that act outside the state ukxfjd lekt

Digital divide The gap between those with and without technology fMftVy foHkktu

Assimilation The absorption of a group into a wider culture vkRelkrhdj.k

Urban sprawl The uncontrolled spread of a city outward 'kgjh çlkj

Social justice Fair shares of rights and resources for all lkekftd U;k;

Sex ratio The number of females per thousand males fyaxkuqikr

Census The official counting of a country’s population tux.kuk

Human rights The basic rights that belong to every person ekuokf/dkj

Non-governmental organi-
sation

A private body working for a social cause xSj&ljdkjh laxBu (NGO)

Feminism The movement for equal rights for women ukjhokn

Standard of living The level of comfort and wealth a person enjoys thou Lrj

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 When people speak of educating girls, they often speak only of fairness, as though it were a debt owed 
to one half of the population. It is that, but it is also far more, for the education of a girl reaches outward in a 
way that few other investments do. A girl who stays in school marries later and by choice; she has fewer and 
healthier children; and because a mother is usually a child’s first teacher, her learning passes silently to the 
next generation. She earns, and what she earns tends to return to her family rather than to be spent on herself. 
The benefit, in other words, never stops with her alone; it flows onward to her children, her family and her 
neighbours, multiplying quietly with every extra year she stays at her desk. Studies across many poor countries 
point, again and again, to the same quiet finding: that few things lift a village faster than its daughters’ schooling. 
To keep a girl from the classroom, then, is not to fail one child. It is to dim a light that would have reached an 
entire household, and the household after that.
Q1.	 Educating girls is described as more than fairness because it -
	 (a)	 costs nothing	 (b)	 reaches outward to whole families
	 (c)	 is required by law	 (d)	 pleases teachers
Q2.	 A girl who stays in school tends to -
	 (a)	 marry earlier	 (b)	 marry later and by choice
	 (c)	 leave her family	 (d)	 earn nothing
Q3.	 Why does a mother’s learning reach the next generation?
	 (a)	 she teaches in schools	 (b)	 a mother is a child’s first teacher
	 (c)	 she writes books	 (d)	 the state requires it
Q4.	 What tends to happen to what a woman earns?
	 (a)	 it is wasted	 (b)	 it returns to her family
	 (c)	 it is taxed away	 (d)	 it is hidden
Q5.	 To keep a girl from school is, the author says, to -
	 (a)	 save money	 (b)	 dim a light that would reach a whole household
	 (c)	 help her family	 (d)	 protect her

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   The passage argues a girl’s education benefits her family and the next generation.
Q2  (B)   The text says she marries later and by choice, with fewer, healthier children.
Q3  (B)   Because a mother is usually the child’s first teacher, her learning passes on.
Q4  (B)   Her earnings tend to return to the family rather than be spent on herself.
Q5  (B)   It harms not one child but an entire household and beyond.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 The village empties and the city swells; this is the great movement of our age. Every year, millions leave 
the fields for the promise of the town — for work, for wages, for a life less bound by weather and custom. Much 
of that promise is real. Cities do offer higher pay, schools, hospitals and a freedom the village rarely allows. 
For a great many, the move is a genuine step upward, and the city does make good on at least a part of what it 
first seemed to promise. But the newcomer often finds a harder bargain than he expected. He arrives to a room 
shared with strangers, work that is uncertain, and a loneliness that the crowded street somehow deepens rather 
than eases. The ties of the village — the neighbour who helped at harvest, the elder who settled a quarrel — do 
not exist here, and nothing has yet grown to replace them. The challenge for the modern city is not to stop this 
movement, which cannot be stopped, but to make itself a place where the newcomer can belong, and not merely 
survive.
Q1.	 ‘The great movement of our age’ refers to -
	 (a)	 people leaving cities 	 (b)	 the fall of wages 
	 (c)	 the growth of farms	 (d)	 people moving from village to city
Q2.	 Why do millions leave the fields?
	 (a)	 for weather and custom	 (b)	 to avoid schools
	 (c)	 to farm better	 (d)	 for work, wages and a freer life
Q3.	 What harder bargain does the newcomer often find?
	 (a)	 free housing	 (b)	 uncertain work and loneliness
	 (c)	 too many friends	 (d)	 easy wealth
Q4.	 Which village ties are said to be missing in the city?
	 (a)	 the helpful neighbour and the elder	 (b)	 the landlord and the tax man
	 (c)	 the factory and the road	 (d)	 the school and hospital
Q5.	 The challenge for the city is to -
	 (a)	 stop the movement	 (b)	 help the newcomer belong, not merely survive
	 (c)	 empty itself	 (d)	 send people back

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (D)   The passage describes migration from the countryside to swelling cities.
Q2  (D)   They leave for work, wages and a life less bound by weather and custom.
Q3  (B)   He finds shared rooms, uncertain work and a deepened loneliness.
Q4  (A)   The passage names the neighbour who helped at harvest and the elder who settled quarrels.
Q5  (B)   The close says the city must let newcomers belong, not just survive.
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Health & Medicine6
	 Health is far more than the absence of disease; it is a balance between body, mind and the world we live 
in. For most of human history, the great killers were infectious diseases — spread by tiny organisms such as 
bacteria and viruses — which swept through crowded, unclean settlements and took the young first. The turning 
point was not a single miracle drug but a set of quieter advances: clean drinking water, the safe disposal of 
waste, vaccines that trained the body to defend itself, and antibiotics that could kill bacteria once an illness had 
begun.
	 As those old enemies were pushed back, a new pattern took their place. Today the heaviest burden in much 
of the world comes from chronic, lifestyle-linked conditions — diabetes, heart disease, high blood pressure and 
obesity — which build up slowly over years and are driven by poor diet, too little movement and constant stress. 
Against such diseases, prevention matters more than cure. A balanced diet, regular exercise, clean surroundings 
and enough sleep protect a population more cheaply and more surely than the finest hospital. Mental health, 
long hidden by shame and neglect, is now understood to be inseparable from physical health, for a troubled 
mind wears down the body just as surely as any germ.
	 Yet good health is never shared equally. Its deepest causes are social — income, education, housing and 
clean water — which is why the poor fall ill more often and recover less. Medicine advances at astonishing 
speed, with gene therapies, precise new drugs and vaccines designed in months rather than years. But the 
oldest lessons still hold firmest. Most illness can be prevented, early detection saves lives, and the true health 
of a society is measured less by the brilliance of its rare cures than by the plain, reliable care it makes available 
to every one of its members.
	 LokLF; dsoy jksx dh vuqifLFkfr ls dgha vf/d gS_ ;g 'kjhj] eu vkSj gekjs ifjos'k ds chp dk larqyu gSA ekuo bfrgkl ds vf/dka'k 
le; esa lcls cM+s gR;kjs laØked jksx Fks & tks thok.kq vkSj fo"kk.kq tSls lw{e thoksa ls iQSyrs gSa & vkSj HkhM+Hkjh] vLoPN cfLr;ksa esa iQSydj lcls 
igys cPpksa dks ys tkrs FksA eksM+ fdlh ,d peRdkjh nok ls ugha] cfYd dqN 'kkar çxfr;ksa ls vk;k% LoPN is;ty] dpjs dk lqjf{kr fuiVku] os 
Vhds tks 'kjhj dks Lo;a dh j{kk djuk fl•krs gSa] vkSj os ,aVhck;ksfVd tks jksx 'kq: gksus ij thok.kqvksa dks ekj ldrs gSaA
	 tSls&tSls ;s iqjkus 'k=kq ihNs /dsys x,] mudh txg ,d u;k çfreku vk x;kA vkt nqfu;k ds cM+s fgLls esa lcls Hkkjh cks> thou'kSyh ls 
tqM+s nh?kZdkfyd jksxksa ls vkrk gS & e/qesg] ân; jksx] mPp jDrpki vkSj eksVkik & tks o"kks± esa /hjs&/hjs curs gSa vkSj •jkc vkgkj] de xfrfof/ 
vkSj yxkrkj ruko ls c<+rs gSaA ,sls jksxksa ds fo#¼ bykt ls vf/d jksdFkke egRoiw.kZ gSA larqfyr vkgkj] fu;fer O;k;ke] LoPN ifjos'k vkSj i;kZIr 
uhan fdlh Hkh cM+s vLirky dh rqyuk esa lLrs vkSj vf/d fuf'pr :i ls tula[;k dh j{kk djrs gSaA ekufld LokLF;] tks yacs le; rd 'keZ 
vkSj mis{kk esa fNik jgk] vc 'kkjhfjd LokLF; ls vfHkUu ekuk tkrk gSA
	 fiQj Hkh vPNk LokLF; dHkh leku :i ls ugha c¡VrkA blds lcls xgjs dkj.k lkekftd gSa — vk;] f'k{kk] vkokl vkSj LoPN ty & 
blhfy, xjhc vf/d ckj chekj iM+rs gSa vkSj de mcjrs gSaA fpfdRlk vk'p;Ztud xfr ls vkxs c<+ jgh gS] thu fpfdRlk] ubZ lVhd nokvksa vkSj 
eghuksa esa cus Vhdksa ds lkFkA ij lcls iqjkus ikB gh lcls n`<+ gSaA vf/dka'k jksx jksds tk ldrs gSa] 'kh?kz igpku thou cpkrh gS] vkSj fdlh lekt 
dk lPpk LokLF; mlds nqyZHk byktksa dh ped ls ugha] cfYd ml lk/kj.k] Hkjkslsean ns•Hkky ls vk¡dk tkrk gS tks og vius gj lnL; dks nsrk 
gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Chronic Lasting for a long time; slow to heal nh?kZdkfyd] iqjkuk
Acute Severe and sudden, but usually short rhoz] vR;f/d
Immune Protected against a particular disease çfrjf{kr] jksxeqDr
Symptom A sign that shows a person is ill y{k.k
Remedy A medicine or treatment that cures mipkj] bykt
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Susceptible Easily affected or likely to catch something laosnu'khy] xzg.k'khy

Contagious Spreading from one person to another by contact laØked] Nwr dk

Fatigue Extreme tiredness or exhaustion Fkdku

Alleviate To make pain or a problem less severe de djuk] jkgr nsuk

Prevalent Common and widespread çpfyr] O;kid

Holistic Treating the whole person, not just the illness lexz] lokZaxh.k

Deficiency A shortage of something the body needs deh] vHkko

Sedentary Involving much sitting; not active xfrghu] cSBs jgus okyk

Robust Strong and healthy â"V&iq"V] etcwr

Ailment A minor illness jksx] chekjh

Recuperate To recover after illness LoLFk gksuk] mcjuk

Hygiene Cleanliness that keeps disease away LoPNrk

Onset The beginning of a disease or condition çkjaHk] 'kq#vkr

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Immunity The body’s natural defence against disease çfrj{kk

Antibiotic A drug that kills or stops bacteria çfrtSfod] ,aVhck;ksfVd

Vaccine A substance that trains the body to fight a disease Vhdk] oSDlhu

Pathogen Any tiny organism that causes disease jksxtud

Epidemic A disease spreading fast through a community egkekjh

Pandemic An epidemic that spreads across the world fo'oekjh

Chronic disease A long-lasting illness like diabetes nh?kZdkfyd jksx

Nutrition The nourishment the body gets from food iks"k.k

Metabolism The chemical processes that keep the body alive p;kip;

Antibody A protein the body makes to fight infection çfrj{kh

Diagnosis The identifying of a disease from its signs funku

Prognosis The likely future course of a disease jksx&funku] iwokZuqeku

Sanitation Clean disposal of waste to protect health LoPNrk] liQkbZ O;oLFkk

Communicable disease A disease that spreads between people lapkjh jksx

Immunisation Making a person immune, usually by vaccine Vhdkdj.k

Obesity Having too much body fat, harming health eksVkik

Public health Protecting the health of a whole population lkoZtfud LokLF;

Quarantine Keeping the sick apart to stop a spread laxjks/] DokjaVhu

Mental health A person’s emotional and psychological well-being ekufld LokLF;

Malnutrition Poor health caused by a bad or lacking diet dqiks"k.k

Preventive care Care that stops disease before it begins fuokjd ns•Hkky

Vector-borne disease A disease carried by insects like mosquitoes jksxokgd tfur jksx

Antibiotic resistance Germs surviving the drugs meant to kill them çfrtSfod çfrjks/

Incubation period The gap between infection and first symptoms mn~Hkou dky
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Non-communicable disease A disease that does not spread between people vlapkjh jksx

Endemic A disease regularly found in a particular area LFkkfud jksx

Antigen A substance that triggers the body’s immune response çfrtu

Mortality rate The number of deaths in a population over time e`R;q nj

Therapy Treatment meant to heal a disorder fpfdRlk] mipkj
World health organization The un body that guides global health fo'o LokLF; laxBu

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 Modern medicine has grown so skilled at curing that we have half-forgotten the older art of not falling ill. 
A hospital can now repair a heart that a lifetime of bad habits has ruined, and this is a marvel; but it is a costly 
and painful marvel, and it arrives late. The surgeon's skill is real and deserves our thanks, yet it is summoned 
only once the damage is done, when a little plain care taken years earlier might have spared the patient the 
whole ordeal. The plain truth, dull beside the drama of surgery, is that most of the diseases that fill our wards 
were preventable. They were built slowly, over years, out of too much sugar and salt, too little movement, 
tobacco, and sleep too often sacrificed. A brisk walk is cheaper than a bypass, and a good diet cheaper than 
a lifetime of pills. None of this is glamorous, and perhaps that is why it is so easily ignored. Yet a society that 
spends fortunes to cure what it could have prevented has, in a sense, mistaken the repair shop for the road.
Q1.	 What older art have we ‘half-forgotten’?
	 (a)	 the art of surgery	 (b)	 the art of not falling ill
	 (c)	 the art of medicine	 (d)	 the art of cooking
Q2.	 Repairing a ruined heart is called a marvel that is -
	 (a)	 cheap and early	 (b)	 useless
	 (c)	 simple and quick	 (d)	 costly, painful and late
 Q3.	 Most diseases that fill the wards were -
	 (a)	 incurable	 (b)   sudden	
	 (c)	 imaginary	 (d)	 preventable
Q4.	 Which comparison does the author make?
	 (a)	 a bypass is cheaper than a walk	 (b)	 a walk is cheaper than a bypass
	 (c)	 pills are cheaper than diet	 (d)	 surgery is free
Q5.	 ‘Mistaken the repair shop for the road’ means valuing -
	 (a)	 prevention over cure	 (b)	 cure over prevention
	 (c)	 hospitals over homes	 (d)	 doctors over patients

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   The passage opens by contrasting curing with the older art of prevention.
Q2  (D)   It calls the cure a costly, painful marvel that arrives late.
Q3  (D)   The ‘plain truth’ is that most such diseases were preventable.
Q4  (B)   ‘A brisk walk is cheaper than a bypass.’
Q5  (B)   It criticises spending on cure while neglecting the prevention that comes first.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 For a broken leg we feel only sympathy, but for a troubled mind we have long reserved a curious blend 
of fear and blame. This double standard is one of the cruellest and least sensible in all of medicine. We would 
never dream of blaming a man for his broken leg, or telling him briskly to walk it off, and yet with an illness 
of the mind we do very nearly that. A person suffering from depression or anxiety is ill in a way as real as any 
fever, yet is often told, in effect, to simply try harder — advice no one would dare give to a patient with a broken 
bone. The result is a silence that makes everything worse. Ashamed to speak, the sufferer hides the illness until 
it deepens, and help that might have come early comes late or not at all. The change now slowly under way is 
a simple but powerful one: to treat the mind as part of the body, to speak of its troubles without shame, and to 
offer them the same plain care and patience we have always offered a wound that we can see.
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Q1.	 How do we usually treat a person with a broken leg?
	 (a)	 with blame	 (b)	 with sympathy
	 (c)	 with silence	 (d)	 with fear
Q2.	 The ‘double standard’ is that mental illness meets -
	 (a)	 fear and blame	 (b)	 full understanding
	 (c)	 quick cure	 (d)	 no reaction
Q3.	 Telling a depressed person to ‘try harder’ is like -
	 (a)	 helping a broken bone	 (b)	 advising a broken bone to heal itself
	 (c)	 giving medicine	 (d)	 offering rest
Q4.	 What does the resulting silence cause?
	 (a)	 faster recovery	 (b)	 less shame
	 (c)	 the illness to deepen	 (d)	 better care
Q5.	 The change now under way is to -
	 (a)	 hide mental illness	 (b)	 treat the mind as part of the body
	 (c)	 ignore the body	 (d)	 blame the sufferer

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   The passage contrasts sympathy for a broken leg with blame for mental illness.
Q2  (A)   A troubled mind meets fear and blame, unlike a visible injury.
Q3  (B)   Such advice would never be given to a broken-bone patient — the point of the comparison.
Q4  (C)   Shame keeps the sufferer silent, so the illness deepens and help comes late.
Q5  (B)   The close urges treating the mind as part of the body, without shame.
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Geography & Agriculture7
	 Geography shapes the fate of nations more quietly, and more completely, than we usually notice. 
Mountains and rivers decide where borders fall; rainfall decides where crops will grow; and the scattering of soil, 
minerals and water across the land decides where great cities rise and where deserts spread. The subject has 
two halves that meet at every point. Physical geography studies the earth itself — its landforms, its climate, its 
oceans and rivers — while human geography studies how people settle upon that stage, how they farm it, trade 
across it and move over it in search of a better life.
	 Upon this physical stage, agriculture feeds the world. For most farmers, everything still turns on three 
things: the arrival of the monsoon, the depth of fertile soil, and, increasingly, irrigation to carry water where the 
rain will not reach. Yet the land is under growing strain. Overuse exhausts the soil; groundwater is pumped out 
far faster than it can refill; and a warming climate makes the rains later, shorter and harder to predict. Natural 
disasters — a flood, a drought, an earthquake — can wipe out years of patient progress in a single day.
	 Modern farming has answered by raising yields, through better seeds, chemical fertilisers and machines, 
but often at a heavy cost to the very soil and water it depends on. The defining challenge of the century is 
therefore a hard one: to feed a still-growing population from a fixed and shrinking store of land and fresh 
water — to grow more while using less, and to do so without wearing out the ground on which all food, and all 
civilisation, finally rests.
	 Hkwxksy jk"Vªksa dk HkkX; gekjh lksp ls dgha vf/d pqipki vkSj iw.kZ :i ls x<+rk gSA ioZr vkSj ufn;k¡ r; djrh gSa fd lhek,¡ dgk¡ iM+sa_ 
o"kkZ r; djrh gS fd iQlysa dgk¡ mxsaxh_ vkSj feêðh] •fut rFkk ty dk fc•jko r; djrk gS fd cM+s 'kgj dgk¡ clsaxs vkSj jsfxLrku dgk¡ iQSysaxsA 
bl fo"k; ds nks Hkkx gSa tks gj fcanq ij feyrs gSaA HkkSfrd Hkwxksy i`Foh dk vè;;u djrk gS & mlds Hkw&vkdkj] tyok;q] egklkxj vkSj ufn;k¡ & 
tcfd ekuo Hkwxksy ;g vè;;u djrk gS fd yksx ml eap ij dSls clrs] •srh djrs] O;kikj djrs vkSj csgrj thou dh ryk'k esa pyrs gSaA
	 blh HkkSfrd eap ij Ñf"k lalkj dk isV Hkjrh gSA vf/dka'k fdlkuksa ds fy, lc dqN vc Hkh rhu ckrksa ij fVdk gS% ekulwu dk vkuk] 
mitkÅ feêðh dh xgjkbZ] vkSj c<+rs gq, :i esa flapkbZ] tks ty ogk¡ igq¡pkrh gS tgk¡ o"kkZ ugha igq¡prhA fiQj Hkh Hkwfe ij ncko c<+ jgk gSA vR;f/d 
mi;ksx feêðh dks Fkdk nsrk gS_ Hkwty mlls dgha rsth ls •hapk tkrk gS ftruk og iqu% Hkj ldrk gS_ vkSj xje gksrh tyok;q o"kkZ dks foyafcr] 
NksVk vkSj vfuf'pr cuk nsrh gSA çkÑfrd vkink,¡ & ck<+] lw•k] Hkwdai & o"kks± dh çxfr dks ,d gh fnu esa feVk ldrh gSaA
	 vk/qfud •srh us csgrj chtksa] jklk;fud moZjdksa vkSj e'khuksa ls iSnkokj c<+kdj mÙkj fn;k gS] ij vDlj mlh feêðh vkSj ty dh Hkkjh 
dher ij ftu ij og fuHkZj gSA blfy, bl lnh dh lcls cM+h pqukSrh dfBu gS% Hkwfe vkSj LoPN ty ds lhfer vkSj ?kVrs HkaMkj ls yxkrkj c<+rh 
tula[;k dk isV Hkjuk & de esa vf/d mxkuk] vkSj og Hkh ml tehu dks Fkdk, fcuk ftl ij varr% lkjk Hkkstu vkSj lkjh lH;rk fVdh gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Arid Very dry, with little rain 'kq"d] lw•k
Fertile Able to produce good crops mitkÅ
Terrain The physical features of a stretch of land HkwHkkx] bykdk
Temperate Having a mild climate, neither very hot nor cold 'khrks".k] le'khrks".k
Rugged Rough and uneven, with rocks and hills ÅcM+&•kcM+] chgM+
Erode To wear away slowly, as soil by water or wind vijnu gksuk] dVuk
Cultivate To prepare land and grow crops on it •srh djuk] mxkuk
Barren Unable to produce plants or crops catj] Ålj
Irrigate To supply land with water for farming flapkbZ djuk
Deplete To use up until little remains lekIr djuk] •Re djuk
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Torrential (Of rain) falling heavily and fast ewlyk/kj

Fallow (Of land) left unplanted to recover ijrh] fcuk cks;k

Perennial Lasting or flowing through the whole year ckjgeklh] lnkcgkj

Desolate Empty, bare and lifeless mtkM+] ohjku

Dense Thickly crowded or packed together l?ku] ?kuk

Famine An extreme and widespread shortage of food vdky] nqfHkZ{k

Harvest To gather a ripened crop iQly dkVuk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Monsoon The seasonal wind that brings heavy rain ekulwu

Irrigation The artificial watering of farmland flapkbZ

Groundwater Water stored in the soil and rock underground Hkwty

Fertile soil Soil that is rich in the nutrients plants need mitkÅ feêðh

Yield The crop output produced per unit of land mit

Erosion The wearing away of soil by wind or water vijnu] dVko

Fertiliser A substance added to soil to feed crops moZjd] •kn

Drought A long period with too little rain lw•k] vuko`f"V

Cash crop A crop grown chiefly to be sold for money udnh iQly

Topography The shape and features of the land surface LFkykÑfr

Aquifer An underground layer of water-bearing rock tyHk`r

Arable land Land that is suitable for growing crops Ñf"k ;ksX; Hkwfe

Precipitation Water that falls as rain, snow or hail o"kZ.k

Desertification The turning of fertile land into desert e#LFkyhdj.k

Food security Reliable access to enough safe food for all •k| lqj{kk

Crop rotation Growing different crops in turn to keep soil healthy iQly pØ

Watershed An area of land that drains into one river tylaHkj] ty foHkktd

Subsistence farming Farming only to feed one’s own family fuokZg Ñf"k

Green revolution The sharp rise in yields from modern farming gfjr Økafr

Delta The fertile fan of land where a river meets the sea MsYVk] unheq•

Water table The upper level below which the ground is soaked Hkwty Lrj

Tributary A smaller river that flows into a larger one lgk;d unh

Plateau A large area of high, flat land iBkj

Glacier A slow-moving mass of ice on land fgeun] Xysf'k;j

Salinity The amount of salt in soil or water yo.krk] •kjkiu

Latitude Distance north or south of the equator v{kka'k

Longitude Distance measured east or west of the prime meridian ns'kkarj

Equator The imaginary line around the middle of the earth Hkweè; js•k

Altitude The height of a place above sea level Å¡pkbZ] rqaxrk

Humidity The amount of water vapour in the air vkæZrk

Organic farming Farming without chemical fertilisers or pesticides tSfod •srh

Tectonic plate A large moving section of the earth’s crust foorZfud IysV
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 Beneath the dry fields of much of the country lies a hidden reserve that has quietly kept farming alive: 
the aquifer, a layer of water-bearing rock that stores rain filtered slowly downward over centuries. For decades 
it seemed inexhaustible. Cheap electric pumps and ever-deeper borewells let farmers draw upon it freely, and 
harvests rose even as the rains themselves grew less reliable. But an aquifer is a bank account, not a spring; 
it can be overdrawn. In district after district the water table has fallen year by year, forcing wells deeper and 
pumps more powerful, until the poorest farmers, unable to afford the descent, are left with dry bores and 
cracked, useless land. The bitter irony is that the remedy was known all along. Where villages have caught the 
rain, revived their old ponds, and agreed to share what lies below rather than race one another to the bottom, 
the water table has slowly begun to climb once more. The ground, it turns out, will refill — but only for those 
with the patience to let it.
Q1.	 The passage is mainly about -
	 (a)	 the overuse and slow recovery of groundwater	 (b)	 the invention of electric pumps
	 (c)	 the history of Indian farming	 (d)	 the price of borewells
Q2.	 Why are the poorest farmers the worst affected?
	 (a)	 they refuse to use pumps	 (b)	 they own no land
	 (c)	 they cannot afford ever-deeper wells	 (d)	 they get too much rain
Q3.	 In the passage, the word ‘aquifer’ refers to -
	 (a)	 a type of electric pump	 (b)	 a layer of water-bearing rock underground
	 (c)	 a large surface pond	 (d)	 a season of heavy rain
Q4.	 ‘An aquifer is a bank account, not a spring’ suggests that it -
	 (a)	 never runs out	 (b)	 can be overdrawn and must be refilled
	 (c)	 produces its own water 	 (d)	 belongs to the bank
Q5.	 The tone of the final two sentences is best described as -
	 (a)	 angry and hopeless	 (b)	 cautiously hopeful
	 (c)	 light and joking	 (d)	 cold and factual

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (A)   The passage traces how the aquifer was overdrawn and how it can recover — the central theme.
Q2  (C)   As the water table falls, only those who can afford deeper wells cope; the poor are left with dry bores.
Q3  (B)   The passage defines the aquifer as ‘a layer of water-bearing rock that stores rain’.
Q4  (B)   The metaphor warns that, like a bank account, an aquifer can be drained beyond what is put back.
Q5  (B)   The ending notes that the water table ‘has begun to climb once more’ — a guarded hopefulness.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 There is a quiet crisis spreading through some of the world’s most productive farmland, and its cause 
is the very water meant to save it. In dry regions, farmers irrigate heavily to coax crops from thirsty soil; but 
all irrigation water carries a little dissolved salt, and when that water evaporates under a hot sun, the salt is 
left behind. The water rises into the air and drifts away, but the salt it carried has nowhere else to go, and so, 
grain by grain, it stays and slowly gathers. Season after season it gathers in the upper soil, a process known as 
salinisation, until at last the ground turns white and hard and will grow almost nothing. Land that fed families 
for generations can be ruined within a few decades in this way. The cruelty of it is that the early signs are easy to 
miss, and the damage is slow, silent and, once advanced, very difficult to reverse. Yet it is not inevitable. Careful 
drainage, less wasteful watering, and salt-tolerant crops can hold the process back. The lesson is an old one in 
a new form: that a remedy applied without care can, in time, become the very disease.
Q1.	 What is the ‘quiet crisis’ described in the passage?
	 (a)	 a shortage of farmers	 (b)	 a fall in crop prices
	 (c)	 the ruin of farmland by salt	 (d)	 the spread of new crops
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Q2.	 How does salt build up in the soil?
	 (a)	 it is added as fertiliser
	 (b)	 irrigation water evaporates and leaves salt behind
	 (c)	 it blows in from the sea
	 (d)	 crops release it
Q3.	 The word ‘salinisation’ in the passage means the -
	 (a)	 removal of salt from soil	 (b)	 gathering of salt in the soil
	 (c)	 watering of dry land	 (d)	 growing of crops
Q4.	 Why is the crisis especially dangerous?
	 (a)	 its early signs are easy to miss	 (b)	 it happens overnight
	 (c)	 it only affects poor soil	 (d)	 it is easily reversed
Q5.	 ‘A remedy applied without care can become the very disease’ means that —
	 (a)	 irrigation is always harmful	 (b)	 a cure used carelessly may cause harm
	 (c)	 salt is good for crops	 (d)	 farmers should stop watering

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (C)   The passage is about salt slowly ruining irrigated farmland.
Q2  (B)   Irrigation water carries salt; when it evaporates, the salt is left in the soil.
Q3  (B)   The passage names salinisation as the process by which salt gathers in the upper soil.
Q4  (A)   The damage is slow and silent, its early signs easy to miss and hard to reverse once advanced.
Q5  (B)   Irrigation, meant to help, causes ruin when used without care — the remedy becomes the disease.
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Psychology & Behaviour9
	 Psychology & Behaviour History is not a dry list of dates but the long, tangled story of how human societies 
have risen, clashed and remade themselves. Great civilisations — the Indus, the Egyptian, the Greek — built 
cities, wrote laws and traded across continents, only to fade as climates shifted, empires overreached, or fresh 
powers arose to replace them. In India, dynasty followed dynasty, leaving behind temples, forts and manuscripts, 
until colonial rule reshaped the whole subcontinent and a long, mass freedom struggle at last won it back. One 
truth about the subject is easy to forget: history is never simply what happened. It is always pieced together, 
from inscriptions, coins, ruins and records, by someone — and so the very same event may be told in sharply 
different ways.
	 Culture is history’s living residue, the part of the past that never quite becomes past. It survives in the 
languages we speak, the festivals we keep, and the art, music and craft handed down from one generation to the 
next. Heritage sites preserve this memory in stone, while oral traditions carry it in song and story where nothing 
was ever written down.
	 To study the past, then, is not mere curiosity; it is how a people comes to understand its own present. The 
borders, the beliefs, the old grievances that shape today were all forged somewhere back there, and cannot be 
understood without it. Colonial rule, for one, cast long shadows — in languages, in drawn lines, in inequalities 
that outlasted the empires that made them. History, at its best, both warns and inspires, reminding each 
generation that the achievements of civilisation are hard-won, easily lost, and never to be taken for granted.
	 bfrgkl frfFk;ksa dh dksbZ lw•h lwph ugha] cfYd ;g yach vkSj my>h gqbZ dFkk gS fd ekuo lekt dSls mBs] Vdjk, vkSj Lo;a dks u;k 
:i nsrs jgsA egku lH;rk,¡ & fla/q] felz] ;wuku & uxj clkrha] dkuwu fy•rha vkSj egk}hiksa esa O;kikj djrha] ij tyok;q ds cnyus] lkezkT;ksa 
ds vfr&foLrkj] ;k ubZ 'kfDr;ksa ds mn; ls feV tkrhaA Hkkjr esa ,d ds ckn ,d jktoa'k vk,] tks eafnj] fdys vkSj ikaMqfyfi;k¡ NksM+ x,] fiQj 
vkSifuosf'kd 'kklu us iwjs miegk}hi dks cny fn;k vkSj ,d yacs tu&Lora=krk laxzke us varr% mls okil thrkA ,d lR; Hkwyuk vklku gS% bfrgkl 
dHkh dsoy og ugha gksrk tks ?kVkA og ges'kk fdlh ds }kjk & f'kykys•ksa] flDdksa] •aMgjksa vkSj vfHkys•ksa ls & tksM+dj cuk;k tkrk gS] blfy, 
ogh ?kVuk cgqr vyx <ax ls dgh tk ldrh gSA
	 laLÑfr bfrgkl dh thfor ryNV gS] vrhr dk og va'k tks dHkh iwjh rjg vrhr ugha curkA ;g gekjh Hkk"kkvksa] gekjs R;ksgkjksa] vkSj ,d 
ih<+h ls nwljh dks lkSaih xbZ dyk] laxhr rFkk f'kYi esa thfor jgrh gSA fojklr LFky bl Le`fr dks iRFkj esa l¡tksrs gSa] tcfd ekSf•d ijaijk,¡ mls 
xhr vkSj dgkuh esa ys pyrh gSa] tgk¡ dHkh dqN fy•k gh ugha x;kA
	 blfy, vrhr dk vè;;u dsoy ftKklk ugha_ ;g og rjhdk gS ftlls dksbZ tkfr vius orZeku dks le>rh gSA vkt dks x<+us okyh lhek,¡] 
vkLFkk,¡ vkSj iqjkus fookn dgha ihNs gh jps x, Fks] vkSj muds fcuk le>s ugha tk ldrsA vkSifuosf'kd 'kklu us yach Nk;k,¡ NksM+ha & Hkk"kkvksa esa] 
•haph xbZ js•kvksa esa] vkSj mu vlekurkvksa esa tks mUgsa cukus okys lkezkT;ksa ls Hkh vf/d thfor jghaA bfrgkl] vius Js"B :i esa] psrkouh Hkh nsrk 
gS vkSj çsj.kk HkhA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Ancient Belonging to the very distant past çkphu] iqjkru
Colonial Relating to rule by a foreign empire vkSifuosf'kd
Indigenous Native; originating naturally in a place Lons'kh] ewy fuoklh
Prosperous Successful and flourishing le`¼] laiUu
Decline A gradual fall into a weaker state iru] ßkl
Legacy Something handed down from the past fojklr] /jksgj
Revive To bring back into use or life iquthZfor djuk
Commemorate To honour the memory of a person or event Lej.k djuk] eukuk
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Turbulent Full of conflict and disorder v'kkar] mFky&iqFky Hkjk
Enduring Lasting for a very long time fpjLFkk;h] fVdkÅ
Plunder To rob a place of goods by force ywVuk
Assimilate To absorb and blend into a wider group vkRelkr djuk] ?kqy&fey 

tkuk
Reign The period during which a ruler rules 'kkludky
Prevalent Widespread at a given time çpfyr] O;kIr
Subjugate To bring firmly under control v/hu djuk] nckuk
Uprising A revolt against those in power foæksg] cxkor
Venerable Commanding respect through age or dignity vknj.kh;] iwT;
Posterity All the generations yet to come Hkkoh ih<+h

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Civilisation An advanced and organised human society lH;rk
Dynasty A line of rulers from a single family jktoa'k
Archaeology The study of the past through physical remains iqjkrRo
Heritage The culture and traditions inherited from the past fojklr
Colonialism The control of one land by a foreign power mifuos'kokn
Nationalism Strong devotion to one’s own nation jk"Vªokn
Chronicle A written record of events in order of time bfro`Ùk] o`Ùkkar
Monument A structure built to preserve memory Lekjd
Manuscript A document written by hand ikaMqfyfi] gLrfyfi
Excavation The digging up of buried remains mR•uu] •qnkbZ
Empire Many peoples and lands under one ruler lkezkT;
Renaissance A great revival of art and learning iqutkZxj.k
Inscription Words carved into stone or metal f'kykys•] vfHkys•
Antiquity The ancient past, long ago iqjkrurk] çkphu dky
Historiography The writing and study of history itself bfrgkl&ys•u
Revolution A sudden, complete overturning of an order Økafr
Feudalism A land-for-service social order of the past lkearokn
Partition The dividing of a land into separate parts foHkktu
Artefact An object made by humans, of historical interest dykÑfr] iqjko'ks"k
Imperialism A policy of extending power over other lands lkezkT;okn
Primary source First-hand evidence from the time of an event çkFkfed lzksr
Epigraphy The study of ancient inscriptions iqjkys•'kkL=k
Dynastic rule Hereditary rule passed within a family oa'kkuqxr 'kklu
Anachronism Something placed in the wrong period of time dkynks"k
Colonisation The settling and controlling of a region mifuos'khdj.k
Emancipation The act of setting a people free eqfDr] Lora=krk
Prehistoric Of the time before written records çkxSfrgkfld
Medieval Belonging to the middle ages eè;dkyhu
Numismatics The study of coins and currency eqæk'kkL=k
Archive A store of old historical records vfHkys•kxkj
Conquest The taking of a place or people by force fot;] fnfXot;
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 It is often said that history is written by the victors, and the saying carries a hard truth. When a war 
ends or a kingdom falls, it is the winners who build the monuments, keep the records and compose the official 
chronicle; the defeated are left with silence, or with a story that survives only in whispers. What we solemnly 
call the record of the past is, far more often than we care to admit, only the surviving half of an old and bitter 
quarrel. This is why a careful reader of history learns to ask not merely what happened, but who is telling 
it, and what they might wish us to believe. A single rebellion may appear in one account as a heroic struggle 
for freedom and, in another, as mere lawless disorder — and both accounts may have been written in perfect 
sincerity. The past does not come to us clean. It arrives already shaped by the hopes, fears and interests of those 
who recorded it. To read history well, then, is not to memorise one version but to hold several at once, and to 
listen, always, for the voices that the record has left out.
Q1.	 The main point of the passage is that history -
	 (a)	 is always completely accurate	 (b)	 is written only by the defeated
	 (c)	 should not be studied	 (d)	 is shaped by those who record it
Q2.	 What are the defeated usually left with?	
	 (a)	 the official records	 (b)	 silence, or a story told in whispers
	 (c)	 the monuments	 (d)	 the final victory
Q3.	 In the passage, the word ‘chronicle’ means a -
	 (a)	 a written record of events in order	 (b)	 a monument of stone	
	 (c)	 a kind of war	 (d)	 a heroic rebel
Q4.	 A single rebellion, the author says, may be told as -
	 (a)	 only a heroic struggle	 (b)	 either heroism or lawless disorder
	 (c)	 a dull list of dates	 (d)	 an ancient myth
Q5.	 To ‘read history well’, one should -
	 (a)	 memorise a single version	 (b)	 ignore all records
	 (c)	 trust only the victors	 (d)	 hold several versions and note what is missing

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (D)   The passage argues the past reaches us already shaped by its recorders — the central idea.
Q2  (B)   The winners keep the records; the defeated are left with silence or faint stories.
Q3  (A)   A chronicle is defined by context as the written, ordered record kept by the victors.
Q4  (B)   The same event can appear as heroic freedom or lawless disorder, depending on the teller.
Q5  (D)   The close advises holding several accounts at once and listening for omitted voices.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 On the edge of many an Indian town stands a fort or a stepwell of great antiquity, and its usual fate is 
a quiet, unremarked decay. Goats graze in its courtyards; children play cricket against its carved walls; and 
slowly, stone by stone, a building that took a lifetime to raise crumbles for want of a little care. The neglect is 
rarely deliberate. It is simply that a living community has pressing needs — water, work, schools — and an old 
ruin, however beautiful, wins no argument against them. Beauty, after all, does not feed a hungry family or find 
a young man work, and so the old walls lose, quietly and year after year, to more urgent claims. Yet something 
is lost in this indifference that cannot be bought back at any price. A monument is not merely old stone; it is 
the memory of a people made visible, a link between those who came before and those not yet born. When it 
falls, the link is broken, and a town that forgets its past has, in a sense, mislaid a part of itself. To preserve such 
places is not nostalgia. It is the simple refusal to let memory die untended.
Q1.	 What is the ‘usual fate’ of these old forts and stepwells?
	 (a)	 careful restoration	 (b)	 quiet, unremarked decay
	 (c)	 use as museums	 (d)	 total destruction by war
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Q2.	 Why does the neglect happen, according to the author?
	 (a)	 people hate old buildings	 (b)	 a living community has more pressing needs
	 (c)	 the law forbids repair	 (d)	 the buildings are ugly
Q3.	 In the passage, ‘antiquity’ refers to something’s —
	 (a)	 great age	 (b)	 great beauty
	 (c)	 great size	 (d)	 great cost
Q4.	 A monument, the author argues, is -
	 (a)	 the memory of a people made visible 	 (b)	 merely old stone 	
	 (c)	 a waste of space	 (d)	 a modern invention
Q5.	 The author believes that preserving such places is -
	 (a)	 mere nostalgia	 (b)	 a refusal to let memory die
	 (c)	 a waste of money	 (d)	 unimportant

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   The passage says their usual fate is quiet, unremarked decay from neglect.
Q2  (B)   Neglect is not deliberate; pressing needs like water and work take priority over ruins.
Q3  (A)   ‘Of great antiquity’ means very old; antiquity here signals great age.
Q4  (A)   The passage insists a monument is a people’s memory made visible, not just stone.
Q5  (B)   The close states preservation is not nostalgia but a refusal to let memory die untended.
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Psychology & Behaviour9
	 Why do people act as they do? Psychology sets out to answer that question by studying the mind and 
behaviour with the tools of science rather than mere opinion. A great deal of what drives us, it finds, is hidden 
even from ourselves: habits worn deep by repetition, biases that quietly bend our judgement, and emotions that 
colour every choice we believe we have made by reason alone. We are pulled partly by reward and partly by 
meaning; we learn by copying others, by trial and error, and by the steady shaping force of praise and blame. 
Even memory, we now know, is no faithful recording but is rebuilt a little each time we recall it — which is why 
honest witnesses disagree, and why the past itself seems to change as we age.
	 Who we finally become is shaped by both nature and nurture — the genes we inherit and the world that 
raises us — and psychologists have long argued over how much weight to give each. We are, besides, deeply 
social creatures: we conform to the group, defer to authority, and behave quite differently in a crowd than we 
would alone.
	 Stress, the science shows, is not simply an enemy. In brief bursts it sharpens us; only when it becomes 
constant does it wear the body and mind down, and mental health is now understood to be inseparable from 
physical health. Modern psychology studies well-being as closely as illness — asking what makes some people 
resilient, what deepens attention, and what turns effort into growth. Its central lesson is a humbling one. The 
self we imagine to be rational, free and firmly in control is, in plain truth, a creature of habit, emotion and 
circumstance far more than we like to admit.
	 yksx tSlk djrs gSa oSlk D;ksa djrs gSa\ euksfoKku bl ç'u dk mÙkj dsoy jk; ls ugha] cfYd foKku ds lk/uksa ls eu vkSj O;ogkj dk 
vè;;u djds nsuk pkgrk gSA og ikrk gS fd gesa pykus okyh cgqr&lh ckrsa Lo;a gels Hkh fNih gksrh gSa% nksgjko ls xgjh iM+h vknrsa] os iwokZxzg 
tks pqipki gekjs fu.kZ; dks eksM+ nsrs gSa] vkSj os Hkkouk,¡ tks gj ml pquko dks jax nsrh gSa ftls ge dsoy rdZ ls fd;k ekurs gSaA ge vkaf'kd :i 
ls iqjLdkj ls vkSj vkaf'kd :i ls vFkZ ls f•aprs gSa_ ge nwljksa dh udy ls] ç;kl vkSj Hkwy ls] rFkk ç'kalk vkSj fuank dh 'kfDr ls lh•rs gSaA vc 
ge tkurs gSa fd Le`fr Hkh dksbZ fo'oluh; vfHkys• ugha] cfYd gj ckj ;kn djrs le; FkksM+h&FkksM+h iqufuZfeZr gksrh gS & blhfy, bZekunkj xokg 
Hkh vlger gksrs gSaA
	 ge varr% tks curs gSa og çÑfr vkSj ijofj'k nksuksa ls x<+k tkrk gS & fojklr esa feys thu vkSj og lalkj tks gesa ikyrk gS & vkSj 
euksoSKkfud yacs le; ls cgl djrs jgs gSa fd fdls fdruk egRo nsaA blds vykok ge xgjs lkekftd çk.kh gSa% ge lewg ds vuq:i <yrs gSa] 
lÙkk ds vkxs >qdrs gSa] vkSj HkhM+ esa vdsys ls fHkUu O;ogkj djrs gSaA
	 ruko] foKku fn•krk gS] dsoy 'k=kq ugha gSA FkksM+h nsj ds fy, og gesa rst djrk gS_ dsoy tc og fujarj gks tk, rHkh 'kjhj vkSj eu dks 
f?klrk gS] vkSj ekufld LokLF; vc 'kkjhfjd LokLF; ls vfHkUu ekuk tkrk gSA vk/qfud euksfoKku jksx dh rjg gh dY;k.k dk Hkh vè;;u djrk 
gSA bldk dsaæh; ikB fouez djus okyk gS% ftl Lo dks ge rdZlaxr] Lora=k vkSj iwjh rjg fu;a=k.k esa ekurs gSa] og okLro esa vknr] Hkkouk vkSj 
ifjfLFkfr dk çk.kh gS] ftruk ge Lohdkj djuk pkgrs gSa mlls dgha vf/dA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Motivation The inner force that drives us to act vfHkçsj.kk] çsj.kk
Bias An unfair leaning that distorts judgement iwokZxzg] >qdko
Resilient Able to recover quickly from hardship yphyk] lgu'khy
Impulsive Acting suddenly, without thinking vkosxh] mrkoyk
Introspection The examining of one’s own thoughts vkRefujh{k.k
Disposition A person’s natural qualities of mind LoHkko] ço`fÙk
Reinforce To strengthen a behaviour by reward iq"V djuk] n`<+ djuk
Subconscious The part of the mind below awareness vopsru
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Inherent Existing as a natural, inborn part varfuZfgr] lgt

Deliberate Done on purpose, after thought lksp&le>dj fd;k x;k

Innate Present from birth; not learned tUetkr] uSlfxZd

Temperament A person’s usual emotional nature fetkt] LoHkko

Compulsive Hard to control or resist ckè;dkjh] foo'k djus okyk

Aversion A strong feeling of dislike foeq•rk] v#fp

Suppress To hold back a thought or feeling nckuk] jksduk

Elicit To draw out a reaction or answer mRiUu djuk] fudkyuk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Cognition The mental process of gaining knowledge laKku] cks/

Conditioning Learning to link one thing with another vuqdwyu

Reinforcement A reward or result that shapes behaviour çcyu

Cognitive bias A systematic error in the way we think laKkukRed iwokZxzg

Perception The interpreting of what the senses take in çR;{k.k] cks/

Memory The storing and recalling of information Le`fr

Stimulus Anything that provokes a reaction míhiu] çsjd

Neuroplasticity The brain’s power to rewire itself raf=kdk&yphykiu

Stress response The body’s reaction to a threat ruko&çfrfØ;k

Behaviourism The study of observable behaviour O;ogkjokn

Emotional intelligence The skill of managing one’s emotions HkkoukRed cqf¼

Attention span The length of time one can stay focused è;ku vof/

Habit loop The cue–routine–reward cycle of a habit vknr pØ

Nature vs nurture The debate of genes against upbringing çÑfr cuke ijofj'k

Conformity Matching one’s behaviour to a group vuq:irk

Cognitive dissonance The discomfort of holding clashing beliefs laKkukRed vlaxfr

Resilience The capacity to recover from stress vuqdwyu&{kerk] yphykiu

Placebo A harmless dummy treatment that yet works Iyslhcks] NÁ vkS"kf/

Phobia An intense, irrational fear Hk;&xzafFk] iQksfc;k

Self-esteem A person’s sense of their own worth vkRe&lEeku

Empathy The sharing of another’s feelings lgkuqHkwfr

Intrinsic motivation Doing a thing for its own sake vkarfjd vfHkçsj.kk

Catharsis The release of built-up emotion Hkkofojspu] jspu

Perception bias A slanted way of seeing things cks/&iwokZxzg

Instinct An inborn tendency to behave a certain way lgto`fÙk] var%çsj.kk

Motive The reason behind an action mís';] gsrq

Unconscious The part of the mind we are not aware of vpsru

Intelligence quotient A score meant to measure intelligence cqf¼&yfC/ (IQ)
Personality The set of traits that make a person distinct O;fDrRo

Anxiety A feeling of worry, nervousness or unease fpark] O;xzrk

Introvert A person who prefers solitude to socialising vareZq•h

Extrovert An outgoing, socially confident person cfgeZq•h
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 We like to imagine that we form our opinions by weighing the evidence, but the mind is quietly at work 
against us. Once a belief has taken hold, we begin, without noticing, to seek out whatever supports it and to 
brush aside whatever does not. A person convinced that a certain remedy works will remember the times it 
seemed to help and quietly forget the times it did not; a reader certain of his politics will find the newspaper 
that agrees with him wise, and the one that disagrees foolish. We do not do this on purpose, and that is the 
trouble; the sifting goes on in silence and feels, from within, entirely fair and reasonable. Psychologists call this 
tendency confirmation bias, and no one is wholly free of it. It feels, from the inside, exactly like clear thinking. 
That is what makes it so dangerous. The remedy is not to pretend we are perfectly rational, which we are not, 
but to build the habit of actively seeking the evidence that might prove us wrong — and of trusting a conclusion 
a little more once it has survived that harder test.
Q1.	 The passage is chiefly about -
	 (a)	 how to read a newspaper	 (b)	 a hidden flaw in how we form opinions
	 (c)	 the benefits of remedies	 (d)	 the study of politics
Q2.	 A person who believes a remedy works will tend to -
	 (a)	 remember its failures	 (b)	 remember its successes and forget its failures
	 (c)	 stop using it	 (d)	 test it fairly
Q3.	 In the passage, ‘confirmation bias’ names the tendency to -
	 (a)	 change one’s beliefs often
	 (b)	 favour evidence that supports what we already believe
	 (c)	 think perfectly rationally
	 (d)	 distrust all newspapers
Q4.	 Why is this tendency called ‘so dangerous’?
	 (a)	 it is rare	 (b)	 it feels exactly like clear thinking
	 (c)	 it is easy to see	 (d)	 it harms no one
Q5.	 The remedy the author suggests is to —
	 (a)	 pretend we are fully rational	 (b)	 seek out evidence that might prove us wrong
	 (c)	 trust our first opinion	 (d)	 avoid all evidence

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   It describes confirmation bias, a flaw in how we reach and hold opinions.
Q2  (B)   The example shows we recall supporting cases and forget the rest.
Q3  (B)   Confirmation bias is defined as seeking support for a held belief and dismissing the rest.
Q4  (B)   From the inside it feels like clear thinking, which hides it from us — hence its danger.
Q5  (B)   The close urges actively seeking disconfirming evidence and trusting conclusions that survive it.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 In a well-known kind of medical experiment, some patients are given a real drug and others a mere sugar 
pill, made to look identical but containing nothing of any medical value. Strangely, a good number of those who 
receive the sugar pill get better all the same. They have been given nothing that could act upon their illness in 
any way, and yet their pain eases and their symptoms fade, purely, it appears, because they believe that help 
has arrived. This is the placebo effect, and far from being a trick or an error, it is one of the most revealing facts 
in all of medicine. It shows that the mind is not a bystander to the body’s health but a genuine participant in 
it: belief alone, the simple expectation of relief, can ease real pain and quicken real recovery. The effect has its 
limits, of course — no expectation will mend a broken bone or cure an infection. But it stands as firm evidence 
for something older healers always suspected and modern medicine is only now measuring: that how a patient 
thinks and feels is not separate from how a patient heals.
Q1.	 What is a ‘sugar pill’ in the experiment described?
	 (a)	 a powerful new drug	 (b)	 a dummy pill with no medical value
	 (c)	 a vitamin supplement	 (d)	 a painkiller
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Q2.	 The word ‘placebo’ in the passage refers to -
	 (a)	 a real, active drug	 (b)	 a harmless dummy treatment that still helps
	 (c)	 a type of infection	 (d)	 a broken bone
Q3.	 What does the placebo effect reveal about the mind?
	 (a)	 it has no effect on the body	 (b)	 it takes real part in the body’s healing
	 (c)	 it always cures disease	 (d)	 it causes illness
Q4.	 What limit of the effect is admitted?
	 (a)	 it cures everything	 (b)	 it cannot mend a broken bone or cure infection
	 (c)	 it works only on the young	 (d)	 it never works
Q5.	 The main idea of the passage is that -
	 (a)	 medicine is a trick	 (b)	 how a patient thinks affects how they heal
	 (c)	 sugar pills are dangerous	 (d)	 belief cures all disease

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   It is described as a pill made to look real but containing nothing of medical value.
Q2  (B)   The placebo is the sugar pill — a harmless dummy treatment that nonetheless produces improvement.
Q3  (B)   The passage says it shows the mind is a genuine participant in the body’s health.
Q4  (B)   The author grants that no expectation will heal a broken bone or an infection.
Q5  (B)   The close states that a patient’s thoughts and feelings are not separate from their healing.
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Education & Learning10
	 Education is the great inheritance a society hands to its young — the passing on of its knowledge, its skills 
and its values from one generation to the next. For most of human history it was the privilege of a fortunate 
few; only in our own age has it come to be seen as the right of all, and as the single strongest ladder by which a 
person may climb out of poverty. Yet what education should actually do, and how, remains sharply contested. 
The older idea prized memory and obedience, treating the child’s mind as an empty vessel to be filled. The newer 
view sees the learner as active, and education not as filling but as drawing out — the awakening of curiosity, 
judgement, and the power to think for oneself.
	 Access to schooling has widened enormously, and that is a real triumph; but quality has lagged badly 
behind. In many places children sit in classrooms for years and still cannot read a simple paragraph or work a 
simple sum, and the gap falls hardest, as always, on the poor, the rural and the girl child.
	 Technology now promises to personalise learning and carry it to the remotest village, and its promise is 
real. But a glowing screen is no substitute for a good teacher, and the same digital tools can widen the very gaps 
they were meant to close. Through all these debates one truth holds firm. The deepest purpose of education 
was never merely to produce workers for an economy. It is to form citizens — people able to reason, to question 
what they are told, and to go on learning long after the last classroom has been left behind. Learning, rightly 
understood, is not the task of a childhood but the work of a whole life.
	 f'k{kk og egku fojklr gS tks lekt vius ;qokvksa dks lkSairk gS & vius Kku] vius dkS'ky vkSj vius ewY;ksa dk ,d ih<+h ls nwljh rd 
gLrkarj.kA ekuo bfrgkl ds vf/dka'k le; ;g dqN HkkX;'kkyh yksxksa dk fo'ks"kkf/dkj jgh_ dsoy gekjs ;qx esa ;g lcdk vf/dkj ekuh xbZ] vkSj 
og lcls etcwr lh<+h ftlls dksbZ O;fDr xjhch ls Åij mB ldrk gSA fiQj Hkh f'k{kk dks okLro esa D;k djuk pkfg,] vkSj dSls] ;g vc Hkh 
fooknkLin gSA iqjkuk fopkj Lèfr vkSj vkKkdkfjrk dks egRo nsrk Fkk] ckyd ds eu dks ,d •kyh ik=k ekudj ftls Hkjuk gSA u;k ǹf"Vdks.k lh•us 
okys dks lfØ; ekurk gS] vkSj f'k{kk dks Hkjuk ugha cfYd fudkyuk & ftKklk] foosd vkSj Lo;a lkspus dh 'kfDr dk tkxj.kA
	 fo|ky; rd igq¡p cgqr c<+h gS] vkSj ;g lPph miyfC/ gS_ ij xq.koÙkk cqjh rjg ihNs jg xbZ gSA dbZ txg cPps o"kks± d{kk esa cSBrs gSa 
vkSj fiQj Hkh ,d lk/kj.k vuqPNsn ugha i<+ ikrs ;k ,d lk/kj.k tksM+ ugha dj ikrs] vkSj ;g •kbZ lcls vf/d xjhc] xzkeh.k vkSj ckfydkvksa ij 
iM+rh gSA
	 çkS|ksfxdh vc lh•us dks oS;fDrd cukus vkSj lqnwj xk¡o rd igq¡pkus dk oknk djrh gS] vkSj ;g oknk lPpk gSA ij ,d pedrh LØhu vPNs 
f'k{kd dk fodYi ugha] vkSj ogh fMftVy lk/u mUgha •kb;ksa dks pkSM+k dj ldrs gSa ftUgsa ikVuk FkkA bu lc cglksa ds chp ,d lR; n`<+ jgrk 
gSA f'k{kk dk lcls xgjk mís'; dHkh dsoy vFkZO;oLFkk ds fy, etnwj rS;kj djuk ugha FkkA ;g ukxfjd x<+uk gS & ,sls yksx tks rdZ dj ldsa] 
tks dgk tk, ml ij ç'u dj ldsa] vkSj vafre d{kk NwV tkus ds ckn Hkh lh•rs jgsaA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Rote Mere repetition, without understanding jVar] ;a=kor nksgjko
Foster To encourage the growth of something c<+kok nsuk] iksf"kr djuk
Competent Having the skill to do something well l{ke] ;ksX;
Inculcate To fix an idea in the mind by teaching eu esa cSBkuk] laLdkj Mkyuk
Literate Able to read and write lk{kj
Inquisitive Eager to learn; curious ftKklq
Comprehend To understand fully le>uk] cks/ gksuk
Enlighten To give knowledge or understanding to Kku nsuk] çcq¼ djuk
Diligent Hardworking and careful ifjJeh] esgurh
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Retain To keep in the memory Lej.k j•uk] /kj.k djuk

Articulate Able to express ideas clearly lqO;Dr] Li"VoDrk

Nurture To care for and help develop ikyu&iks"k.k djuk] laokjuk

Contested Argued about; disputed fookfnr

Innate Inborn; existing from birth tUetkr

Perceptive Quick to notice and understand lw{en'khZ] le>nkj

Proficient Skilled and well-practised çoh.k] fuiq.k

Grasp To understand something firmly idM+uk] le> ysuk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Pedagogy The art and science of teaching f'k{k.k&dyk] f'k{kk'kkL=k

Curriculum The planned course of study in a school ikBÔØe

Literacy The ability to read and write lk{kjrk

Numeracy The ability to work with numbers la[;kRedrk] vadKku

Rote learning Learning by repetition without understanding jVdj lh•uk

Critical thinking Careful, reasoned analysis of ideas vkykspukRed fparu

Assessment The measuring of what a learner has learnt ewY;kadu

Vocational training Teaching the skills for a particular trade O;kolkf;d çf'k{k.k

Inclusive education Schooling that serves every kind of learner lekos'kh f'k{kk

E-learning Learning delivered through digital technology bZ&vf/xe] vkWuykbu f'k{kk

Aptitude A natural capacity to learn a thing vfHk{kerk

Enrolment The act of registering as a student ukekadu

Dropout rate The share of students who leave school early viO;; nj] MªkWivkmV nj

Cognition The mental process of learning and knowing laKku

Experiential learning Learning by direct, hands-on experience vuqHkotU; vf/xe

Formative assessment Ongoing checks made during learning jpukRed ewY;kadu

Lifelong learning Continued learning throughout one’s life vkthou vf/xe

Cognitive development The growth of a child’s thinking ability laKkukRed fodkl

Blended learning Mixing online study with classroom study fefJr vf/xe

Holistic education The developing of the whole person lexz f'k{kk

Gross enrolment ratio Total enrolment as a share of the age group ldy ukekadu vuqikr

Learning outcome What a learner should be able to do vf/xe çfriQy

Mother tongue The first language a child learns at home ekr`Hkk"kk

Scaffolding The support a teacher gives while a skill is learnt vf/xe&lgkjk

Compulsory education Schooling required by law up to an age vfuok;Z f'k{kk

Differentiated instruction Teaching pitched to each learner’s level foHksfnr f'k{k.k

Syllabus The list of topics to be studied in a course ikBÔfooj.k] flyscl

Summative assessment A final test of what has been learnt ;ksxkRed ewY;kadu

Distance learning Study carried out away from a school or college nwjLFk f'k{kk

Co-curricular Activities that go alongside the main studies lg&ikBÔØe

Higher education Education beyond school, as at a university mPp f'k{kk
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 A child who has learnt the multiplication tables by heart can answer ‘seven eights’ in an instant, and we 
are pleased. But ask that same child why seven eights should come to fifty-six, or set the sum in a shape he has 
not seen before, and the fluent answer often dries up at once. This is the difference between rote learning and 
real understanding, and it is easy to mistake the first for the second. Repetition can fix a fact in the memory, 
and there is a place for that; some things must simply be known. But a fact held by rote alone sits in the mind 
like a stone, unconnected to anything, useless the moment the question is turned around. Understanding is 
different in kind. It links the new to the known, so that a learner who has grasped why a rule holds can rebuild 
it when he has forgotten it, and apply it where he has never seen it before. The aim of good teaching is not to fill 
the memory but to build those living connections.
Q1.	 The passage draws a contrast between -
	 (a)	 rote learning and real understanding	 (b)	 teachers and students 	
	 (c)	 reading and writing	 (d)	 school and home
Q2.	 What happens when the sum is set ‘in a shape he has not seen before’?
	 (a)	 the child answers faster	 (b)	 the fluent answer often dries up
	 (c)	 the child refuses	 (d)	 the answer is always right
Q3.	 In the passage, ‘rote’ learning means learning by -
	 (a)	 understanding the reasons	 (b)	 asking questions
	 (c)	 repetition without understanding	 (d)	 direct experience
Q4.	 A fact held by rote alone is compared to -
	 (a)	 a living connection	 (b)	 a strong ladder
	 (c)	 a bright light	 (d)	 a stone in the mind
Q5.	 The aim of good teaching, the author says, is to -
	 (a)	 fill the memory with facts	 (b)	 build living connections between ideas
	 (c)	 speed up answers	 (d)	 test the tables

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (A)   Its whole point is the difference between memorised facts and genuine understanding.
Q2  (B)   A rote answer fails when the question is turned around into an unfamiliar form.
Q3  (C)   Rote is contrasted with understanding — it is repetition that fixes a fact but not its meaning.
Q4  (D)   The passage likens such a fact to ‘a stone’ — inert and unconnected.
Q5  (B)   The close states the aim is not to fill memory but to build living connections.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 For many years the great goal in education was simply to get children into school, and by that measure the 
world has succeeded beyond all expectation; classrooms that once stood empty are now full. Getting the world's 
children through the school gates was a genuine and hard-won achievement, and for a while it was simply 
assumed that learning would follow of its own accord once they were inside. But a hard and uncomfortable 
truth has surfaced behind this triumph. Attendance is not the same as learning. Surveys across many poor 
regions have found children who have sat in school for four or five years and yet cannot read a simple sentence 
or do basic arithmetic — a gap so wide that experts have begun to call it not a lack of schooling but a lack of true 
literacy. The reasons are many: classes too large, teachers too few or too often absent, and a syllabus that races 
ahead of the children who cannot keep up. The remedy is not more buildings but better teaching — the patient, 
unglamorous work of making sure that a child in a classroom is actually learning, and not merely present.
Q1.	 The ‘hard and uncomfortable truth’ in the passage is that -
	 (a)	 schools are empty	 (b)	 attendance is not the same as learning
	 (c)	 children dislike school	 (d)	 there are too few schools
Q2.	 What have surveys in poor regions found?
	 (a)	 all children read well	 (b)	 teachers who never leave 
	 (c)	 schools with no children	 (d)	 children who cannot read after years in school
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Q3.	 In the passage, ‘literacy’ refers to the ability to -
	 (a)	 attend school	 (b)	 read and do basic arithmetic
	 (c)	 build classrooms	 (d)	 train teachers
Q4. Which is named as a reason for the gap?
	 (a)	 classes that are too small	 (b)	 teachers too few or too often absent
	 (c)	 too much money	 (d)	 too few subjects
Q5.	 The remedy, the author argues, is -
	 (a)	 more buildings	 (b)	 longer holidays
	 (c)	 fewer children	 (d)	 better teaching

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   The passage stresses that filling classrooms did not guarantee that learning followed.
Q2  (D)   Surveys found children unable to read a simple sentence after four or five years in school.
Q3  (B)   Here true literacy means being able to read a sentence and do basic sums.
Q4  (B)   The passage lists large classes, absent teachers and a racing syllabus as causes.
Q5  (D)   The close says the answer is not more buildings but better, patient teaching.
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Ethics & Philosophy11
	 Philosophy begins in wonder, and in one simple, stubborn question: how ought we to live? Its most 
practical branch, ethics, narrows this to a sharper edge — what makes an action right, and what makes it 
wrong? Over the centuries, thinkers have answered in strikingly different ways. Some hold that the goodness 
of an act lies wholly in its consequences, in producing the greatest happiness for the greatest number. Others 
insist that certain duties bind us whatever the result — do not lie, do not harm, keep your word — and that a 
good end can never justify a wicked means. Still others look away from acts altogether and toward character, 
locating goodness in the slow, patient cultivation of virtues such as honesty, courage and compassion.
	 These are not idle puzzles for the seminar room. Every genuinely hard choice — in medicine, in business, 
in public life — is at bottom an ethical one, a weighing of goods that pull against each other, which is why fields 
from science to law have grown their own branches of applied ethics. A law may be perfectly legal and yet deeply 
unjust, and conscience sometimes calls us to question the very rules we were handed.
	 Philosophy reaches wider still, into questions that have no easy floor beneath them: what can we truly 
know, whether our choices are free or determined in advance, and what, if anything, gives a human life its 
meaning. On such matters it rarely hands down final answers, and those who come to it expecting certainty are 
usually disappointed. Its gift is of another kind — the lifelong habit of examining one’s own beliefs rather than 
merely inheriting them, and the rare humility to see how much of what we hold as certain rests, in the end, on 
foundations we have never once thought to question.
	 n'kZu foLe; ls vkjaHk gksrk gS] vkSj ,d ljy] gBh ç'u ls% gesa dSls thuk pkfg,\ bldh lcls O;kogkfjd 'kk•k] uSfrdrk] bls vkSj rh•k 
dj nsrh gS & dksbZ dk;Z lgh fdlls gksrk gS] vkSj xyr fdlls\ lfn;ksa esa fopkjdksa us cgqr fHkUu mÙkj fn, gSaA dqN ekurs gSa fd fdlh dk;Z dh 
HkykbZ iwjh rjg mlds ifj.kkeksa esa gS & vf/dre yksxksa ds fy, vf/dre lq• mRiUu djus esaA vU; dgrs gSa fd dqN drZO; gesa ifj.kke pkgs tks 
gks] ck¡/rs gSa & >wB er cksyks] gkfu er igq¡pkvks] opu fuHkkvks & vkSj vPNk y{; dHkh cqjs lk/u dks mfpr ugha Bgjk ldrkA dqN vkSj deks± ls 
gVdj pfj=k dh vksj ns•rs gSa] vkSj HkykbZ dks bZekunkjh] lkgl vkSj d#.kk tSls xq.kksa ds /hes fodkl esa ikrs gSaA
	 ;s laxks"Bh&d{k dh O;FkZ igsfy;k¡ ugha gSaA gj lpeqp dfBu pquko & fpfdRlk esa] O;kikj esa] lkoZtfud thou esa & ewy :i ls ,d uSfrd 
pquko gS] ijLij fojks/h Hkykb;ksa dks rkSyuk] blhfy, foKku ls ysdj dkuwu rd us viuh&viuh O;kogkfjd uSfrdrk fodflr dh gSA dksbZ dkuwu 
iwjh rjg oS/ gks ldrk gS vkSj fiQj Hkh xgjs :i ls vU;k;iw.kZ] vkSj varjkRek dHkh&dHkh gesa mUgha fu;eksa ij ç'u djus dks dgrh gS tks gesa lkSais 
x,A
	 n'kZu vkSj Hkh nwj rd tkrk gS] mu ç'uksa esa ftuds uhps dksbZ ljy /jkry ugha% ge lpeqp D;k tku ldrs gSa] gekjs pquko Lora=k gSa ;k 
igys ls fu/kZfjr] vkSj ekuo thou dks vFkZ] ;fn dqN nsrk gS] rks D;kA ,sls fo"k;ksa ij og 'kk;n gh vafre mÙkj nsrk gSA bldk migkj nwljs çdkj 
dk gS & viuh ekU;rkvksa dks dsoy fojklr esa ysus ds ctk; mudh tk¡p djus dh vkthou vknr] vkSj ;g ns•us dh fojy fouezrk fd ftls ge 
fuf'pr ekurs gSa mldk fdruk Hkkx mu uhaoksa ij fVdk gS ftu ij geus dHkh ç'u gh ugha fd;kA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Integrity The quality of being honest and whole in morals lR;fu"Bk] bZekunkjh
Rational Based on clear reasoning rdZlaxr] foosdiw.kZ
Scrutiny Close and careful examination xgu tk¡p] ijh{k.k
Subjective Depending on personal feeling or view O;fDrijd] vkRefu"B
Objective Not influenced by personal feelings oLrqfu"B] fu"i{k
Coherent Logical and consistent laxr] rdZlaxr
Inherent Existing as a natural, essential part varfuZfgr] LokHkkfod
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Justify To show that something is right or reasonable vkSfpR; fl¼ djuk

Contemplate To think about deeply and at length xgu fparu djuk

Prudent Wise and careful in conduct foosdh] nwjn'khZ

Dogmatic Asserting opinions as if they were certain fact gB/ehZ] dêðj

Ambiguous Open to more than one meaning vLi"V] }~;FkZd

Discern To perceive or judge something clearly foosd djuk] igpkuuk

Sceptical Inclined to doubt what is claimed la'k;h] lansg'khy

Earnest Sincere and serious in intention lPpk] xaHkhj

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Ethics The study of right and wrong conduct uhfr'kkL=k] vkpkj'kkL=k

Morality Principles of good and bad behaviour uSfrdrk

Virtue A settled trait of good character ln~xq.k

Utilitarianism The view that the greatest good for the greatest number 
is right

mi;ksfxrkokn

Logic The principles of correct reasoning rdZ'kkL=k

Reason The human power of logical thought rdZ] foosd

Dilemma A conflict between two duties or goods /eZladV

Metaphysics The study of the ultimate nature of reality rRoehekalk

Epistemology The study of knowledge and how we know Kkuehekalk

Free will The power to choose one’s own actions Lora=k bPNk

Determinism The view that all events are already caused fu;frokn] fu'p;okn

Relativism The view that truth varies by point of view lkis{kokn

Paradox A statement that seems self-contradictory yet true fojks/kHkkl

Conscience The inner sense of right and wrong varjkRek] foosd

Deontology Ethics grounded in duty and rules drZO;okn

Altruism Unselfish regard for others ijksidkfjrk

Existentialism The search for meaning in a free, uncertain life vfLrRookn

Empiricism The view that knowledge comes from experience vuqHkookn

Rationalism The view that knowledge comes from reason cqf¼okn] foosdokn

Hedonism The pursuit of pleasure as the highest good lq•okn

Scepticism The questioning of accepted certainties la'k;okn

Moral relativism The view that morality differs by culture uSfrd lkis{kokn

Stoicism Calm endurance and control of one’s desires fLFkrçKrk] LVksbdokn

Nihilism The belief that life has no inherent meaning 'kwU;okn

Fallacy A mistake in reasoning rdZnks"k] Hkzkafr

Syllogism An argument with two premises and a conclusion U;k;&okD;] vuqeku

Pragmatism Judging ideas by their practical results O;ogkjokn

Idealism The view that reality is essentially mental vkn'kZokn

Materialism The view that only matter truly exists HkkSfrdokn
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 Imagine a runaway trolley speeding toward five people tied to the track, who will surely die unless it is 
stopped. You stand beside a lever; pull it, and the trolley switches to a side track where it will kill only one. Do 
you pull it? Most people say yes without much hesitation: one death is a smaller evil than five. But now change 
a single detail. The only way to stop the trolley is to push a large stranger off a bridge into its path, killing him 
to save the five. The arithmetic is identical — one life for five — yet almost everyone now refuses. This famous 
puzzle exposes a deep crack in how we judge right and wrong. By the cold logic of consequences, the two cases 
are the same; but something in us insists that actively pushing a man to his death is different from merely 
diverting a danger. Philosophers have argued over it for decades without full agreement. Its value is not that it 
yields an answer, but that it forces us to see how tangled, and how little understood, our own moral instincts 
really are.
Q1.	 In the first case, what do most people choose to do?
	 (a)	 pull the lever to save five	 (b)	 refuse to act 
	 (c)	 free the one person	 (d)	 push a stranger
Q2.	 Why do people refuse in the second case?
	 (a)	 pushing a man feels different from diverting a danger
	 (b)	 the maths is different 
	 (c)	 five lives are less important	
	 (d)	 the trolley cannot be stopped
Q3.	 The word ‘arithmetic’ here refers to the -
	 (a)	 speed of the trolley	 (b)	 counting of lives lost and saved
	 (c)	 design of the track	 (d)	 weight of the stranger
Q4.	 The puzzle mainly exposes -
	 (a)	 a flaw in trolleys	 (b)	 a crack in how we judge right and wrong
	 (c)	 the danger of bridges	 (d)	 the need for levers
Q5.	 The author says the puzzle’s value is that it -
	 (a)	 gives a clear answer	 (b)	 forces us to see how tangled our instincts are
	 (c)	 proves consequences do not matter	 (d)	 settles the debate

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (A)   Most pull the lever, judging one death a smaller evil than five.
Q2  (A)   Though the arithmetic is identical, actively pushing a man feels morally different.
Q3  (B)   ‘The arithmetic is identical — one life for five’ means the counting of lives.
Q4  (B)   It reveals a deep inconsistency in our moral judgements.
Q5  (B)   Its worth is not an answer but making us see how little we understand our own instincts.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 Few ideas divide thinkers as sharply as the question of free will. When you choose tea over coffee, or tell 
the truth when a lie would serve you better, it feels beyond doubt that you could have chosen otherwise — that 
the decision was truly yours. Yet there is a troubling argument on the other side. Every choice you make is 
produced by your brain, and your brain is a physical thing, shaped by genes you did not pick and experiences 
you did not arrange, obeying the same laws of cause and effect as everything else in nature. If that is so, some 
philosophers argue, then your sense of free choice may be an illusion, and every act, however free it feels, 
was in truth determined long before you were aware of deciding. This position is called determinism, and its 
implications are unsettling, for our whole practice of praise, blame and punishment seems to rest on the belief 
that people could have acted differently. Most of us live as though we are free, and perhaps we must; but the 
argument is far harder to dismiss than it first appears.
Q1.	 When you make a choice, what does it feel like?
	 (a)	 that you could have chosen otherwise	 (b)	 that you had no say	
	 (c)	 that others decided for you	 (d)	 that choice is impossible
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Q2.	 What is the ‘troubling argument on the other side’?
	 (a)	 choices are made by chance	 (b)	 the brain obeys cause and effect like all nature
	 (c)	 free will is obvious	 (d)	 the future is unknown
Q3.	 The word ‘determinism’ in the passage names the view that -
	 (a)	 all acts are freely chosen	 (b)	 every act is already caused in advance
	 (c)	 nothing can be known	 (d)	 morality is a myth
Q4.	 Why are its implications ‘unsettling’?
	 (a)	 they make choice easy	
	 (b)	 they prove free will
	 (c)	 praise, blame and punishment assume we could act differently
	 (d)	 they end all debate
Q5.	 The author’s final view of the argument is that it is —
	 (a)	 easily dismissed	 (b)	 of no importance
	 (c)	 clearly false	 (d)	 harder to dismiss than it first appears

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (A)   The passage says it feels beyond doubt that the decision was truly yours.
Q2  (B)   It argues the brain is physical and law-bound, so choice may be pre-caused.
Q3  (B)   Determinism is defined as the view that every act was determined beforehand.
Q4  (C)   Our practice of praise and blame rests on the belief that people could have acted otherwise.
Q5  (D)   The close says the argument is far harder to dismiss than it first seems.
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Business & Management12
	 Business is the engine that turns ideas into goods, and human effort into a livelihood. At its simplest it 
begins with an entrepreneur — someone who spots a need others have missed, gathers the money, people and 
materials to meet it, shoulders the risk of failure, and offers the world something it is willing to pay for. Around 
this small, brave act has grown the vast and intricate machinery of management: the art of coordinating people, 
money and time toward a shared goal. A capable manager plans, organises, motivates and measures; a true 
leader does all that and something more, setting a direction and winning others willingly to it.
	 Markets are a stern teacher. They reward those who create real value and punish those who waste it — 
though never quite fairly, and rarely at once. Competition drives firms to improve, to innovate and to cut their 
costs, which benefits us all; yet the same relentless pursuit of profit, if left wholly unchecked, can tempt a 
company to cut dangerous corners as well.
	 The modern firm therefore lives in a constant tension between two masters: the shareholders who demand 
returns, and the wider society whose trust it must keep. To make money and to deserve it are not always the 
same thing, and the duty a company owes beyond its own profit is now discussed under the name of corporate 
social responsibility. Reputation, once an afterthought, has become as valuable as any factory or patent. 
Enterprises rise and fall with bewildering speed, but the underlying skills endure and can be learnt: to see an 
opportunity where others see none, to organise willing people around it, and to adapt, always, a little faster than 
the world is changing around you.
	 O;olk; og batu gS tks fopkjksa dks oLrqvksa esa vkSj ekuo&Je dks thfodk esa cnyrk gSA ljyre :i esa ;g ,d m|eh ls vkjaHk gksrk gS & 
og tks fdlh ,slh t:jr dks igpkurk gS ftls vkSjksa us vuns•k fd;k] mls iwjk djus ds fy, /u] yksx vkSj lkexzh tqVkrk gS] vliQyrk dk tksf•e 
mBkrk gS] vkSj lalkj dks dqN ,slk nsrk gS ftlds fy, og Hkqxrku dks rS;kj gksA bl NksVs] lkglh dk;Z ds pkjksa vksj çca/u dh fo'kky e'khujh 
fodflr gqbZ gS% yksxksa] /u vkSj le; dks ,d lk>k y{; dh vksj lefUor djus dh dykA ,d dq'ky çca/d ;kstuk cukrk] laxfBr djrk] çsfjr 
djrk vkSj ekirk gS_ ,d lPpk usrk ;g lc djrk gS vkSj dqN vf/d Hkh & fn'kk r; djrk vkSj vkSjksa dks LosPNk ls lkFk tksM+rk gSA
	 cktkj dBksj f'k{kd gSaA os mUgsa iqjLÑr djrs gSa tks okLrfod ewY; cukrs gSa vkSj mUgsa naM nsrs gSa tks mls cckZn djrs gSa & ;|fi dHkh iwjh 
rjg fu"i{krk ls ugha] vkSj 'kk;n gh rqjarA çfrLi/kZ daifu;ksa dks lq/kj] uokpkj vkSj ykxr ?kVkus dks ckè; djrh gS] ftlls lcdk ykHk gksrk gS_ 
fiQj Hkh ykHk dh ogh fujarj nkSM+] ;fn iwjh rjg vfu;af=kr NksM+ nh tk,] fdlh daiuh dks •rjukd jkLrs viukus ds fy, Hkh yqHkk ldrh gSA
	 blfy, vk/qfud daiuh nks Lokfe;ksa ds chp fujarj ruko esa jgrh gS% os 'ks;j/kjd tks çfriQy ek¡xrs gSa] vkSj og O;kid lekt ftldk 
fo'okl mls cuk, j•uk gSA /u dekuk vkSj mldk ik=k gksuk lnk ,d gh ckr ugha] vkSj vius ykHk ls ijs daiuh dk tks drZO; gS mls vc dkWikZsjsV 
lkekftd mÙkjnkf;Ro dgk tkrk gSA çfr"Bk] tks dHkh xkS.k Fkh] vc fdlh dkj•kus ;k isVsaV ftruh ewY;oku gks xbZ gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Venture A new business involving risk m|e] tksf•eiw.kZ dk;Z
Lucrative Producing a large profit ykHknk;d] equkiQs okyk
Strategy A careful plan to achieve a goal j.kuhfr] dk;Zuhfr
Delegate To give a task or power to another lkSaiuk] çR;k;ksftr djuk
Incentive A reward that motivates action çksRlkgu] çyksHku
Viable Capable of working successfully O;ogk;Z] fVdkÅ
Streamline To make a process simpler and more efficient lqO;ofLFkr djuk
Diversify To spread into varied products or areas fofo/hdj.k djuk
Leverage To use something to greatest advantage ykHk ds fy, mi;ksx djuk
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Resilient Able to recover from setbacks yphyk] lgu'khy

Collaborate To work jointly with others lg;ksx djuk

Pragmatic Dealing with things in a practical way O;kogkfjd

Acumen Keen skill in judgement, esp. Business lw>cw>] dq'kkxzrk

Solvent Able to pay one’s debts 'kks/{ke] ½.k pqdkus ;ksX;

Consolidate To combine and make stronger lqn`<+ djuk] ,dhÑr djuk

Forecast To predict a future trend iwokZuqeku djuk

Frugal Careful and sparing with money fdiQk;rh] ferO;;h

Shrewd Sharp and clever in practical matters prqj] nwjn'khZ

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Entrepreneur A person who starts and runs a new business m|eh

Stakeholder Anyone with an interest in a firm’s success fgr/kjd

Revenue The income a business earns from sales jktLo] vk;

Profit margin Profit shown as a share of revenue ykHk ekftZu

Market share A firm’s portion of total sales in a market cktkj fgLlsnkjh

Supply chain The network that makes and delivers a product vkiwfrZ J`a•yk

Branding The building of a product’s identity czkafMax

Productivity The output produced per unit of input mRikndrk

Startup A young, fast-growing new company LVkVZvi] uoks|e

Merger The joining of two firms into one foy;

Competitive advantage An edge that lets a firm beat rivals çfrLi/hZ ykHk

Corporate governance The rules for how a company is run dkWikZsjsV vfHk'kklu

Monopoly Control of an entire market by one seller ,dkf/dkj

Overheads The fixed, ongoing costs of running a business LFkk;h O;;] Åijh ykxr

Innovation The turning of a new idea into value uokpkj

Corporate social responsibil-
ity

A firm’s duty toward society dkWikZsjsV lkekftd mÙkjnkf;Ro

Cash flow The money moving into and out of a business udnh çokg

Insolvency The state of being unable to pay debts fnokfy;kiu

Return on investment The gain earned relative to the cost fuos'k ij çfriQy

Market segmentation Dividing buyers into distinct groups cktkj foHkktu

Niche market A small, specialised part of a market fof'k"V cktkj] vkyk cktkj

Break-even point Where total revenue just equals total cost ykHk&vykHk fcanq

Liability A debt or legal obligation of a firm ns;rk] nkf;Ro

Scalability The ability to grow without breaking down ekiuh;rk] foLrkj&{kerk

Asset Anything of value that a firm owns ifjlaifÙk] laifÙk

Equity The owners’ share in a company bfDoVh] LokfeRo va'k

Dividend A share of profit paid to shareholders ykHkka'k

Initial public offering A company’s first sale of shares to the public vkjafHkd lkoZtfud fuxZe 
(IPO)

Venture capital Money invested in risky new firms m|e iw¡th

Oligopoly A market controlled by a few large sellers vYikf/dkj
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 We celebrate the successful entrepreneur as a kind of hero, and rightly so, but we tell only the last chapter 
of the story. Behind almost every founder who built something lasting lie a string of earlier failures that no one 
remembers. We see only the summit and forget the long, stumbling climb, though it was the climb itself, and 
never the view, that slowly made the climber. The venture that ran out of money, the clever product no one 
wanted to buy, the partnership that broke apart — these are not the opposite of success but very often the road 
to it. In a healthy business culture, failure is not a mark of shame but a tuition fee, the price paid for a lesson 
that could be learnt no other way. This is why the fear of failing is so quietly destructive: it stops people from 
ever beginning. The founder who has failed twice and tried again has learnt what the cautious onlooker never 
will. A society that punishes honest failure too harshly does not, as it imagines, protect itself from waste. It 
merely ensures that fewer people will ever dare to build anything at all.
Q1.	 What part of the entrepreneur’s story do we usually tell?
	 (a)	 the early failures	 (b)	 the partnership quarrels
	 (c)	 the whole journey	 (d)	 only the last, successful chapter
Q2.	 How does the author describe earlier failures?
	 (a)	 the opposite of success	 (b)	 very often the road to success
	 (c)	 a permanent disgrace	 (d)	 a waste of time
Q3.	 In the passage, the word ‘venture’ refers to -
	 (a)	 a clever onlooker	 (b)	 a risky business undertaking
	 (c)	 a tuition fee	 (d)	 a lasting success
Q4.	 Failure is compared to a -
	 (a)	 tuition fee	 (b)	 mark of shame	
	 (c)	 broken partnership	 (d)	 clever product
Q5.	 A society that punishes honest failure too harshly -
	 (a)	 protects itself from waste	 (b)	 produces more founders
	 (c)	 ensures fewer people dare to build	 (d)	 becomes wealthier

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (D)   The passage opens by contrasting the private misfortune of the past with today’s shared shocks.
Q2  (B)   It is defined as connecting the world’s economies through trade, travel and communication.
Q3  (B)   Benefits listed include cheaper goods, spreading ideas and poverty reduced.
Q4  (A)   Deep interdependence means no nation, however powerful, can stand alone.
Q5  (C)   The close states problems are global while politics remains national, and the two clash.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 For a long time the purpose of a company was thought to be settled and simple: to make as much money 
as possible for those who owned it. Anything else was a distraction. That comfortable certainty is now under 
serious question. A firm does not operate in a vacuum; it draws workers from a community, resources from the 
earth, and custom from the public, and each of these is a stakeholder in what it does, with an interest that a 
narrow focus on profit can quietly harm. A factory may enrich its shareholders for a decade while poisoning the 
river its neighbours drink from — a gain on the balance sheet bought with a loss that never appears there. The 
newer view, gathered under the phrase corporate social responsibility, holds that a business must answer not 
only to its owners but to all whom it affects. Critics call this soft-headed and warn it will blunt the drive that 
makes firms efficient. Its defenders reply that a company which destroys the society around it is, in the long 
run, sawing off the branch on which it sits.
Q1.	 What was long thought to be a company’s purpose?
	 (a)	 to protect the river	 (b)	 to make as much money as possible for owners
	 (c)	 to employ everyone	 (d)	 to obey the public
Q2.	 In the passage, a ‘stakeholder’ is anyone who -
	 (a)	 owns the company alone	 (b)	 has an interest in what the firm does
	 (c)	 competes with the firm	 (d)	 dislikes business
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Q3.	 The factory example shows a gain -
	 (a)	 that helps everyone
	 (b)	 bought with a loss that never appears on the balance sheet
	 (c)	 with no cost at all
	 (d)	 that ruins the shareholders
Q4.	 What do critics say about corporate social responsibility?
	 (a)	 it makes firms richer	 (b)	 it is soft-headed and blunts efficiency
	 (c)	 it is legally required	 (d)	 it destroys society
Q5.	 Its defenders argue that harming society is like -
	 (a)	 watering a plant	 (b)	 sawing off the branch one sits on	
	 (c)	 building a factory	 (d)	 paying a fee

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (A)   The old view held the sole purpose was maximising profit for owners.
Q2  (B)   Workers, the community and the public are named as stakeholders with an interest.
Q3  (B)   Enriching shareholders while poisoning the river is a gain bought with an unrecorded loss.
Q4  (B)   Critics call it soft-headed and warn it will blunt the drive that makes firms efficient.
Q5  (A)   Defenders say such a firm is, in the long run, sawing off the branch it sits on.
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Law & Business13
	 The law is the set of rules a society agrees to live by, and justice is the ideal those rules are meant to serve. 
In most modern states the two are kept in motion by a clear division of labour: an elected legislature makes the 
laws, an executive applies them, and courts interpret them and settle the disputes that arise. When a quarrel 
breaks out, it is decided not by force or by wealth but by procedure — evidence is gathered and weighed, both 
sides are heard, and a judge reaches a verdict according to the law and the facts before him.
	 Two great principles hold the whole structure up. The first is that everyone stands equal before the law, the 
powerful no less bound by it than the humble. The second is that a person is presumed innocent until proven 
guilty, so that the burden of proof rests on the accuser and not on the accused. Law itself divides broadly into 
two streams — criminal law, which punishes offences against society as a whole, and civil law, which resolves 
disputes between private parties.
	 Yet law and justice, though they travel together, are not the same. A law can be perfectly legal and still be 
deeply unjust, and history is full of wicked laws overturned at last by those brave enough to defy them. There is, 
too, the hard problem of access: justice delayed is justice denied, and the poor often cannot afford the lawyers 
and the long waiting that the wealthy can absorb without pain. Above it all stands one fragile, precious idea — 
the rule of law, the insistence that power itself, the government’s power most of all, must bow to the law rather 
than stand above it. It is the thin thread on which every free society finally hangs.
	 dkuwu os fu;e gSa ftu ij pyus dks lekt lger gksrk gS] vkSj U;k; og vkn'kZ gS ftldh lsok os fu;e djrs gSaA vf/dka'k vk/qfud jkT;ksa 

esa nksuksa dks Je&foHkktu ls xfreku j•k tkrk gS% ,d fuokZfpr fo/kf;dk dkuwu cukrh gS] dk;Zikfydk mUgsa ykxw djrh gS] vkSj U;k;ky; mudh 

O;k[;k djrs rFkk mBs fooknksa dks fuiVkrs gSaA tc >xM+k mBrk gS] rks mldk fu.kZ; cy ;k /u ls ugha cfYd çfØ;k ls gksrk gS & lk{; tqVk;k 

vkSj rkSyk tkrk gS] nksuksa i{k lqus tkrs gSa] vkSj U;k;k/h'k dkuwu rFkk rF;ksa ds vuqlkj fu.kZ; ij igq¡prk gSA

	 nks egku fl¼kar iwjs <k¡ps dks Fkkes j•rs gSaA igyk ;g fd dkuwu ds le{k lc leku gSa] 'kfDr'kkyh Hkh mrus gh c¡/s ftrus lk/kj.k tuA 

nwljk ;g fd O;fDr rc rd funkZs"k ekuk tkrk gS tc rd nks"k fl¼ u gks] rkfd çek.k dk Hkkj vfHk;qDr ij ugha cfYd vfHk;ksDrk ij gksA dkuwu 

Lo;a eksVs rkSj ij nks /kjkvksa esa c¡Vrk gS & vkijkf/d dkuwu] tks lekt ds fo#¼ vijk/ksa dks nafMr djrk gS] vkSj nhokuh dkuwu] tks futh i{kksa ds 

chp fookn lqy>krk gSA

	 fiQj Hkh dkuwu vkSj U;k;] lkFk pyrs gq, Hkh] ,d ugha gSaA dksbZ dkuwu iwjh rjg oS/ gks ldrk gS vkSj fiQj Hkh xgjs :i ls vU;k;iw.kZ] vkSj 

bfrgkl ,sls cqjs dkuwuksa ls Hkjk gS tks varr% mu lkgfl;ksa }kjk iyVs x, ftUgksaus mUgsa pqukSrh nhA ,d dfBu leL;k igq¡p dh Hkh gS% U;k; esa nsjh 

U;k; ls oafpr djuk gS] vkSj xjhc vDlj os odhy vkSj yack bartkj ugha tqVk ikrs ftUgsa /uh lg ysrs gSaA bu lcds Åij ,d uktqd] vueksy 

fopkj •M+k gS & fof/ dk 'kklu] ;g vkxzg fd 'kfDr Lo;a] fo'ks"kdj ljdkj dh 'kfDr] dkuwu ds Åij ugha cfYd mlds v/hu gksA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Litigation The process of taking a dispute to court eqdnesckth] okn
Acquit To declare a person not guilty nks"keqDr djuk] cjh djuk
Liable Legally responsible for something mÙkjnk;h] ftEesnkj
Testimony Evidence given by a witness in court xokgh] lk{;
Impartial Not favouring either side; fair fu"i{k
Breach The breaking of a law or agreement mYya?ku] Hkax
Redress A remedy or setting right of a wrong fuokj.k] çfrdkj
Uphold To keep a law or decision in force cuk, j•uk] leFkZu djuk
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Coerce To force someone by threat or pressure ckè; djuk] ncko Mkyuk

Grievance A formal complaint about a wrong f'kdk;r] ifjosnuk

Sanction A penalty for breaking a rule naM] çfrca/

Waive To give up a right or claim vf/R;kx djuk] NksM+ nsuk

Indict To formally charge with a crime vfHk;ksx yxkuk

Pardon The official forgiving of an offence {keknku

Exonerate To clear of blame or guilt funkZs"k Bgjkuk] cjh djuk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Judiciary The whole system of law courts U;k;ikfydk

Plaintiff The party who brings a case to court oknh

Defendant The party accused or sued in a case çfroknh] vfHk;qDr

Verdict A court’s formal decision fu.kZ;

Bail Release before trial in return for security tekur

Precedent A ruling that guides later, similar cases iwoZfu.kZ;] uthj

Jurisdiction The authority of a court to hear a case vf/dkj {ks=k

Criminal law Law dealing with offences against society vkijkf/d dkuwu

Civil law Law dealing with disputes between parties nhokuh dkuwu

Burden of proof The duty to prove one’s claim çek.k dk Hkkj] lcwr dk nk-
f;Ro

Due process The guarantee of fair legal procedure mfpr fof/d çfØ;k

Acquittal A verdict of not guilty nks"keqfDr] cjh gksuk

Injunction A court order to do or stop doing something fu"ks/kKk] vkns'k

Habeas corpus Protection against unlawful detention canh çR;{khdj.k

Affidavit A written statement sworn to be true 'kiFki=k] gyiQukek

Tribunal A body set up to settle certain disputes vf/dj.k] U;k;kf/dj.k

Statute A formal written law passed by a legislature vf/fu;e

Appeal A request to a higher court to review a decision vihy] iqujkosnu

Damages Money awarded to make good a wrong gtkZuk] {kfriwfrZ

Plea The accused person’s formal answer to a charge vfHkopu] nyhy

Sentence The punishment a court imposes naMkns'k] ltk

Prosecution The side that brings a criminal charge vfHk;kstu i{k

Witness A person who gives evidence in court xokg] lk{kh

Legislation Laws made by a law-making body fo/ku] vf/fu;eu

Conviction A formal finding that a person is guilty nks"kflf¼

Arbitration Settling a dispute through a neutral third party ekè;LFke] eè;LFkrk

Contempt of court Disobedience or disrespect toward a court U;k;ky; dh voekuuk

Parole The early release of a prisoner on conditions iSjksy] l'krZ fjgkbZ

Cross-examination The questioning of the other side’s witness ftjg] çfr&ijh{kk

Bailable (Of an offence) one for which bail may be granted tekurh
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 One rule sits at the very heart of a fair legal system, and it often troubles those who first meet it: a person 
is presumed innocent until proven guilty. It means that the whole weight of proof falls upon the accuser, and 
that a court must free a man it strongly suspects if his guilt has not been established beyond reasonable doubt. 
To the impatient, this can seem an obstacle to justice, a shield behind which the wicked escape. Why, they 
demand, should a court ever be made to set free a person whom it has good reason to believe is guilty? But 
the principle rests on a hard-won wisdom. It is far worse, most legal thinkers hold, for a society to punish one 
innocent person than to let several guilty ones go free, because a state that may jail a citizen on mere suspicion 
is a danger to every citizen, not only the guilty. The presumption of innocence is therefore not a loophole but 
a wall — a limit placed upon the enormous power of the state, protecting the ordinary person from the terrible 
weight that power could otherwise bring to bear on anyone at all.
Q1.	 What rule sits ‘at the very heart’ of a fair legal system?
	 (a)	 the accused must prove innocence	 (b)	 a person is presumed innocent until proven 

guilty
	 (c)	 the state is always right	 (d)	 the rich win their cases
Q2.	 On whom does the burden of proof fall?
	 (a)	 the accused	 (b)	 the accuser
	 (c)	 the judge	 (d)	 the witness
Q3.	 The word ‘impatient’ here describes people who -
	 (a)	 want quick punishment	 (b)	 study the law carefully
	 (c)	 defend the accused	 (d)	 respect the rule
Q4.	 Why is punishing one innocent person worse than freeing several guilty ones?
	 (a)	 it costs more	 (b)	 a state that jails on suspicion threatens everyone
	 (c)	 the guilty deserve freedom	 (d)	 judges prefer it
Q5.	 The presumption of innocence is compared to -
	 (a)	 a loophole	 (b)	 a wall limiting state power
	 (c)	 an open door	 (d)	 a heavy chain

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   The passage centres on the presumption of innocence.
Q2  (B)   It means the whole weight of proof falls upon the accuser.
Q3  (A)   To the impatient the rule seems an obstacle — they want swift justice, not delay.
Q4  (B)   A state that may jail on mere suspicion is a danger to every citizen.
Q5  (B)   It is called ‘not a loophole but a wall’ — a limit on the state’s power.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 Justice, we like to believe, is blind — indifferent to a person’s wealth or standing. On the page this is true, 
for the law makes no distinction between rich and poor. In practice, a quieter kind of inequality creeps in, and 
its name is delay. A wealthy company sued for a wrong it has done can hire skilled lawyers, file appeal upon 
appeal, and stretch a case across many years without discomfort, for time costs it little. The ordinary person on 
the other side has no such luxury; each month of litigation drains his savings and his spirit, until at last, worn 
down and unable to wait, he accepts a poor settlement simply to end the ordeal. The court has favoured no one, 
and yet the outcome has been decided less by the merits of the case than by the depth of each side’s pockets. 
This is why reformers insist that speed is not a mere convenience in the law but a part of justice itself, and that 
a right which arrives too late to be of use has, for the one who needed it, scarcely arrived at all.
Q1.	 ‘Justice is blind’ is said to be true -
	 (a)	 nowhere at all	 (b)	 on the page, in the written law
	 (c)	 only for the rich	 (d)	 only in poor countries
Q2.	 What ‘quieter kind of inequality’ creeps in?
	 (a)	 delay	 (b)	 bribery
	 (c)	 violence	 (d)	 secrecy
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Q3.	 In the passage, ‘litigation’ means the —
	 (a)	 hiring of workers	 (b)	 paying of a fine 	
	 (c)	 process of pursuing a case in court	 (d)	 writing of a law
Q4.	 Why does the ordinary person accept a poor settlement?
	 (a)	 he wins easily
	 (b)	 he is worn down and cannot wait
	 (c)	 the law forbids delay
	 (d)	 he is wealthy
Q5.	 Reformers insist that speed in the law is —
	 (a)	 a mere convenience	 (b)	 harmful to the poor
	 (c)	 unimportant	 (d)	 a part of justice itself

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   On paper the law makes no distinction between rich and poor.
Q2  (A)   The passage names delay as the hidden inequality.
Q3  (C)   ‘Each month of litigation drains his savings’ shows it means pursuing a case in court.
Q4  (B)   Drained by delay, he settles cheaply just to end the ordeal.
Q5  (D)   The close argues speed is not convenience but part of justice.
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Media & Communication14
	 Communication is how ideas travel between minds, and the media are the channels through which they 
reach not one listener but the many. For most of human history that channel was speech, and then the printed 
page; today it is a ceaseless torrent of screens. Newspapers, television and, above all, the internet now carry 
information across the whole world in an instant, handing to ordinary people both a voice and an audience they 
could never have had before. This has been called the democratisation of information: anyone at all can now 
publish, and no single gatekeeper can wholly control what is said.
	 But the very speed that spreads knowledge spreads falsehood just as fast, and often faster, for a lie that 
flatters or frightens travels more eagerly than a dull truth. Rumour, propaganda and invented ‘news’ now race 
around the globe before the correction can lace its boots. Worse, the platforms that carry them are built above 
all to hold our attention, and so they tend to show each of us only what we already agree with, sealing us into 
comfortable echo chambers where our own beliefs return to us unchallenged.
	 Through all this, a free and responsible press remains one of the true pillars of a democracy, holding power 
to account and giving citizens the honest information on which any real debate depends. Yet the media are also 
a business, living on advertising and on clicks, and the constant pressure to attract eyes can pull them away 
from patient accuracy toward easy sensation. The central difficulty of our age, then, is a strange one. It is no 
longer a shortage of information, of which we have more than any people in history, but the growing hardness 
of the simplest task of all — telling what is true from what is merely loud.
	 lapkj og gS ftlls fopkj euksa ds chp ;k=kk djrs gSa] vkSj ehfM;k os ekè;e gSa ftuls os ,d Jksrk rd ugha cfYd vusd rd igq¡prs gSaA 

ekuo bfrgkl ds vf/dka'k le; og ekè;e ok.kh Fkh] fiQj eqfær i`"B_ vkt og LØhuksa dh vfojke /kjk gSA lekpkj&i=k] Vsyhfotu vkSj lcls 

c<+dj baVjusV vc lwpuk dks iy Hkj esa iwjs lalkj esa ys tkrs gSa] vkSj lk/kj.k yksxksa dks ,d vkokt rFkk Jksrk&lewg nsrs gSa tks igys dHkh laHko 

u FkkA bls lwpuk dk yksdra=khdj.k dgk x;k gS% vc dksbZ Hkh çdkf'kr dj ldrk gS] vkSj dksbZ ,d }kjiky ;g iwjh rjg fu;af=kr ugha dj ldrk 

fd D;k dgk tk,A

	 ij ogh xfr tks Kku iQSykrh gS] >wB dks Hkh mruh gh rsth ls] cfYd vDlj rst] iQSykrh gS] D;ksafd tks >wB cgykrk ;k Mjkrk gS og fdlh 

uhjl lR; ls vf/d mRlqdrk ls nkSM+rk gSA viQokg] nq"çpkj vkSj x<+h gqbZ ^•cjsa* lq/kj ds twrs ck¡/us ls igys gh nqfu;k Hkj esa nkSM+ tkrh gSaA blls 

Hkh cqjk ;g fd tks eap bUgsa <ksrs gSa os lcls c<+dj gekjk è;ku ck¡/us dks cus gSa] blfy, os geesa ls çR;sd dks çk;% ogh fn•krs gSa ftlls ge 

igys gh lger gSa] vkSj gesa ,sls vkjkensg ^çfrèofu&d{kksa* esa can dj nsrs gSa tgk¡ gekjh viuh ekU;rk,¡ fcuk pqukSrh ds ykSV vkrh gSaA

	 bu lcds chp ,d Lora=k vkSj mÙkjnk;h çsl yksdra=k ds lPps LraHkksa esa ls ,d cuk jgrk gS] tks lÙkk dks tokcnsg Bgjkrk gS vkSj ukxfjdksa 

dks og bZekunkj lwpuk nsrk gS ftl ij dksbZ lPph cgl fuHkZj djrh gSA fiQj Hkh ehfM;k ,d O;olk; Hkh gS] tks foKkiu vkSj fDyd ij thrk 

gS] vkSj vk¡•sa •hapus dk fujarj ncko mls /S;Ziw.kZ lVhdrk ls gVkdj lLrh luluh dh vksj •hap ldrk gSA blfy, gekjs ;qx dh dsaæh; dfBukbZ 

fofp=k gS% vc lwpuk dh deh ugha] cfYd lcls ljy dk;Z dk dfBu gksrs tkuk — ;g crkuk fd lp D;k gS vkSj dsoy 'kksj D;kA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Convey To communicate or make known laçsf"kr djuk] crkuk
Disseminate To spread widely, esp. Information çlkfjr djuk] iQSykuk
Credible Able to be believed; trustworthy fo'oluh;
Sensational Causing great excitement or shock luluh•st
Censor To suppress or ban part of a message lsalj djuk] nckuk
Objective Free from personal feeling; unbiased oLrqfu"B] fu"i{k
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Coverage The reporting given to an event dojst] lekpkj&çlkj

Articulate To express an idea clearly Li"V :i ls O;Dr djuk

Rhetoric Language designed to persuade vyadkfjd Hkk"kk] okfXerk

Distort To twist or misrepresent the truth foÑr djuk] rksM+&ejksM+uk

Fabricate To invent something false x<+uk] eux<+ar cukuk

Viral Spreading rapidly and widely online ok;jy] rsth ls iQSyus okyk

Explicit Stated plainly and openly Li"V] lqLi"V

Exaggerate To make something seem larger than it is c<+k&p<+kdj dguk

Partisan Strongly biased toward one party or side i{kikrh] nyxr

Verify To check that something is true lR;kfir djuk] tk¡puk

Provocative Meant to stir a strong reaction HkM+dkÅ] mÙkstd

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Mass media Channels that reach very large audiences tulapkj ekè;e

Journalism The gathering and reporting of news i=kdkfjrk

Propaganda Biased information spread to persuade nq"çpkj] çpkj

Misinformation False information spread without intent to deceive xyr lwpuk

Disinformation False information spread deliberately to deceive nq"çpkj] Hkzked lwpuk

Censorship The suppression of speech or content lsaljf'ki] vfHkO;fDr&fu;a=k.k

Broadcast The sending out of a programme to many çlkj.k

Echo chamber A space where one hears only one’s own views çfrèofu&d{k

Algorithm The rules a platform uses to choose content ,YxksfjÁ

Circulation The number of copies of a paper distributed çlkj la[;k

Press freedom The right to report without state control çsl dh Lora=krk

Public opinion The shared views of the general population tuer] yksder

Advertising Paid promotion of a product or idea foKkiu

Editorial An article giving a paper’s own opinion laikndh;

Fake news Fabricated stories presented as real news iQthZ lekpkj

Source The origin of a piece of information lzksr] lw=k

Transparency Openness about methods and motives ikjnf'kZrk

Gatekeeper One who controls what information passes }kjiky] fu;a=kd

Sensationalism The use of shock to attract attention luluh•strk

Defamation The harming of a reputation by falsehood ekugkfu

Bias A systematic slant in reporting i{kikr] >qdko

Clickbait Content made only to attract clicks fDydcsV

Medium A single means of communication ekè;e

Free press Independent news media free of control Lora=k çsl

Social media Online platforms where users share content lks'ky ehfM;k

Tabloid A small paper focused on sensational news VSCykW;M] luluh•st v•ckj

Libel A written false statement that harms a reputation vieku&ys•] ekugkfu

Op-ed An opinion article by an outside writer fopkj&ys•

Fourth estate The press seen as a pillar of society pkSFkk LraHk (çsl)
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 A curious study of how news spreads online found something that ought to worry us all. A false story, the 
researchers discovered, travels farther, faster and to more people than a true one — and not because of any 
secret machinery, but because of us. The machinery of the internet does not create our appetite for a startling 
tale; it merely feeds it, carrying the tale faster and further than any rumour of an earlier age could ever have 
travelled. Falsehood, when it is well made, is more surprising than the truth; it flatters what we wish to believe, 
or feeds a fear we already hold, and so we share it before we have paused to check. A correction, when it comes, 
is duller, arrives later, and reaches only a fraction of those who saw the original. This is why simply flooding 
the world with more information does not cure the problem, and may even deepen it. The remedy is slower and 
harder. It is the patient building, in each of us, of a small habit of doubt — the reflex to ask, before pressing 
‘share’, one plain question: how do I actually know that this is true?
Q1.	 What did the study find about a false story?
	 (a)	 it spreads more slowly than truth	 (b)	 it travels farther and faster than the truth
	 (c)	 it is never shared	 (d)	 it is always corrected
Q2.	 Why do people share falsehood so readily?
	 (a)	 it is dull	 (b)	 it surprises us and feeds what we wish to believe
	 (c)	 it is always checked first	 (d)	 it is hard to understand
Q3.	 In the passage, a ‘correction’ is -
	 (a)	 the original false story	 (b)	 a shared post
	 (c)	 a kind of fear	 (d)	 the setting right of a false story
Q4.	 Why might more information deepen the problem?
	 (a)	 truth spreads best
	 (b)	 corrections travel fastest
	 (c)	 flooding the world with information does not cure it
	 (d)	 people stop sharing
Q5.	 The remedy the author offers is -
	 (a)	 banning all news	 (b)	 a personal habit of doubt before sharing
	 (c)	 sharing more often	 (d)	 trusting every story

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   The study found falsehood travels farther, faster and wider than truth.
Q2  (B)   Falsehood is more surprising and flatters our beliefs or fears, so we share it unchecked.
Q3  (D)   A correction is the later, duller setting-right that reaches fewer people.
Q4  (C)   The passage says simply adding more information does not cure and may deepen the problem.
Q5  (B)   The close urges the reflex to ask ‘how do I know this is true?’ before sharing.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 Not long ago, a person read the one or two newspapers that came to the town, and however imperfect 
they were, his neighbour read them too, so that a community shared a common set of facts to argue about. The 
internet has quietly dissolved that shared ground. Today each of us is served a private stream of news, chosen 
by unseen algorithms to match what we have clicked on before. The effect is comfortable and deeply divisive. 
Two people in the same street may now inhabit entirely different pictures of the world, each certain of his facts, 
each fed only the views that confirm them. This is what is meant by an echo chamber — a closed space in which 
one’s own opinions echo back, magnified and never questioned. Within it, those who disagree begin to seem not 
merely mistaken but mad or wicked, since one never meets the reasons they might give. The danger is not that 
we are told what to think, but that we are quietly prevented from ever hearing that anyone thinks otherwise.
Q1.	 What did neighbours once share, according to the passage?
	 (a)	 the same private stream	 (b)	 a common set of facts to argue about
	 (c)	 the same opinions exactly	 (d)	 nothing at all
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Q2.	 How is each person’s news now chosen?
	 (a)	 by the neighbour	 (b)	 by the government
	 (c)	 by unseen algorithms matching past clicks	 (d)	 at random
Q3.	 In the passage, an ‘echo chamber’ is a space where -
	 (a)	 many views are heard	 (b)	 one’s own opinions echo back unquestioned
	 (c)	 news is banned	 (d)	 strangers meet
Q4.	 Inside it, those who disagree come to seem -
	 (a)	 mad or wicked	 (b)	 reasonable 	
	 (c)	 friendly	 (d)	 well-informed
Q5.	 The real danger, the author says, is that we are -
	 (a)	 prevented from hearing that others think otherwise
	 (b)	 told what to think
	 (c)	 given too many facts
	 (d)	 left without any news

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   A town once shared common facts from the same few newspapers.
Q2  (C)   Algorithms serve each a private stream based on what they clicked before.
Q3  (B)   It is defined as a closed space where one’s own opinions return magnified and unchallenged.
Q4  (A)   Never meeting their reasons, one starts to see opponents as mad or wicked.
Q5  (A)   The close: the danger is being quietly stopped from hearing that anyone thinks differently.
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Art, Literature & Language15
	 Art is the human attempt to give shape to feeling and meaning — in paint and stone, in music, and above 
all in words. Literature is that attempt made in language: the novel, the poem, the play, the essay. Unlike a 
report, which tells us plainly what happened, literature shows us what it was like, letting us live for a while 
inside another person’s mind, and feel from within a grief or a joy we have never known. Through metaphor 
and image, a single fine poem can say in ten lines what a whole argument could not, reaching a truth that plain 
statement somehow cannot hold.
	 Language itself is the deeper marvel on which all this rests — a system of sounds and marks by which a 
private thought in one skull becomes a shared thing in another. Every language, moreover, carries its own way 
of seeing the world, its own untranslatable words and turns of mind; and so when a language dies, as many 
now are dying, a whole way of understanding the world quietly dies along with it.
	 Great writing endures across centuries because it speaks to what does not change in us: love, loss, 
ambition, fear, the strangeness of being alive and knowing we must die. Styles rise and fall — the ornate gives 
way to the plain, the romantic to the hard-eyed realist — but beneath the changing fashion the purpose holds. 
Art does not make things happen in the blunt way a law or a machine does; its work is quieter, slower, and in 
the end no less important. It is to widen our narrow sympathies, to sharpen our dulled senses, and to remind 
us, when we have half forgotten, what it actually means to be alive.
	 dyk euq"; dk og ç;kl gS tks Hkkouk vkSj vFkZ dks :i nsrk gS & jax vkSj iRFkj esa] laxhr esa] vkSj lcls c<+dj 'kCnksa esaA lkfgR; ogh 

ç;kl gS tks Hkk"kk esa fd;k tkrk gS% miU;kl] dfork] ukVd] fuca/A fdlh fooj.k ds foijhr] tks likV :i ls crkrk gS fd D;k ?kVk] lkfgR; gesa 

fn•krk gS fd og dSlk Fkk] vkSj dqN nsj ds fy, gesa fdlh nwljs ds eu ds Hkhrj thus nsrk gS] rFkk fdlh ,sls nq%• ;k vkuan dks Hkhrj ls vuqHko 

djkrk gS ftls geus dHkh ugha tkukA :id vkSj fcac ds ekè;e ls ,d vPNh dfork nl iafDr;ksa esa og dg ldrh gS tks ,d iwjk rdZ ugha dg 

ikrkA

	 Hkk"kk Lo;a og xgjk vk'p;Z gS ftl ij ;g lc fVdk gS & èofu;ksa vkSj fpÉksa dh ,d ç.kkyh ftlls ,d •ksiM+h dk futh fopkj nwljh 

esa lk>k oLrq cu tkrk gSA blds vykok gj Hkk"kk lalkj dks ns•us dk viuk <ax j•rh gS] vius vuuqoknuh; 'kCn vkSj lksp ds eksM+_ blfy, tc 

dksbZ Hkk"kk ejrh gS] tSls vusd vkt ej jgh gSa] rks lalkj dks le>us dk ,d iwjk rjhdk pqipki mlds lkFk ej tkrk gSA

	 egku ys•u lfn;ksa rd fVdrk gS D;ksafd og mlls ckr djrk gS tks geesa ugha cnyrk% çse] gkfu] egRokdka{kk] Hk;] thfor gksus vkSj ;g 

tkuus dh fofp=krk fd gesa ejuk gSA 'kSfy;k¡ mBrh&fxjrh gSa & vyaÑr lkns dks LFkku nsrk gS] LoPNanrkoknh dBksj ;FkkFkZoknh dks & ij cnyrh 

iQS'ku ds uhps mís'; fLFkj jgrk gSA dyk oLrqvksa dks ml HkksaMs <ax ls ugha ?kVkrh tSls dksbZ dkuwu ;k e'khu_ mldk dk;Z 'kkar] /hek] vkSj varr% 

de egRoiw.kZ ughaA og gekjh ladh.kZ lgkuqHkwfr;ksa dks foLr`r djuk] gekjh dqan bafæ;ksa dks rh{.k djuk] vkSj gesa ;kn fnykuk gS fd thfor gksus dk 

lpeqp vFkZ D;k gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Evocative Bringing strong feelings or images to mind Hkko&tkx`r djus okyk] 
míhid

Aesthetic Concerned with beauty and its appreciation lkSan;Zijd] dykRed
Vivid Producing bright, clear pictures in the mind ltho] Li"V
Subtle Fine and delicate; not obvious lw{e] ckjhd
Ornate Richly and elaborately decorated vyaÑr] lqlfTtr
Timeless Not affected by the passing of time dkykrhr] 'kk'or
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Poignant Deeply moving; touching the heart eeZLi'khZ
Abstract Existing in thought, not as a concrete object vewrZ] HkkokRed
Nuance A subtle shade of meaning or feeling lw{e Hksn] ckjhdh
Eloquent Fluent and expressive in speech or writing okXeh] çHkko'kkyh
Lyrical Expressing emotion in a song-like way xhrkRed] Hkkoiw.kZ
Evoke To call a feeling or memory to mind txkuk] Lej.k djkuk
Mundane Ordinary and dull; everyday lkalkfjd] uhjl
Sublime Of the highest beauty, grandeur or awe mnkÙk] vR;qRÑ"V
Interpret To explain the meaning of something O;k[;k djuk] vFkZ yxkuk
Depict To show or portray in art or words fpf=kr djuk] o.kZu djuk
Intricate Having many fine, connected details tfVy] isphnk
Captivating Holding the attention completely eueksgd] ea=keqX/ djus okyk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Metaphor A comparison made without ‘like’ or ‘as’ :id
Simile A comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’ miek
Imagery Language that appeals to the senses fcac&fo/ku] fp=kkRedrk
Narrative A story or the telling of one dFkk] o`Ùkkar
Genre A category or type of art or writing fo/k] 'kSyh
Protagonist The main character of a work uk;d] çeq• ik=k
Theme The central idea running through a work fo"k;oLrq] ewy Hkko
Irony A gap between what is said and what is meant foMacuk] O;aX;
Tone The writer’s attitude toward the subject Loj] ygtk
Prose Ordinary written or spoken language x|
Verse Writing arranged in poetic lines i|] Nan
Allegory A story with a hidden symbolic meaning :id&dFkk] vU;ksfDr
Satire Writing that mocks folly to criticise it O;aX;
Aesthetics The philosophy of beauty and art lkSan;Z'kkL=k
Syntax The arrangement of words in a sentence okD;&jpuk] okD;&foU;kl
Connotation An implied or emotional meaning of a word HkkokFkZ] èoU;kFkZ
Rhetoric The art of persuasive language vyadkj&'kkL=k] okfXerk
Motif A recurring image or idea in a work vuqL;wr Hkko] çfr:i
Personification Giving human traits to non-human things ekuohdj.k
Dialect A regional form of a language cksyh] miHkk"kk
Symbolism The use of symbols to stand for ideas çrhdokn
Hyperbole Deliberate, obvious exaggeration vfr'k;ksfDr
Alliteration The repeating of a sound at the start of words vuqçkl
Figurative language Language used in a non-literal way vkyadkfjd Hkk"kk] yk{kf.kd 

Hkk"kk
Antagonist The character who opposes the hero çfruk;d] •yuk;d
Plot The sequence of events in a story dFkkud
Climax The point of greatest tension in a story pjeksRd"kZ
Oxymoron A phrase that joins two opposite words fojks/kHkklh ;qXe
Euphemism A mild word used in place of a harsh one f'k"VksfDr] e`nwfDr
Denotation The plain, literal meaning of a word vfHk/kFkZ] 'kkfCnd vFkZ
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 People sometimes ask what a novel is good for, as though a story that never happened could teach us 
nothing real. The answer is that fiction does something no textbook can: it lets us try on another life. For the 
length of a book we are quietly permitted to become someone else entirely, and we come back from it, in some 
small way, changed. When we follow a character through hundreds of pages — sharing her hopes, wincing 
at her mistakes, feeling from the inside a fear or a longing we have never known — we are, in a quiet way, 
practising the difficult art of understanding another human being. This is why readers of fiction are often found 
to be a little better at sensing what others feel; the novel is a kind of gymnasium for empathy. A history book 
can tell us that a famine killed thousands, a fact we nod at and forget. A novel can make us stand in one hungry 
family’s single room, and having stood there, we do not quite forget. The story that never happened has taught 
us something truer than a fact: what the fact would feel like, were it our own.
Q1.	 What does fiction do that a textbook cannot, according to the passage?
	 (a)	 list dates	 (b)	 let us try on another life
	 (c)	 teach arithmetic	 (d)	 report famines
Q2.	 The novel is called a ‘gymnasium’ for -
	 (a)	 memory	 (b)	 history 
	 (c)	 grammar	 (d)	 empathy
Q3.	 In the passage, ‘empathy’ means the ability to - 
	 (a)	 remember facts	 (b)	 forget grief 
	 (c)	 write novels	 (d)	 sense and share what others feel
Q4.	 How does a history book’s account of a famine affect us?
	 (a)	 we stand in the hungry room	 (b)	 we nod at the fact and forget it
	 (c)	 we feel it deeply	 (d)	 we refuse to read it
Q5.	 The passage concludes that a story can teach us -
	 (a)	 nothing real	 (b)	 how to write history
	 (c)	 only false things	 (d)	 what a fact would feel like as our own

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (B)   The passage says fiction lets us try on another life from the inside.
Q2  (D)   It is called ‘a kind of gymnasium for empathy’ — a place to practise understanding others.
Q3  (D)   Empathy here is sensing what others feel — the art the novel exercises.
Q4  (B)   A fact about thousands dying is one ‘we nod at and forget’.
Q5  (D)   The close: fiction teaches what the fact would feel like, were it our own.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 Every fortnight, somewhere in the world, the last fluent speaker of a language dies, and with that quiet 
death a whole way of seeing the world is lost forever. It is not only a stock of words that dies, but an entire 
manner of noticing the world, of dividing and naming experience, that no other tongue ever held in quite the 
same way. To many this seems a small thing; surely, they reason, it is more convenient if we all speak a few 
great languages and understand one another easily. But a language is far more than a set of labels for things 
that exist anyway. Each one carries words for feelings and distinctions that other tongues simply cannot 
express, ideas that vanish the moment the last speaker falls silent. A language that has forty words for the 
colours of ice, or a single word for the particular sorrow of an old friendship grown cold, holds a piece of human 
understanding found nowhere else. When it goes, that understanding is not translated into another language; 
it is deleted from the species. The loss is invisible precisely because, once a way of thinking is gone, we can no 
longer even imagine what it was that we are missing.
Q1.	 What happens ‘every fortnight’, according to the passage?
	 (a)	 a new language is born	 (b)	 the last speaker of a language dies
	 (c)	 a dictionary is written	 (d)	 a language is translated
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Q2.	 Why do some people think this loss is small?
	 (a)	 languages are worthless

	 (b)	 they dislike convenience

	 (c)	 they prefer everyone to speak a few great languages

	 (d)	 they cannot speak

Q3.	 The author argues a language is more than -
	 (a)	 a way of seeing the world	 (b)	 a set of labels for things

	 (c)	 a piece of understanding	 (d)	 words for feelings

Q4.	 When a language dies, its unique ideas are -
	 (a)	 deleted from the species	 (b)	 translated perfectly 	

	 (c)	 written down safely	 (d)	 easily replaced

Q5.	 Why is the loss called ‘invisible’?
	 (a)	 once a way of thinking is gone, we cannot imagine what is missing

	 (b)	 it is written down

	 (c)	 no one dies

	 (d)	 it is easily seen

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   The passage opens with the death of a language’s last fluent speaker every fortnight.
Q2  (C)   Some reason it is more convenient if all speak a few great, shared languages.
Q3  (B)   The passage insists a language is far more than mere labels for things.
Q4  (A)   The passage says the understanding is not translated but ‘deleted from the species’.
Q5  (A)   The close: once a way of thinking is gone, we can no longer imagine what we have lost.
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Sports & Fitness16
	 Sport is one of the oldest of human activities, and one of the most revealing. On the surface it is mere play 
— a ball, a field, a set of rules — yet beneath that lightness it draws upon and develops some of our deepest 
qualities. To excel at any game demands not only physical gifts such as strength, speed and agility, but a whole 
set of harder, inward virtues: the discipline to train when one would rather rest, the patience to master a skill 
by slow repetition, and the resilience to rise after defeat and begin again.
	 This is why sport has long been thought to build character, and why societies place games at the very 
heart of a child’s education. On the field a young person learns, in a safe and structured form, the great lessons 
of life itself — that effort is rewarded but not always at once, that one must cooperate with teammates toward a 
shared goal, and that an opponent is not an enemy to be hated but a partner who makes the contest possible. 
To win with grace and, harder still, to lose with dignity — the quality once called sportsmanship — is a training 
for adulthood that no classroom can quite supply.
	 Beyond the playing field lies the wider matter of fitness, which concerns everyone, athlete or not. The 
human body was shaped for movement, yet modern life has engineered much of that movement away, leaving 
behind a slow epidemic of sedentary living whose costs — weak hearts, failing stamina, restless minds — grow 
heavier each year. Sport is also, increasingly, a vast business, and with the money have come shadows: the 
temptation of doping, the crush of commercial pressure. Yet at its heart the thing endures, as it always has — 
a test of body and spirit together, and one of the few arenas in which a human being can discover, plainly and 
without excuse, exactly what they are made of.
	 •sy ekuo dh lcls iqjkuh xfrfof/;ksa esa ls ,d gS] vkSj lcls vf/d dqN çdV djus okyhA Åij ls ;g ek=k •sy gS — ,d xsan] ,d 
eSnku] dqN fu;e & fiQj Hkh ml gYdsiu ds uhps ;g gekjs dqN xgure xq.kksa dks txkrk vkSj fodflr djrk gSA fdlh Hkh •sy esa mRÑ"Vrk ds 
fy, dsoy 'kfDr] xfr vkSj iQqrhZ tSls 'kkjhfjd migkj gh ugha] cfYd dfBurj vkarfjd xq.k Hkh pkfg,% foJke ds eu ds ckotwn vH;kl djus 
dk vuq'kklu] /hes nksgjko ls dkS'ky lk/us dk /S;Z] vkSj gkj ds ckn mBdj fiQj vkjaHk djus dh lgu'khyrkA
	 blhfy, yacs le; ls ekuk tkrk gS fd •sy pfj=k x<+rk gS] vkSj blhfy, lekt •syksa dks ckyd dh f'k{kk ds dsaæ esa j•rs gSaA eSnku ij 
,d ;qok] lqjf{kr vkSj laxfBr :i esa] thou ds egku ikB lh•rk gS & fd ifjJe dk iQy feyrk gS ij lnk rqjar ugha] fd lk>k y{; ds fy, 
lkfFk;ksa ls lg;ksx djuk iM+rk gS] vkSj fd çfr}a}h ?k`.kk dk ik=k 'k=kq ugha cfYd og lkFkh gS tks eqdkcys dks laHko cukrk gSA 'kkyhurk ls thruk 
vkSj mlls Hkh dfBu] xfjek ls gkjuk & og xq.k ftls dHkh •sy&Hkkouk dgk tkrk Fkk & o;Ldrk ds fy, ,slh f'k{kk gS tks dksbZ d{kk iwjh rjg 
ugha ns ldrhA
	 eSnku ls ijs LokLF;&lk/uk dk O;kid ç'u gS] tks f•ykM+h gks ;k u gks] lcls lacaf/r gSA ekuo 'kjhj xfr ds fy, cuk Fkk] fiQj Hkh 
vkèkqfud thou us ml xfr dk cgqr Hkkx gVk fn;k gS] vkSj ihNs cSBs jgus dh ,d /heh egkekjh NksM+ nh gS ftldh dher & detksj ân;] ?kVrh 
lgu'kfDr] cspkSu eu & gj o"kZ Hkkjh gksrh tkrh gSA •sy vc ,d fo'kky O;olk; Hkh gS] vkSj /u ds lkFk Nk;k,¡ Hkh vkbZ gSa% Mksfiax dk çyksHku] 
O;kolkf;d nckoA fiQj Hkh vius ewy esa ;g oSlk gh cuk jgrk gS & 'kjhj vkSj vkRek nksuksa dh ijh{kkA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Perseverance Steady effort in spite of difficulty vè;olk;] n`<+rk
Discipline Trained, controlled and orderly behaviour vuq'kklu
Resilient Able to recover quickly from setbacks yphyk] lgu'khy
Tenacity The quality of not giving up n`<+rk] gB
Prowess Great skill or ability ijkØe] fuiq.krk
Exhilarating Making one feel very excited and alive mRlkgo/Zd] jksekapd
Formidable Inspiring respect through being powerful nqtZs;] çcy
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Rigorous Demanding, thorough and strict dBksj] dM+k
Novice A person new to an activity ukSflf•;k] uokxarqd
Veteran A person with long experience vuqHkoh] fnXxt
Triumph A great victory or success fot;] thr
Setback A check or reversal in progress ck/k] /Ddk
Momentum The force gained by a moving series of events xfr] laosx
Exemplary Serving as a fine model for others vuqdj.kh;] vkn'kZ
Graceful Showing smooth, pleasing movement 'kkyhu] lqanj
Agile Able to move quickly and easily iQqrhZyk] pqLr
Vigorous Strong, energetic and active tksjnkj] vkstLoh
Relentless Never stopping; unyielding vFkd] fujarj

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Athlete A person trained in sport or exercise f•ykM+h] O;k;keh
Aerobic (Of exercise) improving the use of oxygen ok;qthoh] ,jksfcd
Stamina The strength to sustain long effort lgu'kfDr] ne•e
Endurance The ability to keep going under strain lgu'khyrk] /hjt
Agility The ability to move quickly and nimbly iQqrhZ] piyrk
Cardiovascular Relating to the heart and blood vessels ân;&jDrokfgdk laca/h
Tournament A series of contests to decide a champion çfr;ksfxrk] VwukZesaV
Championship A competition to decide the best pkSafi;uf'ki] fot;h&çfr;ksfxrk
Doping Using banned drugs to boost performance Mksfiax] çfrcaf/r vkS"kf/&lsou
Referee An official who enforces the rules jsiQjh] fu.kkZ;d
Sportsmanship Fair and gracious conduct in sport •sy&Hkkouk
Adrenaline A hormone that readies the body for action ,Mªsukfyu
Tactics The planned moves used to win j.kdkS'ky] nk¡o&isp
Amateur One who plays for love, not money 'kkSfd;k] vO;kolkf;d
Professional One who plays a sport for a living O;kolkf;d] is'ksoj
Spectator A person who watches an event n'kZd
Physiotherapy Treatment of injury by exercise and massage HkkSfrd fpfdRlk
Reflexes The body’s automatic quick reactions çfrorZ] lgt çfrfØ;k
Marathon A long-distance running race eSjkFku] yach nkSM+
Arena The ground where a sport is played v•kM+k] jaxHkwfe
Rehabilitation The recovery of fitness after injury iquokZl
Warm-up Gentle exercise done before hard effort rS;kjh&O;k;ke] okeZ&vi
Fitness The state of being healthy and strong lqn`<+rk] ranq#Lrh
Regimen A fixed plan of exercise or diet fu;fer dk;ZØe] vkgkj&O;k;ke 

fof/
Olympics The greatest international sporting festival vksyafid
Anaerobic (Of exercise) intense and without extra oxygen vok;oh;
Calorie A unit measuring the energy in food dSyksjh
Body mass index A measure of healthy weight for one’s height ckWMh ekl baMsDl (BMI)
Penalty A punishment awarded for breaking a rule isuYVh] naM
Flexibility The ability to bend and stretch the body easily yphykiu
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PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 We are taught from childhood to admire the winner, and the shelves of every bookshop groan with the 
stories of champions; yet the deeper lessons of sport are learnt not in victory but in defeat. A child who has only 
ever won learns surprisingly little, for success asks nothing hard of us. It is the one who has lost, and lost badly, 
in front of a watching crowd, who is forced to discover what he is truly made of. To feel the sharp sting of failure, 
and then to cross the field and shake the victor’s hand with genuine warmth, is a harder and far more valuable 
skill than any that wins a match. It teaches, quietly, that failure is not final, that honest effort has worth even 
when it does not succeed, and that an opponent is not an enemy to be resented but a partner who makes the 
whole contest possible. These are the very qualities, once gathered under the plain old word sportsmanship, 
that a life beyond the playing field will demand of a person again and again. And this, in the end, is the real 
reason we place games at the centre of a child’s upbringing. We are not chiefly training athletes; we are, through 
the safe and structured struggle of sport, training human beings to lose well, to try once more, and to treat their 
rivals with respect.
Q1.	 According to the passage, the deeper lessons of sport are learnt in -
	 (a)	 victory	 (b)	 watching
	 (c)	 practice	 (d)	 defeat
Q2.	 Why does a child who has only ever won learn little?
	 (a)  winning is boring	 (b)	 success asks nothing hard of us
	 (c)	 he does not practise	 (d)	 the crowd distracts him
Q3.	 In the passage, the word ‘sportsmanship’ means —
	 (a)	 skill at winning matches	 (b)	 love of watching sport
	 (c)	 physical strength	 (d)	 fair, gracious conduct toward rivals
Q4.	 An opponent, the author says, should be seen as -
	 (a)	 an enemy to be resented	 (b)	 a partner who makes the contest possible
	 (c)	 a distraction	 (d)	 a champion
Q5.	 The ‘real reason’ for placing games at the centre of upbringing is to -
	 (a)	 train professional athletes	 (b)	 train human beings to lose well and respect 

rivals
	 (c)	 fill bookshops	 (d)	 win medals

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (D)   The passage states the deeper lessons are learnt ‘not in victory but in defeat’.
Q2  (B)   The passage says success asks nothing hard of us, so constant winning teaches little.
Q3  (D)   Sportsmanship here is the gracious conduct — shaking the victor’s hand, respecting rivals.
Q4  (B)   The passage calls the opponent ‘a partner who makes the whole contest possible’.
Q5  (B)   The close says we are not chiefly training athletes but training human beings in character.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 The human body was shaped, over millions of years, for a life of constant movement — for walking great 
distances in search of food, for lifting and carrying, for the sudden violent effort of the chase. It was never, in 
any sense, designed for the chair. Yet the modern world, with the very best of intentions, has quietly engineered 
movement almost entirely out of daily life. The car now carries us where our grandparents walked; the lift 
spares us the climb the stairs once demanded; and work that formerly taxed the whole body is increasingly done 
sitting still before a glowing screen. The result is a slow and silent epidemic of what physicians call a sedentary 
lifestyle, and its toll — in weakened hearts, stiffening joints and failing stamina — is now among the heaviest 
burdens that modern medicine is asked to carry. The remedy, happily, is neither mysterious nor costly. The 
body responds with astonishing speed to even modest, regular exercise, and a brisk daily walk can do more for 
a person’s long-term health than a whole cupboard of pills. The real absurdity of our situation is this: the very 
comforts we laboured so hard to invent have quietly stolen from us the movement our bodies were built to need, 
so that we must now set aside special time, on purpose, to do what ordinary daily life once demanded of us as 
a matter of course.
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Q1.	 What was the human body shaped for?
	 (a)	 a life of rest	 (b)	 a life of constant movement
	 (c)	 sitting at a desk	 (b)	 riding in cars
Q2.	 What has the modern world done, ‘with the best of intentions’?
	 (a)	 engineered movement out of daily life	 (b)	 increased daily exercise
	 (c)	 banned cars and lifts	 (d)	 improved the chase
Q3.	 In the passage, a ‘sedentary’ lifestyle is one that involves -
	 (a)	 much travel	 (b)	 hard physical labour 
	 (c)	 much sitting and little movement	 (d)	 frequent walking
Q4.	 How does the body respond to modest regular exercise?
	 (a)	 very slowly	 (b)	 only with medicine
	 (c)	 not at all	 (d)	 with astonishing speed
Q5.	 The ‘real absurdity’ the author points to is that -
	 (a)	 exercise is expensive
	 (b)	 our comforts stole the movement our bodies need
	 (c)	 walking is harmful
	 (d)	 the body dislikes rest

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   The passage opens by saying the body was shaped for a life of constant movement.
Q2  (A)   It has, with good intentions, engineered movement almost entirely out of daily life.
Q3  (C)   A sedentary lifestyle is defined by context as sitting still, with movement removed.
Q4  (D)   The passage says the body responds ‘with astonishing speed’ to even modest exercise.
Q5  (B)   The close notes the absurdity that our comforts removed needed movement, so we must now exercise 
on purpose.
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Physics17
	 Physics is the most fundamental of the sciences, the study of matter, energy, and the forces that govern 
everything from the smallest particle to the largest galaxy. Its great ambition is to find the simple rules that lie 
beneath the bewildering variety of the world — to show that the fall of an apple and the orbit of the moon obey 
one and the same law. It begins with motion. Why do things move, speed up, or stop? The answer lies in force, 
in the mass and inertia of objects, and in the famous laws set down by Newton, which describe how a push or 
a pull changes the way a body travels.
	 Closely bound to motion is energy — the capacity to do work — which appears in many forms and can 
change from one to another but, as a deep law insists, can never be created or destroyed. Heat is energy in 
transit, and its study, thermodynamics, reveals a one-way drift of the universe toward disorder. Light and sound 
travel as waves, each with its frequency and wavelength, bending and bouncing in ways that explain colour, 
echoes and the working of a lens.
	 Deeper still lie the great pillars of modern physics. The study of electricity and magnetism, once thought 
separate, was united into a single force that now powers our world. And in the last century two revolutions 
overturned everything: relativity, which showed that space and time themselves bend near great masses and 
high speeds, and quantum theory, which found that at the scale of the atom the world is strange, uncertain and 
grainy. From the everyday to the cosmic, physics offers the same quiet promise — that the universe, however 
vast and various, is in the end intelligible, and written in a language we can learn to read.
	 HkkSfrdh foKkuksa esa lcls ekSfyd gS & inkFkZ] ÅtkZ vkSj mu cyksa dk vè;;u tks lcls NksVs d.k ls ysdj lcls cM+h vkdk'kxaxk rd gj 
pht dks fu;af=kr djrs gSaA bldh egku egRokdka{kk gS lalkj dh pfdr djus okyh fofo/rk ds uhps fNis ljy fu;eksa dks •kstuk & ;g fn•kuk fd 
lsc dk fxjuk vkSj paæek dh ifjØek ,d gh fu;e ekurs gSaA ;g xfr ls vkjaHk gksrh gSA oLrq,¡ D;ksa pyrh] rst gksrh ;k #drh gSa\ mÙkj cy esa] 
oLrqvksa ds æO;eku vkSj tM+Ro esa] vkSj U;wVu ds çfl¼ fu;eksa esa gS] tks crkrs gSa fd dksbZ /Ddk ;k f•apko fdlh fiaM dh xfr dks dSls cnyrk 
gSA
	 xfr ls xgjkbZ ls tqM+h gS ÅtkZ & dk;Z djus dh {kerk & tks vusd :iksa esa çdV gksrh gS vkSj ,d :i ls nwljs esa cny ldrh gS] ij ,d 
xgjk fu;e dgrk gS fd bls u cuk;k tk ldrk gS u u"V fd;k tk ldrk gSA Å"ek xfreku ÅtkZ gS] vkSj mldk vè;;u] Å"ekxfrdh] czãkaM ds 
vO;oLFkk dh vksj ,drjiQk cgko dks mtkxj djrk gSA çdk'k vkSj èofu rjaxksa ds :i esa pyrs gSa] gj ,d dh viuh vko`fÙk vkSj rjaxnSè;Z gksrh 
gSA
	 vkSj xgjs esa vk/qfud HkkSfrdh ds egku LraHk gSaA fo|qr vkSj pqacdRo dk vè;;u] tks dHkh vyx ekuk tkrk Fkk] ,d gh cy esa ,dhÑr 
gqvk tks vc gekjh nqfu;k dks 'kfDr nsrk gSA vkSj fiNyh lnh esa nks Økafr;ksa us lc dqN iyV fn;k% lkis{krk] ftlus fn•k;k fd egku æO;ekuksa 
vkSj mPp xfr ds ikl LFkku vkSj le; Lo;a eqM+ tkrs gSa] vkSj DokaVe fl¼kar] ftlus ik;k fd ijek.kq ds Lrj ij lalkj fofp=k vkSj vfuf'pr gSA 
jkstejkZ ls ysdj czãkaMh; rd] HkkSfrdh ,d gh 'kkar opu nsrh gS — fd czãkaM] pkgs fdruk gh fo'kky vkSj fofo/ gks] varr% cks/xE; gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Fundamental Forming an essential base; basic ekSfyd] cqfu;knh
Phenomenon An observable event or fact ifj?kVuk] ?kVuk
Magnitude The great size or extent of something ifjek.k
Exert To apply a force or influence yxkuk] ç;ksx djuk
Propagate To travel through a medium, as a wave lapj.k djuk] iQSyuk
Equilibrium A state of balance between forces larqyu
Oscillate To swing steadily back and forth nksyu djuk
Radiate To send out energy in rays fodh.kZ djuk
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Transmit To pass along or through lapkfjr djuk] ikjxeu djuk

Negligible So small as to be safely ignored ux.;

Uniform The same throughout; unchanging ,dleku

Finite Having limits; not endless ifjfer] lhfer

Dense Closely packed; heavy for its size l?ku] ?kuk

Intelligible Able to be understood cks/xE;] le> esa vkus ;ksX;

Infer To work out from evidence vuqeku yxkuk

Precise Exact and accurate lVhd] ;FkkFkZ

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Force A push or a pull acting on an object cy

Mass The amount of matter in an object æO;eku

Velocity Speed in a particular direction osx

Acceleration The rate at which velocity changes Roj.k

Momentum Mass times velocity; the quantity of motion laosx

Inertia A body’s resistance to a change in its motion tM+Ro

Gravity The force pulling objects toward one another xq#Rokd"kZ.k

Friction The force that resists motion between surfaces ?k"kZ.k

Energy The capacity to do work ÅtkZ

Kinetic energy The energy possessed by a moving body xfrt ÅtkZ

Potential energy Stored energy due to position or state fLFkfrt ÅtkZ

Work The effect of a force moving through a distance dk;Z

Power The rate at which work is done 'kfDr

Thermodynamics The study of heat and its relation to energy Å"ekxfrdh

Entropy A measure of disorder in a system ,UVªkWih] vO;oLFkk&eki

Temperature The degree of hotness of a body rkieku

Heat Energy that flows due to a temperature difference Å"ek

Conduction Heat transfer through direct contact pkyu

Radiation Energy sent out as waves or particles fofdj.k

Wave A disturbance that carries energy through a medium rjax

Frequency The number of waves passing per second vko`fÙk

Wavelength The distance between two wave crests rjaxnSè;Z

Amplitude The height, or strength, of a wave vk;ke

Refraction The bending of light passing between media viorZu

Reflection The bouncing back of light or sound ijkorZu

Spectrum The band of colours that make up light o.kZØe

Current The flow of electric charge fo|qr /kjk

Voltage The electrical push that drives a current oksYVrk] foHkokarj

Resistance The opposition offered to an electric current çfrjks/

Conductor A material that lets current flow easily pkyd

Insulator A material that blocks electric current dqpkyd] fo|qrjks/h

Magnetism The force exerted by magnets pqacdRo
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Atom The smallest particle of an element ijek.kq

Nucleus The dense central core of an atom ukfHkd

Quantum The smallest possible packet of energy DokaVe] ÅtkZ&ek=kd

Relativity Einstein’s theory of space, time and gravity lkis{krk

Radioactivity The giving off of radiation by unstable atoms jsfM;ks/feZrk

Electron A tiny, negatively charged particle in an atom bysDVªkWu

Density The mass packed into a given volume ?kuRo

Pressure The force pressing on a unit of area nkc

Convection Heat transfer by the movement of a fluid laogu

Circuit A closed loop through which current flows ifjiFk

Nuclear fission The splitting of a heavy nucleus, releasing energy ukfHkdh; fo•aMu

Nuclear fusion The joining of light nuclei, releasing energy ukfHkdh; lay;u

Weight The force of gravity acting on a mass Hkkj

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 There is an old puzzle that troubled thinkers for centuries: why does a rolling cart eventually stop on its 
own, while a resting one never begins to move by itself? For a very long time it was believed that motion needed 
a constant push to keep it going, and that rest was the natural, preferred state of all things. It was Galileo, and 
later Newton, who overturned this comfortable error. They saw that the cart slows and stops not because its 
motion fades of its own accord, but because of an unseen force — friction — quietly dragging against it. Remove 
that force entirely, they realised, and the cart would roll on forever. This deep tendency of every object to keep 
doing what it is already doing — to stay at rest if it is resting, and to keep moving if it is moving — is what 
physicists call inertia. It is exactly why a standing passenger lurches forward when a bus brakes suddenly: his 
body, already in motion, simply continues. The insight changed everything, for it revealed that the universe 
needs no push to maintain its motion; it needs one only to change it. What had looked like the mere laziness of 
objects turned out to be one of the deepest laws of nature.
Q1.	 The old puzzle asked why a rolling cart -
	 (a)	 speeds up forever	 (b)	 moves only when pushed hard 
	 (c)	 never stops at all	 (d)	 stops on its own while a resting one never starts
Q2.	  Why does a rolling cart actually stop?
	 (a)	 an unseen force, friction, drags against it	 (b)	 its motion fades naturally 
	 (c)	 it runs out of energy	 (d)	 the ground pushes it
Q3.	 In the passage, ‘inertia’ is the tendency of an object to -
	 (a)	 change its motion	 (b)	 keep doing what it is already doing
	 (c)	 speed up on its own	 (d)	 resist gravity
Q4.	 A standing passenger lurches forward when a bus brakes because his body -
	 (a)	 is pushed by the driver	 (b)	 already in motion, simply continues
	 (c)	 is lighter than the bus	 (d)	 loses its energy
Q5.	 The great insight was that the universe needs a push only to -
	 (a)	 keep motion going	 (b)	 create friction
	 (c)	 stop all movement	 (d)	 change motion

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (D)   The puzzle contrasts a moving cart stopping with a resting one never starting on its own.
Q2  (A)   Galileo and Newton saw the cart stops because of friction, not because motion fades.
Q3  (B)   Inertia is defined as staying at rest if resting and moving if moving.
Q4  (B)   His body, already in motion, continues forward — an example of inertia.
Q5  (D)   The close: the universe needs no push to maintain motion, only to change it.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 For centuries, hopeful inventors have chased a single dazzling dream: a machine that, once started, would 
run forever, giving out more energy than was ever put into it. Every such attempt has failed, and physics can 
explain, with unusual certainty, why every future attempt must fail as well. The reason lies in two iron laws. 
The first states that energy can never be created out of nothing, nor truly destroyed, but only changed from one 
form into another — so no machine can ever give out more than it is given. The second law is subtler and, in a 
way, sadder. It holds that every time energy changes form, a little of it is always lost as useless, scattered heat, 
in a slow and unstoppable slide toward disorder that scientists call entropy. A little of the fuel always escapes 
as warmth in the bearings, as faint sound, as friction against the air. This is precisely why no engine can ever 
be perfectly efficient, and why the dream of perpetual motion is not merely unbuilt but genuinely impossible. 
Nature, it seems, keeps a strict and honest account, and in every single exchange of energy, it quietly takes its 
unavoidable cut.
Q1.	 What dream have inventors long chased?
	 (a)	 a machine that runs forever giving out more than it takes in 

	 (b)	 a silent engine

	 (c)	 a cheaper fuel 

	 (d)	 a faster car

Q2.	 The first law says energy can be -
	 (a)	 created from nothing	 (b)	 changed in form but not created or destroyed

	 (c)	 destroyed completely	 (d)	 made from friction

Q3.	 In the passage, ‘entropy’ names a slow slide toward -
	 (a)	 greater order	 (b)	 more energy

	 (c)	 higher speed	 (d)	 disorder

Q4.	 Why is no engine perfectly efficient?
	 (a)	 it lacks fuel	 (b)	 some energy is always lost as scattered heat

	 (c)	 it moves too fast	 (d)	 friction creates energy

Q5.	 Perpetual motion, the author concludes, is -
	 (a)	 merely expensive	 (b)	 genuinely impossible

	 (c)	 almost achieved	 (d)	 easy to build

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (A)   The dream is a machine that runs forever, giving out more energy than put in.
Q2  (B)   Energy can only be changed from one form to another, never created or destroyed.
Q3  (D)   Entropy is defined as the slide toward disorder as energy scatters.
Q4  (B)   Some energy is always lost as heat, sound and friction, so none is fully efficient.
Q5  (B)   The close states it is not merely unbuilt but genuinely impossible.
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Chemistry18
	 Chemistry is the science of matter — of what everything is made of, and of how one substance is changed 
into another. It sits between physics, which studies the fundamental forces, and biology, which studies life, and 
it explains the ordinary magic of the material world: why iron rusts, why bread rises, why a candle burns. Its first 
great insight is that the endless variety of things around us is built from a small set of basic substances called 
elements, of which only about ninety occur in nature. Each element is made of tiny particles called atoms, and 
an atom is itself built from still smaller parts — protons, neutrons and electrons — whose arrangement decides 
how the atom will behave.
	 When atoms join together they form molecules and compounds, held by chemical bonds in which electrons 
are either shared or handed from one atom to another. This joining and parting of atoms is the heart of a 
chemical reaction, in which starting substances, the reactants, are rearranged into new ones, the products, 
often with the help of a catalyst that speeds the change without being consumed.
	 Much of chemistry is the study of particular families of behaviour. Acids and bases, opposites that 
neutralise each other to form salts, run through everything from digestion to industry, and their strength is 
measured on the pH scale. Matter shifts between solid, liquid and gas as heat is added or removed. And a single 
element, carbon, with its rare gift for linking into long chains, forms the vast field of organic chemistry — the 
chemistry of fuels, plastics, medicines and, ultimately, of life itself. To understand chemistry is to see the solid, 
silent world as it truly is: not still at all, but a ceaseless dance of particles, joining, breaking and combining 
without pause.
	 jlk;u foKku inkFkZ dk foKku gS & fd gj pht fdlls cuh gS] vkSj dSls ,d inkFkZ nwljs esa cnyrk gSA ;g HkkSfrdh vkSj tho foKku ds 
chp cSBrk gS] vkSj HkkSfrd txr ds lk/kj.k tknw dks le>krk gS% yksgk D;ksa tax •krk gS] jksVh D;ksa iQwyrh gS] eksecÙkh D;ksa tyrh gSA bldh igyh 
egku varnZ̀f"V ;g gS fd gekjs pkjksa vksj dh vuar fofo/rk dqN ewy inkFkks± ls cuh gS ftUgsa rRo dgrs gSa] ftuesa ls dsoy yxHkx uCcs çÑfr esa 
feyrs gSaA gj rRo lw{e d.kksa ls cuk gS ftUgsa ijek.kq dgrs gSa] vkSj ijek.kq Lo;a vkSj NksVs Hkkxksa — çksVkWu] U;wVªkWu vkSj bysDVªkWu & ls cuk gS] ftudh 
O;oLFkk r; djrh gS fd ijek.kq dSlk O;ogkj djsxkA
	 tc ijek.kq vkil esa tqM+rs gSa rks v.kq vkSj ;kSfxd cukrs gSa] tks jklk;fud ca/ksa ls c¡/s gksrs gSa ftuesa bysDVªkWu ;k rks lk>k gksrs gSa ;k ,d 
ijek.kq ls nwljs dks fn, tkrs gSaA ijek.kqvksa dk ;g tqM+uk vkSj vyx gksuk gh jklk;fud vfHkfØ;k dk ân; gS] ftlesa vkjafHkd inkFkZ] vfHkdkjd] 
u, inkFkks±] mRiknksa] esa iquO;ZofLFkr gksrs gSa] vDlj fdlh mRçsjd dh lgk;rk ls tks fcuk •pZ gq, ifjorZu dks rst djrk gSA
	 jlk;u dk cgqr Hkkx O;ogkj ds fo'ks"k ifjokjksa dk vè;;u gSA vEy vkSj {kkjd] tks ijLij fojks/h gSa vkSj ,d&nwljs dks mnklhu dj yo.k 
cukrs gSa] ikpu ls ysdj m|ksx rd gj txg gSa] vkSj mudh çcyrk ih,p iSekus ij ekih tkrh gSA Å"ek tksM+us ;k gVkus ij inkFkZ Bksl] æo vkSj 
xSl ds chp cnyrk gSA vkSj ,d vdsyk rRo] dkcZu] yach 'k`a•ykvksa esa tqM+us dh viuh nqyZHk {kerk ls] dkcZfud jlk;u dk fo'kky {ks=k cukrk 
gS & bZa/u] IykfLVd] vkS"kf/;ksa vkSj varr% thou dk jlk;uA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Dissolve To mix fully into a liquid and disappear ?kqyuk] foyhu gksuk
React To undergo a chemical change together vfHkfØ;k djuk
Volatile Evaporating very easily ok"i'khy
Soluble Able to be dissolved in a liquid ?kqyu'khy
Dilute Made weaker by adding water ruq] iryk
Concentrated Strong; containing little water lkaæ] xk<+k
Decompose To break down into simpler substances vi?kfVr gksuk
Inert Chemically inactive; slow to react vfØ;] fuf"Ø;
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Corrosive Able to eat away or destroy material la{kkjd] {k;dkjh

Saturate To fill until no more can be absorbed lar`Ir djuk

Pure Not mixed with anything else 'kq¼

Unstable Likely to change or break down vfLFkj

Combine To join together into one la;ksftr gksuk] feyuk

Synthesise To make a substance by combining parts la'ysf"kr djuk

Residue What is left after a process vo'ks"k

Potent Having a powerful effect çcy] 'kfDr'kkyh

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Atom The smallest particle of an element ijek.kq

Element A pure substance made of one kind of atom rRo

Compound A substance of two or more elements chemically 
joined

;kSfxd

Molecule The smallest unit of a compound v.kq

Mixture Substances combined without a chemical bond feJ.k

Solution A mixture in which one substance dissolves in an-
other

foy;u] ?kksy

Solvent The liquid in which a substance dissolves foyk;d

Solute The substance that dissolves in a solvent foys;

Proton A positively charged particle in the nucleus çksVkWu

Neutron A particle in the nucleus with no charge U;wVªkWu

Electron A negatively charged particle around the nucleus bysDVªkWu

Atomic number The number of protons in an atom ijek.kq Øekad

Isotope Atoms of one element with different masses leLFkkfud

Ion An atom carrying an electric charge vk;u

Periodic table The ordered chart of all the elements vkorZ lkj.kh

Chemical bond The force that holds atoms together jklk;fud ca/

Ionic bond A bond formed by the transfer of electrons vk;fud ca/

Covalent bond A bond formed by the sharing of electrons lgla;kstd ca/

Valency An atom’s power to combine with others la;kstdrk

Chemical reaction A process that changes substances into new ones jklk;fud vfHkfØ;k

Reactant A substance that takes part in a reaction vfHkdkjd

Product A new substance formed by a reaction mRikn

Catalyst A substance that speeds a reaction without being 
used up

mRçsjd

Oxidation The gain of oxygen or loss of electrons vkWDlhdj.k

Reduction The loss of oxygen or gain of electrons vip;u

Combustion Burning; a rapid reaction with oxygen ngu

Corrosion The slow eating away of a metal, as in rust la{kkj.k

Acid A sour substance that turns blue litmus red vEy

Base A substance that neutralises an acid {kkjd] HkLe

Alkali A base that dissolves in water {kkj
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Ph A scale that measures acidity or alkalinity ih,p eku
Neutralisation The reaction of an acid with a base mnklhuhdj.k
Salt A compound formed when an acid meets a base yo.k
Physical change A change in which no new substance forms HkkSfrd ifjorZu
Chemical change A change that forms a new substance jklk;fud ifjorZu
Sublimation A solid turning straight into a gas ÅèoZikru
Organic chemistry The chemistry of carbon compounds dkcZfud jlk;u
Hydrocarbon A compound made only of hydrogen and carbon gkbMªksdkcZu
Evaporation A liquid slowly turning into vapour ok"ihdj.k
Condensation A gas turning back into a liquid la?kuu
Distillation Purifying a liquid by boiling and then cooling it vklou
Polymer A large molecule built from repeating units cgqyd
Alloy A mixture of a metal with other elements feJ/krq
Inorganic chemistry The chemistry of non-carbon compounds vdkcZfud jlk;u

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 Look around at the bewildering variety of the world — water and iron, air and diamond, wood and salt 
and living flesh — and it seems impossible that so many utterly different things could share any common root. 
Yet one of the great discoveries of science is that they do. Every substance in the universe, however different it 
may look or feel, is built from a small set of basic building blocks called elements, of which only about ninety 
occur naturally on Earth. What makes one substance differ from another is not some special stuff unique to it, 
but simply which of these few elements it contains and how they are joined together. Water is nothing but the 
gases hydrogen and oxygen, locked into a compound; common table salt is the union of a violent metal and a 
poisonous gas, tamed by their joining into something harmless we sprinkle on our food. It is a humbling and 
rather beautiful idea: that the endless richness of the material world is written, like all the words of a language, 
from a short and shared alphabet. To learn chemistry is, in a real sense, to learn how to read that alphabet.
Q1.	 The great discovery described is that all substances -
	 (a)	 are built from a small set of elements	 (b)	 are completely unique
	 (c)	 cannot be understood	 (d)	 are made of water
Q2.	 About how many elements occur naturally on Earth?
	 (a)	 about nine	 (b)	 about ninety
	 (c)	 about nine hundred	 (d)	 exactly one
Q3.	 In the passage, a ‘compound’ is a substance in which elements are —
	 (a)	 kept apart	 (b)	 left pure 
	 (c)	 destroyed	 (d)	 joined together
Q4.	 What makes one substance differ from another? 
	 (a)	 a special stuff unique to it	 (b)	 which elements it has and how they are joined
	 (c)	 its colour alone	 (d)	 its price
Q5.	 The material world is compared to -
	 (a)	 a machine	 (b)	 a poisonous gas
	 (c)	 a violent metal	 (d)	 words written from a short alphabet

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (A)   The passage says everything is built from about ninety basic elements.
Q2  (B)   The passage states only about ninety elements occur naturally.
Q3  (D)   Water is called a compound of hydrogen and oxygen ‘locked’ together.
Q4  (B)   Difference comes from which elements a thing contains and how they combine.
Q5  (D)   The passage likens the world’s variety to words from a shared alphabet.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 Some of the most important substances in all of chemistry take part in a reaction without ever being used 
up by it. A catalyst is a substance that speeds up a chemical reaction — often enormously — and yet emerges 
at the very end completely unchanged, ready to do exactly the same work all over again. It behaves rather 
like a matchmaker who brings two shy strangers together and then quietly steps aside: the marriage happens 
far sooner than it otherwise would have, but the matchmaker is no part of the marriage itself. Catalysts are 
everywhere, silently running the world around us and within us. In our own bodies, many thousands of them, 
known as enzymes, make possible the countless reactions of life that would otherwise be far too slow to keep 
us alive at all. In industry, they allow fuels, fertilisers and medicines to be manufactured cheaply and at great 
speed. Without catalysts, much of modern chemistry would simply grind to a halt, and life itself would be 
impossible. Their quiet magic lies precisely in their generosity: they lend a reaction a helping hand and ask for 
nothing whatever in return, offering the same service over and over without ever being consumed.
Q1.	 What is unusual about a catalyst?
	 (a)	 it is destroyed by the reaction	 (b)	 it speeds a reaction yet is not used up

	 (c)	 it stops all reactions	 (d)	 it is very rare

Q2.	 In the passage, a ‘catalyst’ is a substance that -
	 (a)	 slows reactions down	 (b)	 speeds a reaction without being consumed

	 (c)	 becomes a new product	 (d)	 only works once

Q3.	 A catalyst is compared to -
	 (a)	 a shy stranger	 (b)	 a poison 	

	 (c)	 a marriage	 (d)	 a matchmaker who steps aside

Q4.	 In the body, catalysts are known as -
	 (a)	 hormones	 (b)	 acids 

	 (c)	 enzymes	 (d)	 salts

Q5.	 Without catalysts, the passage says, -
	 (a)	 chemistry would speed up

	 (b)	 much of chemistry would halt and life be impossible

	 (c)	 nothing would change

	 (d)	 reactions would be cheaper

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   A catalyst speeds a reaction but emerges unchanged, ready to work again.
Q2  (B)   It is defined as speeding a reaction while emerging unchanged.
Q3  (D)   The passage likens it to a matchmaker who brings strangers together, then steps aside.
Q4  (C)   The passage names the body’s catalysts as enzymes.
Q5  (B)   The close states much of modern chemistry would halt and life would be impossible.
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Biology19
	 Biology is the study of life in all its astonishing forms — of what living things are made of, how they work, 
how they pass on their qualities to their young, and how they have slowly changed across the vast reaches of 
time. Its first great unifying idea is that every living thing, from a bacterium to a blue whale, is built from the 
same basic unit: the cell. Some creatures are a single cell; others, like ourselves, are built from many trillions, 
organised into tissues and organs, each carrying out its own task within the living whole.
	 A second thread runs through the whole of life: information. Inside almost every cell lies a molecule called 
DNA, a chemical code that carries the instructions for building and running the organism, and that is copied 
and passed from parent to offspring through units called genes. Occasionally the code changes by chance — a 
mutation — and it is upon such small differences that the slow engine of evolution works. Over immense spans 
of time, natural selection preserves the traits that help a creature survive and breed, so that species gradually 
change and split, producing the great tree of life we see around us.
	 Biology also studies how living things function and how they fit together. Physiology examines the working 
of the body — respiration, digestion, circulation — while ecology studies how organisms depend upon one 
another and their surroundings, linked in food chains and held in a delicate balance. Plants capture the sun’s 
energy through photosynthesis, feeding nearly all other life; microbes, unseen, drive both disease and decay. 
From the code within a single cell to the web of an entire forest, biology reveals a single, connected story — that 
all living things, ourselves included, are bound together, kin in a shared and ancient enterprise of life.
	 tho foKku thou dk mlds lHkh foLe;dkjh :iksa esa vè;;u gS & fd ltho fdlls cus gSa] dSls dke djrs gSa] dSls vius xq.k larkuksa dks 
nsrs gSa] vkSj le; ds fo'kky foLrkj esa dSls /hjs&/hjs cnys gSaA bldk igyk egku ,dhÑr fopkj ;g gS fd gj ltho] thok.kq ls ysdj uhyh Ogsy 
rd] ,d gh ewy bdkbZ ls cuk gS% dksf'kdkA dqN tho ,d gh dksf'kdk ds gSa_ vU;] gekjh rjg] •jcksa dksf'kdkvksa ls cus gSa] tks Årdksa vkSj vaxksa 
esa laxfBr gSaA

	 thou esa ,d nwljk lw=k Hkh gS% lwpukA yxHkx gj dksf'kdk ds Hkhrj Mh,u, uked ,d v.kq gksrk gS] ,d jklk;fud dksM tks tho dks cukus 

vkSj pykus ds funZs'k j•rk gS] vkSj tks thu uked bdkb;ksa ds ekè;e ls ekrk&firk ls larku dks fn;k tkrk gSA dHkh&dHkh ;g dksM la;ksx ls cny 

tkrk gS & mRifjorZu & vkSj ,slh gh NksVh fHkUurkvksa ij fodkl dk /hek batu dke djrk gSA fo'kky dky•aMksa esa çkÑfrd p;u mu xq.kksa dks 

cpk, j•rk gS tks fdlh tho dks thfor jgus vkSj çtuu esa lgk;rk nsrs gSa] ftlls çtkfr;k¡ /hjs&/hjs cnyrh vkSj foHkkftr gksrh gSaA

	 tho foKku ;g Hkh vè;;u djrk gS fd ltho dSls dk;Z djrs vkSj vkil esa dSls tqM+s gSaA 'kjhjfØ;k foKku 'kjhj ds dk;Z & 'olu] ikpu] 

ifjlapj.k & dh tk¡p djrk gS] tcfd ikfjfLFkfrdh vè;;u djrh gS fd tho ,d&nwljs vkSj vius ifjos'k ij dSls fuHkZj gSa] •k| 'k`a•ykvksa esa 

tqM+s vkSj ,d uktqd larqyu esa c¡/sA ikS/s çdk'k la'ys"k.k ls lw;Z dh ÅtkZ xzg.k djrs gSa vkSj yxHkx lkjs thou dks Hkkstu nsrs gSaA ,d dksf'kdk 

ds Hkhrj ds dksM ls ysdj iwjs ou ds tky rd] tho foKku ,d gh tqM+h gqbZ dgkuh çdV djrk gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Organism An individual living thing tho] ltho
Adapt To change so as to suit conditions vuqdwfyr gksuk] <yuk
Evolve To develop gradually over generations fodflr gksuk
Reproduce To produce young or offspring çtuu djuk
Inherit To receive traits from one’s parents fojklr esa ikuk
Secrete To give out a substance, as a gland does lzkfor djuk
Dormant Alive but inactive for a period lqIr] fuf"Ø;
Thrive To grow strong and flourish iQyuk&iQwyuk
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Vital Absolutely necessary for life egRoiw.kZ] thouko';d
Diverse Of many varied kinds fofo/
Sustain To keep alive or in existence cuk, j•uk] iks"k.k nsuk
Respond To react to something çfrfØ;k djuk
Generate To bring into being; to produce mRiUu djuk
Complex Made of many connected parts tfVy
Absorb To take in, as nutrients or water vo'kksf"kr djuk
Intricate Very detailed and finely made isphnk] tfVy

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Cell The basic structural unit of all living things dksf'kdk
Nucleus The control centre of a cell dsaæd
Cytoplasm The jelly-like fluid filling a cell dksf'kdkæO;
Cell membrane The outer boundary that encloses a cell dksf'kdk f>Yyh
Organelle A tiny working structure inside a cell dksf'kdkax
Tissue A group of similar cells doing one job Ård
Organ A body part made of several tissues vax
Chromosome A thread of dna that carries genes xq.klw=k
Gene A unit of heredity that codes for a trait thu
Dna The molecule that carries genetic instructions Mh,u,
Heredity The passing of traits from parent to offspring vkuqoaf'kdrk
Mutation A chance change in the genetic material mRifjorZu
Evolution The slow change of species over long time fodkl] Øe&fodkl
Natural selection The survival of the best-adapted çkÑfrd p;u
Adaptation A trait that helps an organism survive vuqdwyu
Species A group of similar organisms that can breed tkfr] çtkfr
Extinction The complete dying out of a species foyqfIr
Respiration The release of energy from food in cells 'olu
Digestion The breaking down of food in the body ikpu
Circulation The flow of blood around the body jDr ifjlapj.k
Metabolism All the chemical processes within a body mikip;] p;kip;
Hormone A chemical messenger that controls the body gkekZsu
Enzyme A protein that speeds up reactions in the body ,atkbe] çfd.o
Immune system The body’s defence against disease çfrj{kk ra=k
Nervous system The body’s network of message and control raf=kdk ra=k
Photosynthesis How plants make food from sunlight çdk'k la'ys"k.k
Chlorophyll The green pigment that captures light in plants i.kZgfjr] DyksjksfiQy
Pollination The transfer of pollen so plants can seed ijkx.k
Germination The sprouting of a seed into a plant vadqj.k
Ecosystem Living things together with their surroundings ikfjfLFkfrdh ra=k
Food chain The order in which organisms feed on each other •k| J`a•yk
Biodiversity The variety of all living things in an area tSo fofo/rk
Symbiosis A close living-together of two different species lgthfork
Decomposer An organism that breaks down dead matter vi?kVd
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Producer An organism, like a plant, that makes its own food mRiknd
Bacteria Tiny single-celled living organisms thok.kq
Virus A tiny agent that causes infection fo"kk.kq
Reproduction The process of producing offspring tuu] çtuu
Vertebrate An animal that has a backbone d'ks#dh
Invertebrate An animal that has no backbone vd'ks#dh
Protein A nutrient that builds and repairs the body çksVhu
Genetics The study of genes and heredity vkuqoaf'kdh
Excretion The removal of waste from the body mRltZu
Fungi Organisms such as moulds and mushrooms dod
Microbe A tiny living organism, seen only under a microscope lw{etho
Herbivore An animal that eats only plants 'kkdkgkjh tho
Carnivore An animal that eats other animals ekalkgkjh tho
Cell division The splitting of one cell into two dksf'kdk foHkktu

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 Why does the polar bear wear white, and the desert fox carry such enormous ears? For most of human 
history the answer given was simply that each creature had been made, from the very beginning, to fit its home. 
Charles Darwin offered a stranger and far more powerful explanation. In any group of animals, he observed, 
individuals differ slightly from one another, and some of these small differences happen, by pure chance, to help 
their owners survive and breed a little better than the rest. A bear born slightly paler than its fellows is a little 
harder for seals to see against the ice, and so it hunts, lives and leaves behind more cubs — cubs that inherit 
its useful paleness. Repeat this quiet process over many thousands of generations, and the whole species drifts, 
step by tiny step, toward whiteness. This slow shaping of living things by the survival of the best-suited is what 
Darwin called natural selection, and the helpful trait it slowly produces — the white coat, the great cooling ears 
— is called an adaptation. No designer is needed, only time, chance variation, and the steady pressure of a world 
in which not everything that is born can possibly survive.
Q1.	 What was the old explanation for creatures fitting their homes?
	 (a)	 they were made from the start to fit	 (b)	 they chose their homes
	 (c)	 they were trained	 (d)	 they moved often
Q2.	 How does a slightly paler bear benefit?
	 (a)	 it is warmer	 (b)	 it is harder for seals to see, so it breeds more
	 (c)	 it runs faster	 (d)	 it eats plants
Q3.	 In the passage, an ‘adaptation’ is -
	 (a)	 a chance mutation	 (b)	 a designer’s plan
	 (c)	 a kind of animal	 (d)	 a helpful trait that aids survival
Q4.	 Natural selection, the author says, needs no designer, only -
	 (a)	 luck alone	 (b)	 time, variation and survival pressure
	 (c)	 a single generation	 (d)	 a warm climate
Q5.	 The tone of the passage toward Darwin’s idea is -
	 (a)	 admiring	 (b)	 dismissive
	 (c)	 fearful	 (d)	 confused

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (A)   For most of history it was believed each creature was made from the beginning to fit.
Q2  (B)   Being harder to spot against ice, it hunts and leaves more cubs.
Q3  (D)   An adaptation is defined as the helpful trait natural selection produces.
Q4  (B)   It needs only time, chance variation, and the pressure of survival.
Q5  (A)   The passage presents the idea as ‘stranger and far more powerful’ — an admiring tone.



77

Biology

Comprehension capsule by Prashant Solanki Sir

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 Every scrap of food you have ever eaten traces back, in the end, to a quiet miracle performed by plants in 
silence and in green. Deep inside every leaf, using nothing but sunlight, water and the carbon dioxide of the air, 
a plant builds sugar — its own food, and eventually ours. This remarkable process, called photosynthesis, is 
the hinge on which almost all of life turns. The animal that eats the leaf, and the animal that in turn eats that 
animal, are both living, at one remove or two, upon captured sunlight. Nor is that the whole of it. In the very act 
of building its sugar, the plant releases oxygen as a waste product — the same oxygen that fills our atmosphere 
and every single breath we take. It is a sobering thought that the forests and the drifting green plankton of the 
oceans are not merely pleasant scenery but the true source of both the food we eat and the air we breathe. When 
we clear a great forest without a second thought, we are not only losing trees; we are quietly dismantling, piece 
by piece, the ancient living machinery that keeps every one of us alive.
Q1.	 All the food we eat traces back to a miracle performed by —
	 (a)	 animals	 (b)	 the ocean

	 (c)	 the sun alone	 (d)	 plants

Q2.	 In the passage, ‘photosynthesis’ is the process by which a plant -
	 (a)	 builds sugar from sunlight, water and carbon dioxide

	 (b)	 eats other plants

	 (c)	 releases carbon dioxide

	 (d)	 stores oxygen

Q3.	 What does a plant release as a waste product?
	 (a)	 sugar	 (b)	 water

	 (c)	 carbon dioxide	 (d)	 oxygen 

Q4.	 An animal that eats a leaf is living, at one remove, upon -
	 (a)	 soil	 (b)	 water

	 (c)	 captured sunlight	 (d)	 air

Q5.	 Clearing a great forest, the author warns, means -
	 (a)	 gaining farmland	 (b)	 dismantling the machinery that keeps us alive

	 (c)	 planting more trees	 (d)	 cooling the air

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (D)   The passage says every scrap of food traces back to plants.
Q2  (A)   Photosynthesis is defined as building sugar from sunlight, water and CO2.
Q3  (D)   In building sugar, the plant releases oxygen as waste.
Q4  (C)   Such an animal lives, at one remove, on the sunlight the plant captured.
Q5  (B)   The close warns we dismantle the living machinery that keeps us alive.
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Space & Astronomy20
	 Astronomy is the oldest of the sciences and, in a way, the humblest, for it studies everything that lies 
beyond our own small planet — the sun and moon, the wandering planets, the distant stars, and the vast dark 
reaches of the universe itself. It begins close to home, with the solar system: our star, the sun, and the eight 
planets that circle it in their steady orbits, held in place by the invisible grip of gravity, along with their moons, 
and the drifting asteroids and comets that share their space.
	 Beyond the solar system lies a far greater immensity. Our sun is but one ordinary star among hundreds of 
billions that together form our galaxy, and our galaxy is one among countless others scattered through space. 
The distances are so enormous that ordinary measures fail, and astronomers count instead in the light-year, 
the distance light itself travels in a single year. Because that light takes so long to reach us, to look outward into 
space is also to look backward in time, seeing distant stars not as they are but as they were long ago.
	 The universe, we now believe, began some fourteen billion years ago in an event called the Big Bang, and 
has been expanding ever since. Much about it remains deeply mysterious — the nature of black holes, whose 
gravity lets nothing escape, or of the unseen dark matter that seems to hold the galaxies together. Against this 
backdrop, the human effort to explore space — with telescopes that peer across the void, and with rockets, 
probes and astronauts that venture into it — stands as one of our boldest adventures. For all our smallness, we 
are the part of the universe that has begun, at last, to look back at itself and wonder.
	 •xksy foKku foKkuksa esa lcls iqjkuk vkSj ,d vFkZ esa lcls fouez gS] D;ksafd ;g ml lc dk vè;;u djrk gS tks gekjs NksVs xzg ls ijs gS 
& lw;Z vkSj paæek] HkVdrs xzg] nwjLFk rkjs] vkSj Lo;a czãkaM dk fo'kky va/dkje; foLrkjA ;g ?kj ds ikl ls vkjaHk gksrk gS] lkSj eaMy ls% gekjk 
rkjk lw;Z] vkSj vkB xzg tks viuh fLFkj d{kkvksa esa mldh ifjØek djrs gSa] xq#Rokd"kZ.k dh vn`'; idM+ esa c¡/s] lkFk gh muds paæek] vkSj rSjrs 
{kqæxzg rFkk /wedsrqA
	 lkSj eaMy ls ijs dgha vf/d fo'kkyrk gSA gekjk lw;Z mu lSdM+ksa vjc rkjksa esa ls ,d lk/kj.k rkjk ek=k gS tks feydj gekjh vkdk'kxaxk 
cukrs gSa] vkSj gekjh vkdk'kxaxk vufxur vU; esa ls ,d gSA nwfj;k¡ bruh fo'kky gSa fd lkekU; eki foiQy gks tkrs gSa] vkSj •xksyfon blds ctk; 
çdk'k o"kZ esa fxurs gSa] vFkkZr~ og nwjh tks çdk'k ,d o"kZ esa r; djrk gSA pw¡fd ml çdk'k dks ge rd igq¡pus esa bruk le; yxrk gS] varfj{k 
esa ckgj ns•uk le; esa ihNs ns•uk Hkh gSA
	 ge vc ekurs gSa fd czãkaM yxHkx pkSng vjc o"kZ iwoZ egkfoLiQksV uked ?kVuk esa vkjaHk gqvk] vkSj rc ls iQSy jgk gSA blds ckjs esa cgqr 
dqN xgjs :i ls jgL;e; gS & Ñ".k foojksa dh çÑfr] ftuds xq#Ro ls dqN Hkh ugha cp ldrk] ;k ml vn`'; ';ke inkFkZ dh tks vkdk'kxaxkvksa 
dks Fkkes j•rk çrhr gksrk gSA bl i`"BHkwfe esa varfj{k dh •kst dk ekuo ç;kl & nwjchuksa] jkdsVksa] tkap&;kuksa vkSj varfj{k ;kf=k;ksa ds lkFk & gekjs 
lcls lkglh vfHk;kuksa esa ls ,d gSA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Vast Extremely large in size or extent fo'kky
Celestial Relating to the sky or the heavens vkdk'kh;] •xksyh;
Remote Situated far away nwjLFk
Luminous Giving off light; shining çdk'keku] pedhyk
Immense Enormous; very great vR;f/d fo'kky
Void A completely empty space 'kwU;] fjfDr
Hostile Harsh and unwelcoming, esp. To life çfrdwy] fojks/h
Pioneer One of the first to explore something vxznwr] çorZd
Aspire To aim for something high or great vkdka{kk djuk
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Elusive Difficult to find, catch or grasp ek;koh] nqxzkZá
Barren Bare and lifeless catj] ohjku
Propel To drive or push forward vkxs c<+kuk] ç.kksfnr djuk
Infinite Having no limit or end vuar
Distant Far off in space or time nwjLFk
Awe A feeling of wonder mixed with respect foLe;
Observe To watch carefully and note çs{k.k djuk] ns•uk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Solar system The sun and everything that orbits it lkSj eaMy
Planet A large body that orbits a star xzg
Orbit The curved path of one body around another d{kk] ifjØek&iFk
Satellite A body or device that orbits a planet mixzg
Asteroid A small rocky body orbiting the sun {kqæxzg
Comet An icy body that grows a tail near the sun /wedsrq
Meteor A space rock that burns up in the atmosphere mYdk
Eclipse The blocking of one body’s light by another xzg.k
Gravity The force that pulls masses toward each other xq#Rokd"kZ.k
Star A huge glowing ball of gas, like the sun rkjk
Galaxy A vast system of billions of stars vkdk'kxaxk] eankfduh
Constellation A recognised pattern of stars rkjkeaMy] u{k=k
Nebula A great cloud of gas and dust in space fugkfjdk
Supernova The violent explosion of a dying star egkuksok] rkjk&foLiQksV
Light-year The distance light travels in one year çdk'k o"kZ
Black hole A region whose gravity lets nothing escape Ñ".k fooj] CySd gksy
Universe All of space and everything within it czãkaM
Big bang The event in which the universe began egkfoLiQksV
Cosmos The universe seen as an ordered whole fo'o] czãkaM
Dark matter Unseen matter that seems to hold galaxies together ';ke inkFkZ
Telescope An instrument for viewing distant objects nwjchu
Spacecraft A vehicle built for travel in space varfj{k ;ku
Rocket An engine-driven vehicle that reaches space jkdsV
Space station A crewed structure that orbits the earth varfj{k LVs'ku
Astronaut A person trained to travel in space varfj{k ;k=kh
Probe An unmanned craft sent to explore space tkap&;ku
Launch The sending of a craft up into space ç{ksi.k
Trajectory The path that a moving object follows ç{ksi&iFk
Lunar Relating to the moon paæ] paæek laca/h
Interstellar Occurring between the stars varjrkjdh;
Astronomy The scientific study of the heavens •xksy foKku
Astrophysics The physics of stars and the universe •xksy HkkSfrdh
Observatory A place equipped for observing the sky os/'kkyk
Cosmic Relating to the universe as a whole czãkaMh;] oSf'od
Rotation The spinning of a body on its own axis ?kw.kZu] ifjHkze.k
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Revolution The movement of one body around another ifjØe.k
Meteorite A space rock that lands on the earth’s surface mYdkfiaM
Milky way The galaxy that contains our solar system vkdk'kxaxk] eankfduh
Atmosphere The layer of gases surrounding a planet ok;qeaMy

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 When you look up at the night sky, you are not seeing the stars as they are now, but as they once were — 
in some cases, as they were long before you were born. The reason lies in the almost unimaginable distances 
of space, together with the fact that light, though it is the fastest thing in the entire universe, still takes time 
to travel. Astronomers measure these gulfs not in miles but in the light-year, the distance that light covers in 
a single year of travel. A star that lies a hundred light-years away is seen by us exactly as it looked a hundred 
years ago, for its light has taken precisely that long to cross the void and reach our eyes. Some of the faint points 
we admire may, in sober truth, no longer exist at all, having burned out centuries ago, their final glow only now 
arriving. To gaze at the heavens, then, is to look not merely across a vast distance but backward through time 
itself — a strange and humbling thought, that the night sky is less a photograph of the present moment than a 
bundle of old letters from the deep past, still travelling patiently toward us across the dark.
Q1.	 When you look at the night sky, you see the stars -
	 (a)	 as they once were	 (b)	 as they are right now
	 (c)	 brighter than they are	 (d)	 exactly as photographs
Q2.	 Why do we see stars as they were in the past?
	 (a)	 they move away	 (b)	 light takes time to travel across vast distances
	 (c)	 the sky is dark	 (d)	 stars change colour
Q3.	 In the passage, a ‘light-year’ is -
	 (a)	 a very long year	 (b)	 the age of a star 
	 (c)	 the distance light travels in one year	 (d)	 the speed of light
Q4.	 Some faint stars we admire may, in truth, -
	 (a)	 be getting brighter	 (b)	 no longer exist, having burned out
	 (c)	 be very close	 (d)	 be newly born
Q5.	 To gaze at the heavens, the author says, is to look backward through -
	 (a)	 distance only	 (b)	 the atmosphere 
	 (c)	 a telescope	 (d)	 time itself

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (A)   The passage opens by saying we see stars not as they are now but as they once were.
Q2  (B)   Light, though fastest, still takes time to cross the enormous distances.
Q3  (C)   A light-year is defined as the distance light covers in a single year.
Q4  (B)   Some may have burned out centuries ago, their last glow only now arriving.
Q5  (D)   The close: looking at the sky is looking backward through time.

PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 To most people, space seems the remotest of concerns — a playground for dreamers, and a waste of money 
that might be far better spent on pressing needs here on Earth. Yet space is woven, quite invisibly, into the 
fabric of ordinary daily life, chiefly through the satellite, a device placed in orbit high above the planet to perform 
work that could never be done from the ground. When you check tomorrow’s weather, follow a map on your 
phone, watch a match beamed live from another continent, or make a call from a remote village, you are almost 
certainly relying on satellites circling silently overhead. Farmers use them to watch over their crops; sailors and 
pilots use them to find their way; and governments use them to give early warning of an approaching storm 
that, in an earlier age, might have killed thousands with no warning at all. The vast sums spent on reaching 
space, its defenders argue, are not flung uselessly into the void; a great deal of it returns to Earth in the shape 
of technologies that quietly serve us every hour of every day. The frontier that appears so impossibly far away 
turns out, on closer inspection, to be nearer to our daily lives than almost anything else.
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Q1.	 How does the passage say most people view space?
	 (a)	 as central to life	 (b)	 as a remote concern and a waste of money

	 (c)	 as frightening	 (d)	 as easy to reach

Q2.	 In the passage, a ‘satellite’ is a device placed in -
	 (a)	 a distant galaxy	 (b)	 a telescope

	 (c)	 a farmer’s field	 (d)	 orbit above the planet to do work

Q3.	 Which of these is named as relying on satellites?
	 (a)	 writing a letter	 (b)	 checking the weather and following maps

	 (c)	  digging a well	 (d)	 reading a book

Q4.	 What do defenders say about money spent on space?
	 (a)	 much of it returns to Earth as useful technology	 (b)	 it is lost in the void 

	 (c)	 it helps only dreamers	 (d)	 it should be stopped

Q5.	 The passage concludes that space is -
	 (a)	 further away than ever	 (b)	 nearer to daily life than almost anything

	 (c)	 of no real use	 (d)	 only for governments

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   Most see space as a remote concern and a waste of money better spent on Earth.
Q2  (D)   A satellite is defined as a device placed in orbit to perform work impossible from the ground.
Q3  (B)   The passage lists weather forecasts, maps, television and calls as satellite-dependent.
Q4  (A)   They argue much of it returns as technologies that serve us daily.
Q5  (B)   The close: the far-seeming frontier is nearer to daily life than almost anything else.
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Globalisation & International21
	 For most of history, nations lived largely separate lives, meeting mainly through trade at the edges or war 
at the borders. That age has ended. The defining feature of our time is globalisation — the weaving-together 
of the world’s economies, cultures and peoples into a single, restless and deeply connected system, driven by 
trade, travel and instant communication. Goods are now made across a dozen countries before they reach a 
shop; ideas and fashions cross the planet in moments; and the fortunes of a farmer in one continent may turn 
on a decision taken in a distant capital he will never see.
	 How nations manage this closeness is the business of international relations. At its best, it is conducted 
through diplomacy — the patient art of settling disputes with words rather than weapons, through talks, treaties 
and alliances, and through great international bodies such as the United Nations, built after a century of terrible 
wars to give the world a place to argue instead of fight. Yet cooperation is never guaranteed. Nations remain 
jealous of their sovereignty, rivalries and old suspicions endure, and the threat of conflict is never wholly absent.
	 Globalisation, for all its gifts, is fiercely debated. Its defenders point to the hundreds of millions lifted from 
poverty and the spread of knowledge across old barriers; its critics answer that the gains have been unevenly 
shared, that jobs vanish from one land as they appear in another, and that local cultures are flattened by a 
powerful few. What is beyond dispute is the depth of our interdependence. The great problems of the age — 
climate change, pandemics, financial panics — respect no borders and can be solved by no nation alone. Our 
troubles have become global, even as our politics remains stubbornly national; learning to bridge that gap may 
be the central task of the century.
	 bfrgkl ds vf/dka'k le; jk"Vª dkiQh gn rd vyx&vyx thou thrs Fks] vkSj eq[;r% fdukjksa ij O;kikj ;k lhekvksa ij ;q¼ ds ekè;e 
ls feyrs FksA og ;qx lekIr gks pqdk gSA gekjs le; dh ifjHkkf"kr fo'ks"krk gS oS'ohdj.k — O;kikj] ;k=kk vkSj rRdky lapkj ls çsfjr gksdj lalkj 
dh vFkZO;oLFkkvksa] laLÑfr;ksa vkSj yksxksa dk ,d gh tqM+h gqbZ ç.kkyh esa cquukA oLrq,¡ vc fdlh nqdku rd igq¡pus ls igys ,d ntZu ns'kksa esa curh 
gSa_ fopkj vkSj iQS'ku iy Hkj esa xzg ikj dj tkrs gSa_ vkSj ,d egk}hi ds fdlku dk HkkX; fdlh nwjLFk jkt/kuh esa fy, fu.kZ; ij fVd ldrk 
gSA
	 jk"Vª bl fudVrk dks dSls laHkkyrs gSa] ;g varjkZ"Vªh; laca/ksa dk fo"k; gSA vius lokZsÙke :i esa ;g dwVuhfr ds ekè;e ls pyrk gS — fooknksa 
dks gfFk;kjksa ds ctk; 'kCnksa ls lqy>kus dh /S;Ziw.kZ dyk] okrkZ] laf/;ksa vkSj xBca/uksa ds tfj,] vkSj la;qDr jk"Vª tSls egku varjkZ"Vªh; fudk;ksa ds 
ekè;e lsA fiQj Hkh lg;ksx dHkh lqfuf'pr ugha gksrkA jk"Vª viuh laçHkqrk ds çfr ltx jgrs gSa] çfr}af}rk,¡ vkSj iqjkus lansg cus jgrs gSa] vkSj la?k"kZ 
dk •़rjk dHkh iwjh rjg vuqifLFkr ugha gksrkA
	 oS'ohdj.k] vius lHkh migkjksa ds ckotwn] rhoz cgl dk fo"k; gSA blds leFkZd xjhch ls mBk, x, djksM+ksa yksxksa vkSj ck/kvksa ds ikj Kku 
ds çlkj dh vksj ladsr djrs gSa_ blds vkykspd mÙkj nsrs gSa fd ykHk vleku :i ls c¡Vs gSa] fd ,d ns'k ls ukSdfj;k¡ xk;c gksrh gSa tc os nwljs 
esa çdV gksrh gSaA tks fufoZokn gS og gS gekjh ijLij fuHkZjrk dh xgjkbZA bl ;qx dh egku leL;k,¡ — tyok;q ifjorZu] egkekfj;k¡] foÙkh; ladV 
— fdlh lhek dks ugha ekurha vkSj fdlh vdsys jk"Vª ls gy ugha gks ldrhaA

IMPORTANT VOCABULARY:-

Interconnected Linked so that each part affects the others ijLij tqM+k gqvk
Mutual Shared between two or more parties ikjLifjd] vkilh
Hostile Unfriendly and aggressive 'k=kqrkiw.kZ
Negotiate To bargain in order to reach agreement ckrphr djuk] le>kSrk djuk
Prosper To thrive and grow successful le`¼ gksuk] iQyuk&iQwyuk
Tension A state of strained relations ruko
Integrate To combine parts into a single whole ,dhÑr djuk
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Rivalry Competition between opponents çfr}af}rk] gksM+

Cooperate To work together toward a goal lg;ksx djuk

Dominate To have controlling power over çHkqRo j•uk] gkoh gksuk

Fragile Easily broken, as a peace or truce uktqd] Hkaxqj

Emerge To rise up or come into view mHkjuk] çdV gksuk

Volatile Unstable and liable to sudden change vfLFkj] foLiQksVd

Strategic Forming part of a long-term plan j.kuhfrd

Impose To force a rule or penalty upon Fkksiuk] ykxw djuk

Mediate To help two sides reach agreement eè;LFkrk djuk

TECHNICAL TERMS & JARGON:-

Globalisation The growing interconnection of the world’s econo-
mies and cultures

oS'ohdj.k

Trade The buying and selling of goods between nations O;kikj

Tariff A tax charged on imported goods vk;kr 'kqYd

Multinational A company that operates in many countries cgqjk"Vªh; daiuh

Free trade Trade conducted without barriers or tariffs eqDr O;kikj

Protectionism Shielding home industry from foreign competition laj{k.kokn

Interdependence The mutual reliance of nations on one another ijLij fuHkZjrk

Diplomacy The managing of relations between states dwVuhfr

Treaty A formal, binding agreement between nations laf/

Alliance A union of nations formed for a common aim xBca/u

Summit A meeting of the top leaders of nations f'k•j lEesyu

Bilateral Involving two nations f}i{kh;

Multilateral Involving many nations together cgqi{kh;

Embassy A nation’s official office in another country nwrkokl

Ambassador A nation’s chief representative abroad jktnwr

Sanction A penalty imposed on a nation to force a change çfrca/

Negotiation Discussion aimed at reaching an agreement okrkZ] ckrphr

Sovereignty A nation’s full authority over itself laçHkqrk

United nations The world body for peace and cooperation la;qDr jk"Vª

Superpower An extremely powerful and influential nation egk'kfDr

Geopolitics How geography shapes power between nations Hkw&jktuhfr

Bloc A group of nations acting together xqV] lewg

Ceasefire An agreed halt to fighting ;q¼fojke

Deterrence Preventing attack by the threat of retaliation fuokj.k] çfrjks/

Refugee A person who flees to another country for safety 'kj.kkFkhZ

Cold war Hostility between powers without direct fighting 'khr ;q¼

Embargo An official ban on trade with a nation O;kikj&çfr"ks/
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Foreign aid Help given by one country to another fons'kh lgk;rk

Neutrality The policy of taking no side in a conflict rVLFkrk

Summitry The conduct of diplomacy through leaders’ meetings f'k•j&dwVuhfr

World trade organization The body that oversees the rules of world trade fo'o O;kikj laxBu

International monetary fund The global fund that helps nations in financial trou-
ble

varjkZ"Vªh; eqæk dks"k

Soft power Influence gained through culture and persuasion, 
not force

lkWÝV ikoj] dksey 'kfDr

Hegemony The dominance of one nation over others vkf/iR;

Diaspora A people scattered far from their homeland çoklh leqnk;

Asylum Protection given to a refugee by another country 'kj.k

PRACTICE PASSAGE - 1

	 A century ago, a failed harvest in one country was, for the most part, that country’s own private misfortune. 
Today, a shock in almost any corner of the world is felt, within hours, in every other. This is the defining fact of 
globalisation — the weaving-together of the world’s economies into a single, restless system through trade, travel 
and instant communication. Its benefits have been enormous and undeniable. Goods that were once rare and 
costly are now cheap and everywhere; ideas and technologies leap across borders in moments; and hundreds 
of millions of people have been lifted out of poverty by selling their labour and their wares to distant markets. 
Yet the very same connectedness carries a hidden price. A factory closing on one continent throws people out 
of work on another; a financial panic in one great city can drain the savings of families across the globe; and 
a virus in a single crowded market can, as the whole world has lately seen, become everyone’s disease within 
a matter of weeks. This deep interdependence means that no nation, however rich or powerful, can any longer 
stand truly alone. Our problems have become global, even while our politics remains stubbornly national, and 
the two do not fit together at all easily.
Q1.	 A century ago, a failed harvest was chiefly -
	 (a)	 that country’s own private misfortune	 (b)	 a global disaster	
	 (c)	 a cause of war	 (d)	 unnoticed
Q2.	 In the passage, ‘globalisation’ is the weaving-together of economies through -
	 (a)	 war and conquest	 (b)	 trade, travel and communication
	 (c)	 borders and armies	 (d)	 farming alone
Q3.	 Which of these is named as a benefit of globalisation?
	 (a)	 more factory closings	 (b)	 financial panics 	
	 (c)	 hundreds of millions lifted from poverty	 (d)	 the spread of disease
Q4.	 ‘Interdependence’ in the passage means that no nation can -
	 (a)	 trade with others	 (b)	 stand truly alone
	 (c)	 close its factories	 (d)	 grow rich
Q5.	 The great difficulty of the age is that problems are global while politics is -
	 (a)	 also global	 (b)	 stubbornly national
	 (c)	 unimportant	 (d)	 perfectly united

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION

Q1  (A)   The passage opens by contrasting the private misfortune of the past with today’s shared shocks.
Q2  (B)   It is defined as connecting the world’s economies through trade, travel and communication.
Q3  (C)   Benefits listed include cheaper goods, spreading ideas and poverty reduced.
Q4  (B)   Deep interdependence means no nation, however powerful, can stand alone.
Q5  (B)   The close states problems are global while politics remains national, and the two clash.
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PRACTICE PASSAGE 2

	 It is often said that war begins where diplomacy ends, and there is a hard truth folded into the saying. 
Diplomacy is the patient, unglamorous art by which nations settle their quarrels with words rather than with 
weapons — through talks, through treaties, and through the endless quiet labour of ambassadors. It rarely 
makes the headlines, for its greatest successes are, by their very nature, invisible: the war that did not break 
out, the crisis that was quietly talked down, leaves behind no ruins for a photographer and no dramatic story 
to tell. Only its failures are loud. This is precisely why diplomacy is so easily undervalued, and why leaders 
are sometimes tempted to abandon it for the swift and dramatic gesture of force. Yet history teaches, over and 
over, that a war is almost always more costly, more destructive and more uncertain in its outcome than the 
compromise that might have prevented it. The finest diplomacy asks something genuinely difficult of proud 
nations: the willingness to give a little in order to gain peace, and to see an opponent not as a monster to 
be crushed but as a party with real interests that must somehow be accommodated. It is slow, it is often 
frustrating, and it is, in the end, far cheaper than the alternative.
Q1.	 ‘War begins where diplomacy ends’ suggests that diplomacy is -
	 (a)	 the cause of war	 (b)	 the alternative to war

	 (c)	 a kind of weapon	 (d)	 always a failure

Q2.	 In the passage, ‘diplomacy’ is the art of settling quarrels with -
	 (a)	 weapons	 (b)	 money

	 (c)	 threats	 (d)	 words rather than weapons

Q3.	 Why are diplomacy’s greatest successes called ‘invisible’?
	 (a)	 they are secret plots	 (b)	 the war that did not happen leaves no ruins

	 (c)	 no one records them	 (d)	 they always fail

Q4.	 What does history teach about war versus compromise?
	 (a)	 war is more costly and uncertain than the compromise that might prevent it

	 (b)	 war is always cheaper

	 (c)	 compromise never works

	 (d)	 war is unavoidable

Q5.	 The finest diplomacy asks nations to -
	 (a)	 crush their opponents

	 (b)	 abandon all talks

	 (c)	 give a little to gain peace and accommodate rivals’ interests

	 (d)	 use force swiftly

ANSWERS & EXPLANATION
Q1  (B)   The saying implies diplomacy is what holds off war — its alternative.
Q2  (D)   Diplomacy is defined as settling disputes with words rather than weapons.
Q3  (B)   A prevented war leaves no ruins to photograph, so success goes unseen.
Q4  (A)   History shows war is almost always costlier and less certain than a preventing compromise.
Q5  (C)   It asks the willingness to give a little for peace and to see rivals as parties with interests.
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